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1. Planned: I was not sure whether I will be able to prepare for this certification. I was already into a job demanding major part of my day. Another part that was bothering me was the cost that was involved. However, I was desperate to do a certification. So, I made a plan that if I am confident of my preparation then only I will register for the exam. I started with this planning approximately 5 months prior to the exam month.

2. R&D in internet: So, the first thing that I started searching on the details in the net. Watched videos on You tube, read various blogs to understand as to how to appear and prepare for exam. 

3. Searched net for study module: The next action after the initial research on the internet was that I started searching for the study module as the same was costing around Rs 12000/- and which I was not sure whether to spend or not. Luckily, I came across an advertisement in OLX where one person was selling the old module for Rs 2500.

4. Started reading-Initial experience: The syllabus for CISA consists of 5 modules. 

a) The process of auditing Information system 
b) Governance and management of IT
c) Information systems Acquisition, Development and Implementation
d) Information systems operation, maintenance & support
e) Protection of information Assets
            The initial approach that I took was in-correct from the exam perspective. I started reading   
             the syllabus with the intention of mugging up the lines. It started taking time without much    
            time without much justice to the preparation.

5. Been through few blogs for tips: The approach that help during this phase is that I started going through BLOGS in the internet. I learned through these BLOGS is that CISA exam is not about learning the module by heart. Focusing on the concept of the modules and the question & answers module of ISACA will help.  It’s all about the concept mixed with our knowledge on auditing and internal control. I changed my strategy from here. 

6. Buying books on Amazon. Further investment:  As I changed the strategy of studying, I started looking for books through which I can understand the concepts in easy language. So searched the net and bought one book through Amazon.

7. Help for technical concepts for a non-technical financial man: Understanding technical concepts like networking, was difficult. I used You-Tube videos and other internet sites to learn the concepts in the language of a layman. 

8. Registered suddenly one fine morning: I remember, one Saturday morning, I thought unless I register for the exam, there will not be any extra pressure on me to prepare with seriousness. So, took my credit card and registered for the exam. The pinch on my pocket was Rs 46000/-. This brought extra seriousness on my preparation. 

9.  Last minute synopsis: As the exam day started nearing and my engagement in my office work increased, tension started increasing. I planned so that I atleast create a platform wherein I can do a revision a day before the exam. So, I started writing one liner in my own language beside every paragraph. These lines helped me to go through the concepts very easily before the exam. 

10. Exam: Finally, the exam date came. The date and time was decided by me. ISACA gives option to select your own date and time. The exam took place in an authorized exam center online. 150 questions to be answered in 4 hours. The test format is multiple choice question. The strategy that I took that after the answer is selected, I will not look back.

11. Preliminary result: At the end of answering 150 questions, preliminary result flashed on the screen. It showed I have passed. I was still not sure whether I cleared or not. The authorized center did not allow me to take a screenshot. So again, I had to google to be sure whether the preliminary result really mean actual result. There was positive feedback. So, I had to patiently wait for 7 days when the actual email came from ISACA. The mail said that I have cleared the exam.
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