Make Your Computer Running at Full Speed in 6 Steps
Most people always wonder why their computer seems to be running slow. They forget, that like a car, a computer also needs maintenance. There are certain steps you can take, to ensure a faster running and more efficient computer operation. This article assumes you are running Microsoft Windows.

1.Update your Operating System regularly to ensure that the operating system (OS) is updated with the latest security patches. To check whether you have the latest update, click on the Start Menu->All Programs and select the Windows Update icon. 

2.Usually installing any antivirus will slow down any system, so be wise and choose an antivirus which is effective but light on the system as well. It is very difficult to suggest a best antivirus tool. I would suggest that if you have a new computer or recently formatted your pc, try popularly used tool. Make sure you have backups of your important files though. 

3.Know what is running on your computer as this will increase your ability to identify potential harmful processes. Call up the Windows Task Manager (press CTRL+ALT+DEL) and familiarize yourself with the processes running at any point in time. Use the “msconfig” tool to check which programs are starting at the boot time. Some common tools (All Messengers, WinAmp, Acrobat Reader, HP printer driver, Java scheduler) have a nasty habit to “call home” and check for updates. You can uncheck those programs in the right-most tab of the “msconfig” tool. 

4.Cleanup your tool bar, by removing unnecessary software from running all the time. Every thing on your taskbar (specifically the icons near the clock) runs constantly, slowing down the computer. 

5.Install firewall software or hardware. To activate your Windows Firewall click on your control panel and select Windows Firewall. Switch the firewall on by ticking the “On” radio button. 

6.Do a complete maintenance on your computer, at least once a month. This includes a Disk Defragmentation. If you have Windows, click on Start>Accessories>System Tools>Disk Cleanup>Disk Defrag. If you have linux you do not need to defragment as the filesystems in linux are more intellgent for file placement

