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World Accountancy Education Day

 10th November, 2017

Accountancy Education for All
World Accountancy Education Day will be celebrated on 10th 
November, 2017 with the theme “Accountancy Education for 
All” conducted by the Career Counselling Committee of the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants of India in India as well as 
Abroad.

Objectives of Celebrating World Accountancy 
Education Day 

World Accountancy Education Day will be celebrated every 
year with the following objectives 

• To widely spread a message about the signifi cance of 
Commerce Education in the daily life of the people. 

• To display all the activities, efforts and achievements in the 
fi eld of Commerce for human welfare.

• To discuss all the issues and implement innovative strategies 
for the development of the Accountancy education.

• To give an opportunity to showcase the talents of Commerce 
students in the country. To encourage the people as well as 
popularize the Accountancy education.

The Commerce Carnival is going to be an event with a series 
of activities and programs involving school and college students, 
eminent Educationists and faculties of the state, country & 
abroad. We want to provide a real platform for the budding 
students to make their career and profession in Commerce.

10th November - World Accountancy Education 
Day-2017

Why

On November 10, 1494, a book titled Summa de Arithmetica, 
Geometria, Proportioni et Proportionalita (Everything About 
Arithmetic, Geometry and Proportion) was published in 
Venice. This was the fi rst book that aimed to summarize the 
mathematical knowledge of those days. One of the tractatus 
of the Summa, entitled “Particularis de computis et scripturis” 
(About accounts and other writings) provides a detailed 
description of Venetian book-keeping. This was the fi rst printed 
essay on double entry bookkeeping - called “Method of Venice” 
- and was direct base of some widespread works on mercantile 

accounting. The author of the book was Italian mathematician 
and Franciscan friar Luca Bartolomeo de Pacioli. Although 
double-entry bookkeeping had been around for centuries, 
Pacioli’s 27-page treatise on the subject has earned him the title 
“The Father of Modern Accounting.” The system he published 
included most of the accounting cycle as we know it today.

Commemoration of World Accountancy Education 
Day 

• The World Accountancy Education Day will be expected to 
celebrate in capital cities of each state as well as other cities 
and in abroad destinations 

• Career Counselling/Mega Career Counselling Programme 
will be organized to promote the Accountancy Education in 
in each Branch/ Regional Councils/Chapter Abroad.

• Mega Career Counselling Programme cum Exhibitions will 
be organized to promote the Accountancy Education in 
Branch/ Regional Councils/Chapter Abroad.

Activities to be organized during the Accountancy 
Education Day in the Branches/ Regional Councils/
Chapter Abroad on 10th Nov., 2017
• Career Counselling Programme /Mega Career Counselling 

Programme
• Press Conference
• Radio/TV talk shows
• Public speech
• Commerce exhibitions
• Debate Competition 
• Quiz competitions
• Elocution Competition 
• Essay Writing Competition
• Marathon race/ Human Chain
• Variety of other programmes 

The aforesaid programmes will be organized to popularize 
the Accountancy education in the country as well as abroad 
amongst the student community & other stakeholders. 

Organised By: Career Counseling sub-group under BOS, ICAI

The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India(ICAI)

For any Query please contact: 
Secretary, Career Counselling sub-group under BOS, The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
ICAI Bhawan, A-29, Sector 62, Noida (U.P.) - 201309,  Telephone (O): 0120-3876871, 886
Email: ccc.events@icai.in, ccc.secretary@icai.in

Convener 
Career Counseling sub-group under BOS, ICAI

Deputy Convener
Career Counseling sub-group under BOS, ICAI
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  PRESIDENT’S COMMUNICATION

CA. NILESH S. VIKAMSEY
PRESIDENT
ICAI, NEW DELHI

You can’t cross the sea merely by standing and staring at the water. – Rabindranath Tagore

My Dear Students,

As you read this communication, I hope that you would 
be well prepared technically as well as psychologically 
for the ensuing examination. I extend my heartfelt 
wishes to all of you appearing in the ongoing 

examinations. You must revise intensively to be able to present 
your answers well, maximizing your chances to score well. 
Organize yourself and your study space so that you are able to 
locate important books, notes for final revision thus utilizing 
your time in a productive manner.  You must take due care 
of your health, take light meals and reasonable sleep for good 
concentration and retention.

Points to Remember      
It is important that you maintain your composure during 
the exam to utilize every minute of the allocated time. How 
effectively you utilize your time during the examination affects 
your performance.  Remember- Your Answer-sheet represents 
your knowledge and determines your result.  Here are a few 
tips/suggestions to get you prepared:

With the commencement of the exam, for the initial 15 minutes 
you should read the question paper as well as instructions 
carefully and decide the questions you will attempt, the 
sequence (Starting from the question you know the best to 
the question you know the least) and time to be allocated to 
each question (Commensurate with the weightage assigned 
to the question). Make sure to allocate time for revision.

For theoretical questions, prepare a rough structure of your 
answer in your mind before you start writing and enumerate 
the points sequentially followed by relevant explanation 
highlighting keywords/technical terms. Maintain clarity, 
coherence and brevity. Elucidate your answer with illustrations, 
examples, relevant case laws or sections wherever necessary. If 
a particular question requires making an assumption, it must be 
clearly stated with the underlying reason in brief. 

For practical questions, enumerate the steps and provide 
working notes legibly. Adhere to the time limits. Revisit the 
unfinished questions after attempting all other questions. Do 
not devote too much time on a single question. Try to attempt 
all the sub parts of a question sequentially, attempting the 
questions needed to be answered for a good score. Attach the 
supplementary sheets in the right sequence and ensure details 
are legibly written on the front page.

Campus Placements at a glance
Our esteemed institute is a popular destination amongst 
reputed organizations seeking competent  professionals in 

taxation, audit finance and other related profiles. You will be 
pleased to know that in the Campus Placement Programme 
recently organized in August-September across the country, 
the highest salary offered is Rs. 20 Lacs per annum by ITC 
Limited and average salary offered is Rs. 8.48 Lacs per annum. 
This proves that the industry is upbeat about engaging young 
Chartered Accountants at significant positions.

Study Material for Revised Scheme of Education 
and Training 

With the introduction of the New Scheme of Education and 
Training, ICAI has made a revolutionary paradigm shift by re-
designing its curriculum to align it with the standards prescribed 
by International Accounting Education Standards Board 
(IAESB). Board of Studies of ICAI, has delivered world-class/
excellent study material for CA Foundation, Intermediate and 
Final. The contents have been developed with the collaborative 
efforts of BOS faculty and subject experts from academia 
and industry. It is heartening to know that the study material 
is receiving rave reviews from students, members and other 
stakeholders across the nation. On behalf of ICAI, I congratulate 
the faculty and experts for the quality delivered.  

Question Bank 
Since the first examination under the New Course is due in May 
2018, the Board of Studies proposes to bring out a Question 
Bank consisting of questions in the core papers and case studies 
in the elective papers of the Final Course. This question bank 
will assist students in their preparation of the core subjects as 
well as case study based elective subjects.  

Digital Learning Hub
To facilitate learning anytime-anywhere, entire study material 
for the Revised Scheme is available online in the form of 
E-Books for your benefit at the link:

h t t p s : / / l e a r n i n g . i c a i . o r g / / p e r / g 2 1 / p u b / 1 6 6 6 /
SelfServices/templates/Login09082017121351/Login/Lx_
Login1209082017121404.html

E-Books have reflowable content, they can be viewed on a 
laptop, tablet or smart-phone and are equipped with in-built 
tools for annotations, changeable font (style &size), easy search, 
traversal and print options for convenient learning.  

You as students must make the best use of these facilities to 
save your precious time and maximize learning. Stay focused 
and do your best with utmost dedication and commitment 
towards your goal. I am sure you shall soon join the fraternity 
of Chartered Accountants and make your family and nation 
proud.

Remember: Success comes to those who deserve it. So 
work hard to deserve the success you aspire. As the noted 
motivational speaker and author, Shiv Khera puts it:  “Your 
positive action coupled with positive thinking results in 
success.”  So be positive and act positively. 

Yours Sincerely,

Best Wishes,



VICE PRESIDENT’S COMMUNICATION  

	 04   November 2017  The Chartered Accountant Student

Dear Students,

I am highly delighted to convey my best wishes to all 
of those who are appearing for the November 2017 
Examinations, which would have started by now. 
I am fully aware and acknowledge the seriousness 

and the hard work that are required for achieving success 
in the professional examination of high quality like 
ours. I strongly believe that you all must have seriously 
considered the inputs and insights that I had given in my 
last communication. Your sincere efforts and dedication 
in dealing with the examinations will definitely bring to 
you the desired results. As you know the CA examinations 
aim not only to test your theoretical knowledge but the 
application skills also. I am sure that you all will outshine 
in both these areas and remain elated on your triumphant 
victory. 

Dear friends, we are passing through the era of 
globalization. The profession of chartered accountancy 
continues to remain very dynamic, demanding and above 
all, highly rewarding. You are all required to develop 
multi-dimensional skills to recognize your hidden 
traits and unleash them to widen your professional 
growth. The Institute’s articleship training provides 
you a lifetime learning experience and exposure to face 
practical situations while you grow in the profession. 
The completion of a well-disciplined and structured 
articleship will definitely help you in your path of 
professional excellence and growth. 

We all have opted for this coveted profession not by 
chance but by choice. I sincerely  cherish and wish that all 
my students establish their own identity and uniqueness 
in their profession. There is no dearth of professionals in 
our country. We come across many professionals in our 
daily life. Rather than remaining or being identified as a 
mere professional, the chartered accountants are to be 

easily identified by the way they present themselves to 
the people around them.

 Being prospective chartered accountants, you all should 
try and work for keeping high standards of the profession. 
In our rapidly changing and complex economy, achieving 
high standards is not an event, which we mark, rather it 
is a continuous process, which calls on us to persistently 
and positively change and grow. That is a major challenge 
and that challenge calls for us to develop one of the 
foundational characteristics of true professionals.  

We must be serious about our occupation. In other 
words, we must understand that our occupation is 
challenging, with high expectations of discernable 
standards. We should seek more opportunities and 
utilize our relationships for constant progress. It is a 
common fact that we are interested in improving our 
circumstances, but reluctant to improve ourselves. If you 
want to change your circumstances, ultimately, you have 
to change yourself. You should always realize the fact that 
it is your skills, attitudes and behaviours that helps you to 
shape your circumstances. 

To remain successful in your chosen path, you need 
proper guidance and consultation. Always take guidance 
and direction from your seniors and teachers. Always 
work for the implementation of the ideas and skills 
you gain from training programs, conferences and 
conventions. 

The completion of examinations should also bring in 
period of great relief and provide you with the time 
to relax and do other important tasks. You all should 
utilize the available time effectively and in a constructive 
manner. Some people view time management as a list 
of rules that involves scheduling of appointments, goal 
settings, thorough planning, creating things to do lists 
and prioritizing.

Yours sincerely,

CA. NAVEEN N. D. GUPTA 
VICE PRESIDENT, ICAI, NEW DELHI

Happiness is when what you think, what you say, and what you do are in harmony. - Mahatma Gandhi  
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Dear Students,

At the outset our best wishes for those who 
are appearing for November 2017 Chartered 
Accountancy examinations. Remember, there is no 

short cut to hard work and success but to get the best result 
we need to strike the right chord at this stage. All you are 
required to do is to maintain the same tempo over a period 
of several weeks prior to and during examinations. With the 
examination fever spreading its stress amongst all students, 
we need to balance between the health and preparation as 
well. Your sincere efforts and dedication will definitely bring 
to you desired results. 

Mock Test Paper Scheme
We firmly believe that the students must have attended the 
Mock Test Papers that have been organized by the Regional 
Councils and Branches under the guidance of Board of 
Studies. Mock Test is a way to introspect and assess the 
preparation for examination for the students before hand to 
avoid any kind of surprise in examination hall. Apart from 
morale boosting, they also highlight the areas which require 
more preparation.

Question Bank/Case Studies in Study Material
Under the New Scheme of Education and Training although 
care has been taken to include many illustrations, case 
studies and questions (with answers) in study material, still 
consistent efforts are required on part of Board of Studies to 
make that more dynamic; for which we are committed. It is 
for the first time that Case Study Based Elective Papers are 
being introduced in the CA curriculum. In order to assist 
students in their preparation for core subjects as well as 
case study based elective subjects, your Board of Studies is 
aiming to bring out a Question Bank consisting of questions 
for practice along with answers in the core papers and case 
studies for the elective papers of the Final Course. 

Final Study Material
I am happy to share with you that study material of all the 
subjects (except a few Elective papers) at all levels has been 
printed and also made available in the e-book form. A number 
of student friendly features like illustrations, clip art, flow 

CA. ATUL K GUPTA
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF STUDIES, ICAI

No one can make you feel inferior without your consent. - Eleanor Roosevelt  

charts, and diagrams have been added for your easy learning, 
absorption and retention. Students enrolled for new course 
curriculum may apply for central dispatch system wherein 
they will get the study material at their door step. 

It is important to note here that in last three months 
your Board of Studies has delivered more than 40000 sets 
of Study material under Central Dispatch System which not 
only provide ease to students but also prove to be a unique 
environment friendly project saving thousands of trees.

Research based courses on GST and IndAS for 
Students of ICAI

To inculcate the specialisation among students and focus on 
research, your Board of Studies is organizing comprehensive 
course on GST and Ind AS (Six Days each) in a combination 
of Webcasts from Head Office and physical classes at Regional 
Councils and Branch(es) for the students. The Webcast on 
GST will be held on 17th, 18th, 24th and 31st of next month 
and on 6th and 7th of January 2018 from 10 AM to 1 PM. The 
Physical Classes timings will be from 2PM to 5 PM on the 
same days. 

The Ind AS classes have been scheduled on 13th, 14th, 20th, 
21st, 27th and 28th of January 2018. Students, after completion 
of the Course(s) are required to pass a mobile app based online 
test with 50% marks to be eligible for receiving “Participation 
Certificate” by Board of Studies. The fee for each of the 
course will be ` 1500/-. Students are required to contact their 
nearest Branch/Regional Council for Registration. The last 
date of registration is 10th December, 2017.

Soft Skills
While your technical skills may get your foot in the door, 
your soft skills are what open most of the doors to come. 
Your work ethics, your attitude, your communication skills, 
your emotional intelligence and other personal attributes 
are the soft skills that are crucial for your career success.
You are all required to develop multi-dimensional skills to 
recognize your hidden traits and unleash them to widen 
your professional growth. We would like to exhort all of 
you to undergo the four week’s Residential Programme on 
Professional Skills Development at the Centre of Excellence, 
Hyderabad, which will definitely help you in your path of 
professional excellence and growth. 

It is our sincere wish that all our students establish their 
own identity and uniqueness in their profession.

 
Wish you all the best
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Strategic Cost Management and Performance Evaluation
“Strategy is about setting yourself apart from the competition. It’s not a matter of being better at 

what you do - it’s a matter of being different at what you do.” 
–  Michael Porter

Strategic Cost Management and Performance Evaluation (SCMPE) is a vital module of the overall skills base of today’s 
Chartered Accountant. SCMPE examines the Chartered Accountant’s role in dynamic organisations operating in the global 
business environment where organisations are considered as integrated part of the global market supply chain. The long- term 
sustainability of these organisations requires not only a sound internal operating environment but also an outward-looking 
strategy to compete with external environment. In this role, the Chartered Accountant contributes to strategy development and 
implementation with the goal of creating customer and shareholder value. SCMPE combines the strategic cost management 
techniques which have become increasingly important in contemporary operational environments, with the performance 
based management framework in one integrated system.
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Planning and 
Forecasting Tools ABB & ABM

Strategic Analysis; 
Analysis Through ABC

Budgetary Control

Standard Costing

Benchmarking

Divisional Performance 
Measures

Linking of CSFs to KPIs 
and Strategy

Pricing Decision

Decision Making

Product Service & 
Delivery

Cost Management 
Techniques

Value Management

Quality Management 
Tools

Value Recoginition

EFQM

Profitability Analysis

Cost Control & 
Analysis

Performance 
Management 

Decision Making

Strategic Cost 
Management

Ethics & Non Financial 
Considerations

Environmental Mgt. 
Accounting

Baldrige Criteria

Business Process 
Re-engineering

Process Innovation

ROI, RI, EVA, SVA

BSC; TBL; Performance-
Prism, Pyramid etc.

Value Chain Analysis/ Value Shop Model

Total Quality Management

Cost of Quality

Business Excellence Model

Value Analysis/ Engineering

Process Innovation & Re-engineering

Target Costing

Life Cycle Costing

Throughput Accounting

Lean System

Supply Chain Management 

Internal

External

Financial

Non Financial

Beyond Budgeting

Behavioural Aspects

JIT, Kaizen, 5S, TPM, 
Cellular Mfg., Six Sigma

Upstream and 
Downstream Flow

Transfer Pricing
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INTRODUCTION TO STRATEGIC COST MANAGEMENT

Chapter Overview Strategic Cost Management

Components of Strategic Cost Management

Strategic Cost 
Management

Components of Strategic 
Cost Management

• Strategic Positioning
• Cost Driver Analysis
• Value Chain Analysis

Traditional Cost Management
Traditional cost management system involves allocation of costs and 
overheads to the production and focusses largely on cost control and 
cost reduction.

Strategic Cost Management primary revolves around three business 
themes - Value Chain analysis, Cost driver analysis and Strategic 
positioning analysis.

Vision, Mission  
and Objectives

Value Shop 
Model

Strategic Frameworks for 
Value Chain Analysis

Industry
Structure
Analysis

Internal
Cost

Analysis

Core
Competencies 

Analysis

Internal
Differentiation

Analysis

Segmentation
Analysis

Vertical
Linkage
Analysis

The Value Chain Approach 
for Assessing Competitive 

Advantage

Limitations of 
Traditional Cost 

Management

Ignores 
Competition, 

Market Growth, 
and Customer 
Requirement

Limitations of 
Traditional Cost 

Management

Excessive 
Focus on Cost 

Reduction

Ignores 
Dynamics of 

Marketing and 
Economics

Limited Focus 
on Review and 
Improvisation

Reactive 
Approach

Short-term 
Outlook

Strategic cost 
management is 

the application of 
cost management 

techniques so that they 
improve the strategic 

position of a business as 
well as control costs. 

It is not limited to 
controlling costs but 

using cost information 
for management 
decision making. 

It also involves 
integrating cost 

information with 
the decision-making 

framework to 
support the overall 

organisational strategy. 

The basic aim of 
Strategic Cost 

Management is to help 
the organisation to 

achieve the sustainable 
competitive advantage 

through product 
differentiation and cost 

leadership. 

Strategic Positioning Analysis
Strategic Positioning Analysis is a company’s relative position within 
its industry matters for performance. Strategic positioning reflects 
choices a company makes about the kind of value it will create and how 
that value will be created differently than rivals. The following factors 
affect the strategic position of a company –

Strategic 
Positioning 

Analysis

Cost
Driver 

Analysis

Value 
Chain 

Analysis

External 
Enviroment

Internal 
Enviroment 

(Resources and 
Competencies)

Organisation 
Values, Culture 

and Systems

Strategic 
Position



  SCMPE

	 The Chartered Accountant Student   November 2017    09

External environment can be analysed using models like PESTEL 
(Political, Economic, Social, Technological, Environmental and Legal 
factors) and Porter’s 5 forces.

Cost Driver Analysis
Cost is caused or driven by various factors which are interrelated. 
Cost is not a simple function of volume or output as considered by 
traditional cost accounting systems. Cost driver concept is explained 
in two broad ways in strategic cost management parlance - Structural 
cost drivers and Executional cost drivers. 
Structural cost drivers are the organisational factors which affect the 
costs of a firm’s product. These factors drive costs of an organisation 
in varied ways. The scale and scope of operation of a company will 
impact the costs.
Executional cost drivers are based on firm’s operational decision 
on how the various resources are employed to achieve the goals 
and objectives. These cost drivers are determined by management 
style and policy. The participation of workforce towards continuous 
improvement, importance of total quality management, efficiency of 
plant layout etc. are examples of executional cost drivers. 
A company must focus on those cost drivers which is of strategic 
importance.

Value Chain Analysis
“Value-chain analysis is a process by which a firm identifies & analyses 
various activities that add value to the final product” 
♦	The idea is to identify those activities which do not add value to the 

final product/service and eliminate such non-value adding activities. 
♦	The analysis of value chain helps a firm obtain cost leadership or 

improve product differentiation. 
♦	Resources must be deployed in those activities that are capable of 

producing products valued by customers. 

Primary activities are those which are directly involved in transforming 
of inputs (Raw Material) into outputs (Finished Products) or in 
provision of service. Secondary activities (also known as support 
activities) support the primary activities. 

Strategic Frameworks For Value Chain Analysis
The Value Chain analysis requires strategic framework for organizing 
varied information. The following three are generally accepted strategic 
framework for Value Chain analysis.

Industry Structure Analysis 
An industry might not yield high profits just because the industry is 
large or growing. The five forces suggested by Porter’s play an important 
role in determining profit potential of the firms in an industry. 

The five forces analysis helps a firm to better understand the industry 
value chain and its competitive environment. 

Core Competencies Analysis
Core Competency is a distinctive or unique skill or technological 
knowhow that creates distinctive customer value. A core competency 
is the primary source of an organisation’s competitive advantage. The 
competitive advantage could result from cost leadership or product 
differentiation. 
There are three tests useful for identifying a core competence. 

In order to attain superior performance and attain competitive 
advantage, a firm must have distinctive competencies. 
Distinctive competencies can take any of the following two 
forms:
♦	An offering or differentiation advantage. If customers perceive 

a product or service as superior, they become more willing to 
pay a premium price relative to the price they will have to pay 
for competing offerings. 

♦	Relative low-cost advantage, under which customers gain when 
a company’s total costs undercut those of its average competitor.

Segmentation Analysis
A single industry might be a collection of different market segments.  
This analysis will reveal the competitive advantages or disadvantages 
of different segments. A firm may use this information to decide to exit 
the segment, to enter a segment, reconfigure one or more segments, or 
embark on cost reduction/ differentiation programs. 

Firm Infrastructure
(General Management, Accounting, Finance, Strategic Planning)

Human Resource Management
(Recruiting, Training, Development)

Technology Development
(R & D, Product and Process Improvement)

Procurement
(Purchasing of Raw Materials, Machines, Supplies)

Inbound
Logistics

(Raw 
Materials,

Handling and
Warehousing)

Operations
(Machining,
Assembling,

Testing 
Products)

Rivalry among 
existing 

competitors

Outbound
Logistics

(Warehousing 
and

Distribution of
Finished 

Products)

Marketing 
&

Sales
(Advertising,
Promotion,

Pricing, 
Channel

Relations)

Service
(Installation,

Repair 
Parts)

Su
pp

or
t A

ct
iv

iti
es

M
ar

gi
n
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Factors which influence profitability are:

Threat of new 
entrants

Threat of substitute 
products or services

Bargaining power 
of buyers

Bargaining power 
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In the SCM frame work, effective cost management involves a 
broad focus which Porter calls the value chain. It is a strategic tool 
used to analyse internal firm activities. Its goal is to recognize, 
which activities are the most valuable (i.e. are the source of cost 
or differentiation advantage) to the firm and which ones could 
be improved to provide competitive advantage. Cost leadership 
can be achieved through techniques like target costing. Product 
differentiation is directly proportional to market movements and 
changing business requirements. 

The Value Chain Approach For Assessing 
Competitive Advantage

The value chain model can be used by business to assess the 
competitive advantage. Companies must not only focus on the end 
product/ service but also on the process/ activities involved in creation 
of these products/ services. The value chain approach can be used to 
better understand the competitive advantage in the following areas:

Internal Cost Analysis
Organisations can use the value chain analysis to understand the cost 
of processes and activities and identify the source of profitability.

Internal Differentiation Analysis
Companies can also use value chain analysis to create and offer 
superior differentiation to the customers. The focus is on improving 
the value perceived by customers on the companies’ products and 
service offering. The firms must identify and analyse the value creating 
process and carry out a differentiation analysis.

Vertical Linkage Analysis
A company generates competitive advantage not only through linkages 
of internal processes within a firm but also through linkages between 
a firm’s value chain and that of suppliers or users. A vertical linkage 
analysis includes all upstream and downstream activities throughout 
the industry. 

The management in a value shop focuses on areas like problem and 
opportunity assessment, resource mobilization, project management, 
solutions delivery, outcome measurement, and learning.

Value Shop Model or Service Value Chain
This concept aims to serve companies from service sector. In value shop 
principle, no value addition takes place. It only deals with the problem, 
figure-out the main area requires its service and finally comes with 
the solution. This approach is designed to solve customer problems 
rather than creating value by producing output from an input of raw 
materials. The model has the same support activities as Porter’s 
Value Chain but the primary activities are described differently. In 
the value shop they are:
♦	Problem finding and acquisition.
♦	Problem solving.
♦	Choosing among solutions.
♦	Execution and control/evaluation.

MODERN BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT
Chapter Overview

Modern Business Environment

Quality Management

Cost of Quality Total Quality Management Business Excellence Model
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• Optimal COQ

• Prevention Costs
• Apprisal Costs
• Internal Failure Costs
• External Failure Costs
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Modern Business Environment
Today’s business environment is that of a buyer’s market. This 
trend is the result of international transitions and macroeconomic, 
technological, political, and social changes. The challenge for 
businesses today is to satisfy their customers through the exceptional 
performance of their processes.

Cost Of Quality (COQ)
Mr. Philip B. Crosby in his book ‘Quality is Free’ referred to the COQ 
costs in two broad categories namely ‘Price of Conformance’ and 
‘Price of Non-conformance’. These two can be bifurcated further in 
to prevention & appraisal costs and internal & external failure costs. 
Hence, COQ is often referred as PAF (Prevention, appraisal & failure) 
model. In other words, ‘Price of Conformance’ is known as ‘Cost of 
Good quality’ and ‘Price of Non-conformance’ is often termed as ‘Cost 
of Poor Quality’.

Prevention Costs
♦	 The costs incurred for preventing the poor quality of products and 

services may be termed as Prevention Cost. 
♦	 They are planned and incurred before actual operation and are 

associated with the design, implementation, and maintenance of 
the quality management system. 

Appraisal Costs
♦	 The need of control in product and services to ensure high 

quality level in all stages, conformance to quality standards and 
performance requirements is Appraisal Costs. 

♦	 Appraisal Cost incurred to determine the degree of conformance 
to quality requirements (measuring, evaluating or auditing).

 
Internal Failure Costs
♦	 These are costs that are caused by products or services not 

conforming to requirements or customer/user needs and are found 
before delivery of products and services to external customers. 

♦	 Deficiencies are caused both by errors in products and 
inefficiencies in processes. 

External Failure Costs
♦	 These costs occur when products or services that fail to reach 

design quality standards are not detected until transfer to the 
customer.

Optimal COQ
It is generally accepted that an increased expenditure in prevention 
and appraisal is likely to result in a substantial reduction in failure 
costs. Because of the trade off, there may be an optimum operating 
level in which the combined costs are at a minimum. 

Total Quality Management (TQM)
Total Quality Management (TQM) is a management strategy aimed at 
embedding awareness of quality in all organizational processes. TQM 
requires that the company maintain this quality standard in all aspects 
of its business. This requires ensuring that things are done right the first 
time and that defects and waste are eliminated from operations. TQM 
is a comprehensive management system which:
♦	 Focuses on meeting owner’s/ customer’s needs, by providing 

quality services at a reasonable cost.
♦	 Focuses on continuous improvement.
♦	 Recognizes role of everyone in the organization.
♦	 Views organization as an internal system with a common aim.
♦	 Focuses on the way tasks are accomplished.
♦	 Emphasizes teamwork. 

Six C’s of TQM

The Plan–Do–Check–Act (PDCA) Cycle
Deming developed the Plan – Do – Check – Act cycle. PDCA Cycle 
describes the activities a company needs to perform in order to 
incorporate continuous improvement in its operation. 

Cost of Quality
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Deming outlined his philosophy on quality in his famous “14 Points.” 
These points are principles that help guide companies in achieving 
quality improvement.

Criticisms of Total Quality Management
♦	 the focus on documentation of process and ill-measurable 

outcomes;
♦	 the emphasis on quality assurance rather than improvement; 
♦	 an internal focus which is at odds with the alleged customer 

orientation; and
♦	 may not be appropriate for service based industries

The Business Excellence Model
Business Excellence (BE) is a philosophy for developing and 
strengthening the management systems and processes of an 
organization to improve performance and create value for stakeholders. 
The essence of this approach is to develop quality management 
principles that increase the overall efficiency of the operation, 
minimize waste in the production of goods and services, and help to 
increase employee loyalty as a means of maintaining high standards 
throughout the business by achieving excellence in everything that 
an organization does (including leadership, strategy, customer focus, 
information management, people and processes). 
Several business excellence models exist world-wide. While variations 
exist, these models are all remarkably similar. The most common 
include;
♦	 EFQM Excellence Model 
♦	 Baldrige Criteria for Performance Excellence
♦	 Singapore BE Framework
♦	 Japan Quality Award Model
♦	 Australian Business Excellence Framework

EFQM Excellence Model
The EFQM model is a practical, non-prescriptive tool that enables 
organizations to understand the cause and effect relationships between 
what their organisation does and the results it achieves. The EFQM 
model presents a set of three integrated components: 
♦	 The Fundamental, concepts of excellence
♦	 The Criteria, conceptual framework
♦	 The RADAR, logic assessment framework

Baldrige Criteria for Performance Excellence
This model provides the foundation for most of the business excellence 
models adopted around the world. The framework is built round the 
seven categories i.e., 
♦	 Leadership, 
♦	 Strategic planning, 
♦	 Customer and market focus, 
♦	 Measurement analysis and knowledge management, 
♦	 Workforce, 
♦	 Process management and 
♦	 Business results.

Business Excellence Model and Organizational 
Culture
♦	 Business Excellence approach focuses on strengthening the 

internal function and communication, looks towards the 
cultivation of strong ties with consumers and can be incorporated 
into the culture.

♦	 Excellence cannot be attained if the staffs are forced to conform to 
certain norms. They have to be critically managed and motivated. 

Theory of Constraints
Operational Measures of Theory of Constraints
The theory of constraints focuses on revenue and cost management 
when faced with bottlenecks. It advocates the use of three key 
measures. These are:

Core 
Measures

Definition

Throughput
(T)

♦	 Throughput as a TOC measure is the rate of 
generating money in an organization through Sales.

♦	 Throughput = (Sales Revenue – Unit Level Variable 
Expenses)/ Time

♦	 Direct Labour Cost is viewed as a fixed unit level 
expenses and is not usually included. 

Investment
(I)

♦	 This is money associated with turning materials 
into Throughput and do not have to be immediately 
expensed. 

♦	 Includes assets such as facilities, equipment, 
fixtures and computers. 

Operating 
Expense
(OE)

♦	 Money spent in turning Investment into Throughput 
and therefore, represent all other money that an 
organisation spends. 

♦	 Includes direct labour and all operating and 
maintenance expenses.

Based on these three measures, the objectives of management can 
be expressed as increasing throughput, minimizing investment and 
decreasing operating expenses.

Goldratt’s Five-Step Method for Improving 
Performance
The key steps in managing bottleneck resources are as follows:

Operational Measures

Identify the 
Constraints

Exploit the 
Constraints

Subordinate &
Synchronize to the

Constraint

Elevate the
Performance

of the Constraint

Repeat the 
Process

Throughput

Increase
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Incoming 

Money
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Money Tiedup 

with in the 
System
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the System

Investment

Minimum
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Throughput Accounting
Several ratios were defined by Galloway and Waldron based on the 
definition of throughput. 
Throughput Accounting Ratio:

If the TA ratio is greater than 1 the product in question is “profitable” 
because, if all capacities were devoted to that product, the throughput 
generated would exceed the total factory cost. If there was a bottleneck, 
products could be ranked by a variant of the TA ratio (although the 
ranking is the same as that derived by the use of throughput per 
bottleneck minute). 
Other Performance Ratios suggested include:  

Throughput per Bottleneck Minute
Factory Cost per Bottleneck Minute

Throughput 
Labour Cost

Throughput 
Material Cost

and

Supply Chain Management 
The Global Supply Chain Forum (GSCF) defines Supply chain 
management as the “integration of key business processes from end 
user through original suppliers that provides products, services, and 
information that add value for customers and other stakeholders”. 

Types of Supply Chain- Push and Pull
Push Model 

Supply to 
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Supply to 
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Based on 
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Inventory 
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Automatically 
Replenish 

Warehouse
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Stock

Purchase 
What is 

Available

Customer 
Orders

Supplier

Supplier

Manufacturer

Manufacturer

Distributor

Distributor

Retailer

Retailer

Customer 

Customer 

Pull Model

Upstream and Downstream Flow
A supply chain begins right from the supplier and finally ends on end 
customer or consumer. In the total chain, there are flows of material, 
information and capital or finance. When the flow relates to supplier, it 
is termed as upstream flow. If the flow is with consumers or customers, 
it is named as downstream flow. 

Management of Upstream Supplier Chain
Management of transactions with suppliers are termed as upstream 
supply chain management.

be achieved for both businesses, something that would be difficult to 
achieve if operating independently.

Use of Information Technology
The main activities of upstream supply chain are procurement and 
logistics. In modern business environment upstream supply chain 
management use E-Procurement process. E-Procurement is the 
electronic methods beginning from identification of the organization’s 
requirements and end on payment. E-Procurement includes 
E-Sourcing, E-Purchasing and E-Payment.

Downstream Supply Chain Management
Management of transactions with consumers or customers are termed 
as downstream supply chain management.

Relationship Marketing
Marketing plays a vital role to successfully handle the downstream 
supply chain management. The Relationship marketing helps the 
organization to keep existing customer and to attract new customers 
through helpful staff, quality service / product, appropriate prices and 
proper customer care etc. 
Six Markets Model identifies the six key “market domains” where 
organizations may consider directing their marketing activities.

Relationship with Suppliers
Supplier capabilities of innovation, quality, reliability and costs/
price reductions and agility to reduce risk factors all have witnessed 
significant changes when aligned with key suppliers. Greater value can 

The six markets model suggests that a firm must regulate its actions 
towards developing appropriate relationships with each of the market 
areas as the management of relationships in each of the six markets is 
critical for the attainment of customer retention objective.
The growing interest in relationship marketing suggests a shift in 
the nature of marketplace transactions from discrete to relational 
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exchanges, from exchanges between parties with no past history and 
no future to interactions between parties with a history and plans for 
future interaction.

Customers Relationship Management
To manage and analyse customer’s interaction and data throughout 
the life cycle with the main motive of improving business relations 
the strategies and technologies used is Customer Relationship 
Management (CRM). Relation includes relations with customers, 
assisting in customer retention and driving sales growth. CRM is 
knowing the needs of the customers and providing them with best 
possible solution.

Analysis of Customers and their Behaviour 
Analysis of customers is necessary based on geographical location 
or purchasing characteristics. For industrial customer expectation of 
benefits - quality, discount, serviceability, size of the should be taken 
into consideration. During such analysing process, management should 
keep in mind the physiological need, safety need, social need, status/ 
ego need and self-fulfillment need of existing and future customers.

Customers Account Profitability (CAP)
Undertaking a customer account profitability improvement initiative 
is a five-step process:

Customers Lifetime Value (CLV)
Customer Life time value is the present value of net profit that we 
derive from a customer over the entire lifetime of relationship with that 
particular customer. It is the net present value of the projected future 
cash flows from a lifetime of customer relationship. It is an essential 
tool used in marketing to focus on more profitable customers and stop 
servicing non-profitable customers. 

Customer’s Selection, Acquisition, Retention and Extension

The use of Information Technology in Downstream 
Supply Chain Management
In managing downstream supply chain, organizations link their sales 
system to the purchasing system of its customer through Electronic 
Data Change. Using E-Business, they sell products. Intelligence 
gathering is used to monitor the online customer transactions. 
E-mail is the way through which organization keeps in touch with 
customers. Use of IT results in quick action, reduction in associated 
cost and saving in time.

Brand Strategy
Specially branding of product makes a huge difference in its appeal 
to customers. Branding can be usage of logo or specific colour or any 
other means which makes the product or service distinctively visible 
among others.

Gain Sharing Arrangements
Gain sharing is an approach to the review and adjustment of an existing 
contract, or series of contracts, where the adjustment provides benefits 
to both parties. 

Outsourcing
Outsourcing is a business practice used by companies to reduce costs 
or improve efficiency by shifting tasks, operations, jobs or processes to 
another party for a span of time.

LEAN SYSTEM AND INNOVATION
Chapter Overview

Lean System and Innovation
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Lean System
“Lean System is an organized method for waste minimization 
without sacrificing productivity within a manufacturing system. Lean 
implementation emphasizes the importance of optimizing work flow 
through strategic operational procedures while minimizing waste and 
being adaptable.” 
There are generally 7 type of wastes:

Most of lean system techniques are based on following principles:
♦	 Perfect first-time quality 
♦	 Waste minimization 
♦	 Continuous improvement 
♦	 Flexibility 
The characteristics of lean manufacturing:
♦	 Zero waiting time
♦	 Zero inventory
♦	 Pull processing 
♦	 Continuous flow of production
♦	 Continuous finding ways of reducing process time.

Just-In-Time (JIT)
CIMA defines:
“System whose objective is to produce or to procure products or 
components as they are required by a customer or for use, rather than 
for stock. Just-in-time system Pull system, which responds to demand, 
in contrast to a push system, in which stocks act as buffers between the 
different elements of the system such as purchasing, production and 
sales”.
A complete JIT system begins with production, includes deliveries to a 
company’s production facilities, continues through the manufacturing 
plant, and even includes the types of transactions processed by the 
accounting system.

Features

Essential Pre-requisites of a JIT system
♦	 Low variety of goods
♦	 Vendor reliability
♦	 Good communication
♦	 Demand stability
♦	 TQM
♦	 Defect-free materials
♦	 Preventive maintenance

Impact of JIT System on
♦	 Waste Costs: When fully installed, a JIT system vastly reduce all 

these types of waste. When this happens, there is a sharp drop in 
several aspects of a product’s costs.

♦	 Overhead Costs: The costs of material handling, facilities, and 
quality inspection decline when a JIT system is installed. 

♦	 Product Prices: When a company achieves a higher level of 
product quality, along with ability to deliver products on the dates 
required, customers may be willing to pay a premium. 

Performance Measurements in a JIT System
Many of the performance measurement measures used under a 
traditional accounting system are not useful in a JIT environment, while 
new measures can be implemented that take advantage of the unique 
characteristics of this system.

♦	 Machine utilization measurements can be discarded under JIT 
environment.

♦	 Another inappropriate measurement is any type of piece rate 
tracking for each employee.

♦	 Any type of direct labour efficiency tracking is highly 
inappropriate in a JIT system.

♦	 Installing a JIT system does not mean that there should be a 
complete elimination of operational measures.

Back-flushing in a JIT System
Back-flushing requires no data entry of any kind until a finished 
product is completed. 

Kaizen Costing
This philosophy implies that small, incremental changes routinely 
applied and sustained over a long period result in significant 
improvements. 

Kaizen Costing Principles 
♦	 The system seeks gradual improvements in the existing situation, 

at an acceptable cost. 
♦	 It encourages collective decision making and application of 

knowledge.
♦	 There are no limits to the level of improvements that can be 

implemented. 
♦	 Kaizen involves setting standards and then continually improving 

these standards to achieve long-term sustainable improvements. 
♦	 The focus is on eliminating waste, improving systems, and 

improving productivity. 
♦	 Involves all employees and all areas of the business.

5S
5S is the name of a workplace organization method that uses a list 
of five Japanese words: seiri, seiton, seiso, seiketsu, and shitsuke. 
It explains how a work space should be organized for efficiency and 
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effectiveness by identifying and storing the items used, maintaining 
the area and items, and sustaining the new order.

5S methodology is being applied to a wide variety of industries 
including Manufacturing, Health care, Education & Government.

Total Productive Maintenance (TPM)
Total Productive Maintenance (TPM) is a system of maintaining and 
improving the integrity of production and quality systems. This is 
done through the machines, equipment, processes, and employees 
that add to the value in Business Organisation. TPM helps in keeping 
all equipment in top working condition so as to avoid breakdowns and 
delays in manufacturing processes.
TPM Strategy focuses on eight pillars of success with 5S strategy as 
foundation.

Performance Measurement in TPM
The most important approach to the measurement of TPM 
performance is known as Overall Equipment Effectiveness (OEE) 
measure. 

Performance × Availability × Quality = OEE %
OEE may be applied to any individual assets or to a process. It is 
unlikely that any manufacturing process can run at 100% OEE. 
According to Dal et al (2000), Nakajima (1998) suggested that ideal 
values for the OEE component measures are:

Availability > 90%

Performance > 95%

Quality > 99%

Accordingly, OEE at World Class Performance would be 
approximately 85%. Kotze (1993) contradicted, that an OEE figure 
greater than 50% is more realistic and therefore more useful as an 
acceptable target. 

Cellular Manufacturing/ One Piece Flow 
Production System

A Sub Section of JIT and Lean System is Cellular Manufacturing. It 
encompasses a group technology. The goals of cellular manufacturing are:
♦	 To move as quickly as possible,
♦	 Make a wide variety of similar products, 
♦	 Making as little waste as possible. 

Six Sigma
It is quality improvement technique whose objective is to eliminate 
defects in any aspect that affects customer satisfaction. The premise 
of Six Sigma is that by measuring defects in a process, a company can 
develop ways to eliminate them and practically achieve “zero defects”. 
Six sigma can be used with balanced scorecard by providing more 
rigorous measurement system based on statistics.
 
Numerical Concept of Six Sigma
‘Sigma’ is a statistical term that measures how far a process deviates 
from perfection. The higher the sigma number, the closer the process 
is to perfection.

The values of Defect Percentage
Six Sigma is 3.4 defects per million opportunities or getting things 
right 99.99966% of the time. It is possible to develop ways of reducing 
defects by measuring the level of defects in a process and discovering 
the causes.

Implementation of Six Sigma
There are two methodologies for the implementation of Six Sigma-
DMAIC: This method is very robust. It is used to improve existing 
business process. To produce dramatic improvement in business 
process, many entities have used it successfully. It has five phases:

DMADV: The application of these methods is aimed at creating a 
high-quality product keeping in mind customer requirements at 
every stage of the product. It is an improvement system which is 
used to develop new processes or products at Six Sigma quality levels. 
Phases are described in diagram:

TPM Goals
Zero Defects, Zero Breakdowns, 

Zero Accidents
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Both DMADV and DMAIC are fundamental six sigma 
methodologies for improving quality of product/process. Broadly, 
DMAIC deals with improving some existing process to make it 
align with customer’s needs while DMADV deals with new design 
or redesign.

Lean Six Sigma
Lean Six Sigma is the combination of Lean and Six Sigma which 
help to achieve greater results that had not been achieved if Lean 
or Six Sigma would have been used individually. It increases the 
speed and effectiveness of any process within any organization. 
By using lean Six Sigma, organisations will be able to Maximize 
Profits, Build Better Teams, Minimize Costs, and Satisfy 
Customers.

Process Innovation
Process Innovation means the implementation of a new or 
significantly improved production or delivery method (including 
significant changes in techniques, equipment and/ or software). 

Business Process Reengineering
Hammer defines Business Process Reengineering (BPR) (or simply 
reengineering) as “the fundamental rethinking and radical 
redesign of business processes to achieve dramatic improvements in 

♦ Organize around outcomes
♦ Have those who need the results of a process 

perform the process
♦ Integrate the processing of information into the 

work process that produces the information
♦ Treat geographically dispersed resources as though 

they were centralized	
♦ Line parallel activities instead of integrating their 

results
♦ Put the decision point where the work is performed, 

and build controls into the process
♦ Capture information once and at the source

Principles 
of Business 

Process  
Re-engineering

critical contemporary measures of performance, such as cost, quality, 
service, and speed.” 

Main Stage of BPR
Process Identification

Each task performed being  
re- engineered is broken down into 

a series of processes.

Process Rationalisation
Processes which are non value 

adding, to be discarded.

Process Reassembly
Re-engineered processes are 

implemented in the most  
efficient manner.

Process Redesign
Remaining processes are 

redesigned.

Porter’s Value Chain is commonly used in Business Process Re-
engineering as a technique to identify and analyse processes that are 
of strategic significance to the organisation.

Target Costing 
It can be defined as “a structured approach to determining the cost 
at which a proposed product with specified functionality and quality 
must be produced, to generate a desired level of profitability at its 
anticipated selling price”. 

In Target costing, we first determine what price we think the 
consumer will pay for our product. We then determine how much of 
a profit margin we expect and subtract that from the final price. The 
remaining amount left is what is available as a budget to be used to 
create the product.

Components of Target Costing System
Typically, the total target is broken down into its various components, 
each component is studied and opportunities for cost reductions are 
identified. These activities are often referred to as Value Analysis 
(VA) and Value Engineering (VE). 

COST MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES

Chapter Overview Value Analysis is a planned, scientific approach to cost reduction 
which reviews the material composition of a product and production 
design so that modifications and improvements can be made which 
do not reduce the value of the product to the customer or to the user. 

Value Engineering is the application of value analysis to new 
products. Value engineering relates closely to target costing as it is cost 
avoidance or cost reduction before production. 
The initial value engineering may not uncover all possible cost 
savings. Thus, Kaizen Costing is designed to repeat many of the value 
engineering steps for as long as a product is produced, constantly 
refining the process and thereby stripping out extra costs. 

Further, Target Costing System is based on involving representatives 
of all the Value Chain such as suppliers, agents, distributors and 
existing after-sales service in the target costing system. 

Life Cycle Costing
Life Cycle Costing involves identifying the costs and revenue over a 
product’s life i.e. from inception to decline. Life cycle costing aims to 
maximize the profit generated from a product over its total life cycle. 

The life cycle of a product consists of four phases/ stages viz., 
Introduction; Growth; Maturity; Saturation and Decline. 

Cost Management Techniques

Cost Control Life Cycle
Costing

Target 
Costing

Value Analysis/
EngineeringEnvironmental Management

Accounting

Pareto Analysis

Cost 
Reduction
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Environmental Prevention 
Costs–
Those costs associated with 
preventing adverse  
environmental impacts.

Environmental Internal Failure 
Costs –
Costs incurred from activities 
that have been produced but not 
discharged into the environment. 

Environmental Appraisal Costs– 
The cost of activities executed 
to determine whether products, 
process and activities are in 
compliance with environmental 
standards, policies and laws. 

Environmental External Failure 
Costs – 
Costs incurred on activities 
performed after discharging 
waste into the environment. These 
costs have adverse impact on the 
organisation’s reputation and 
natural resources. 

Pareto Analysis
Pareto Analysis is a rule that recommends focus on the most 
important aspects of the decision making in order to simplify the 
process of decision making. It is based on the 80:20 rule that was a 
phenomenon first observed by Vilfredo Pareto, a nineteenth century 
Italian economist. He noticed that 80% of the wealth of Milan was 
owned by 20% of its citizens. This phenomenon, or some kind 
of approximation of it say, (70: 30 etc.) can be observed in many 
different business situations. The management can use it in a number 
of different circumstances to direct management attention to the key 
control mechanism or planning aspects. It helps to clearly establish 
top priorities and to identify both profitable and unprofitable targets.

Environmental Management Accounting [EMA]
♦	 EMA identifies and estimates the costs of environment-related 

activities and seeks to control these costs. 
♦	 The focus of EMA is not on financial costs but it also considers the 

environmental cost or benefit of any decisions made. 
♦	 EMA is an attempt to integrate best management accounting 

thinking with best environmental management practice. 

Environmental Costs

Life Cycle Characteristics

Strategies

Introduction Growth Maturity Decline
Objectives Create product 

awareness & trial
Maximise market share Maximise profits while 

defending market share
Reduce expenditures & 
milk the brand

Sales Low sales Rapidly rising Peak sales Declining sales
Costs per Customer High cost per customer Average cost per customer Low cost per customer Low cost per customer
Profits Negative Rising profits High profits Declining profits
Customers Innovators Early adopters Middle majority Laggards
Competitors Few Growing number Steady number 

beginning to decline
Declining number

Introduction Growth Maturity Decline
Product Offer basic product Offer product extensions, 

service & warranty
Diversify brands and
models

Phase out weak items

Price Cost plus profit Price to penetrate market Price to match or beat 
competitors

Price cutting

Advertising Build product awareness 
amongst early adopters 
& dealers

Build awareness & interest 
in mass market

Stress on brand 
differences and benefits

Reduce level to keep hard 
core loyalty

Distribution Build selective 
distribution

Build Intensive 
distribution

Build more intensive 
distribution 

Go selective: Phase out 
unprofitable outlets

Sales Promotion Use heavy sales 
promotion to entice trial 

Reduce to take advantage 
of heavy consumer 
demand

Increase to encourage 
brand switching 

Reduce to minimal level

Identification of Environmental Costs
To prepare environmental management accounts an intense review 
of general ledger containing costs of materials, utilities and waste 
disposal etc. is required. Since the environmental costs are generally 
‘hidden’ in ‘general overheads’ of the company, it becomes difficult for 
management to identify opportunities to cut environmental costs 
but nonetheless it is crucial for them to do so to preserve natural 
resources getting scarcer.

In 2003, the UNDSD identified four management accounting 
techniques for the Identification and Allocation of Environmental 
Costs: 

Input-Output Analysis
This technique records material inflows and balances this with 
outflows on the basis that, what comes in, must go out. 

Flow Cost Accounting
This technique uses not only material flows but also the organizational 
structure. Classic material flows are recorded as well as material losses 
incurred at various stages of production. Flow cost accounting makes 
material flows transparent by using various data, which are quantities 
(physical data), costs (monetary data) and values (quantities x costs).  
The material flows are divided into three categories, material, system, 
and delivery and disposal. 

Life Cycle Costing 
Lifecycle costing considers the costs and revenues of a product 
over its whole life rather than one accounting period. Therefore, the 
full environmental cost of producing a product will be taken into 
account. In order to reduce lifecycle costs, an organization may adopt 
a TQM approach.

Activity Based Costing (ABC)
ABC allocates internal costs to cost centres and cost drivers on the 
basis of the activities that give rise to the costs. In an environmental 
accounting context, it distinguishes between environment-related 
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costs, which can be attributed to joint cost centres, and environment- 
driven costs, which tend to be hidden on general overheads. 

The environment-driven costs are removed from general 
overheads and traced to products or services. The cost drivers are 
determined based on environment impact that activities have and 
costs are charged accordingly. This should give a good attribution 
of environmental costs to individual products and should result in 
better control of costs.

Controlling Environmental Costs
After Identification and Allocation of Environmental Costs, task of 
controlling starts. An organization may try to control these costs as 
mentioned below-

Waste
‘Mass balance’ approach can be used to determine how much 
material is wasted in production, whereby the weight of materials 
bought is compared to the product yield. 

Water
Businesses pay for water twice – first, to buy it and second, to dispose 
of it. If savings are to be made in terms of reduced water bills, it is 
important for organizations to identify where water is used and how 
consumption can be decreased.

Energy
Often, energy costs can be reduced significantly at very little 
cost. Environmental management accounts may help to identify 
inefficiencies and wasteful practices and, therefore, opportunities for 
cost savings.

Transport and Travel
Again, EMA techniques may be used to identify savings in terms 
of travel and transport of goods and materials. At a simple level, a 
business can invest in more fuel-efficient vehicles.

Consumables and Raw Materials
These are directly attributable costs and discussions with 
management can reduce such costs. For example, toner cartridges 
for printers could be refilled rather than replaced.

Reasons for Controlling Environmental Cost
There are three main reasons why the management of environmental 
costs is becoming increasingly important in organizations.

First, a ‘carbon footprint’ (as defined by the Carbon Trust) measures 
the total greenhouse gas emissions caused directly and indirectly by 
a person, organization, event or product. 

Second, environmental costs are becoming huge for some companies, 
particularly those operating in highly industrialized sectors such as 
oil production. Such significant cossts need to be managed.

Third, regulation is increasing worldwide at a rapid pace, with 
penalties for non-compliance also increasing accordingly. 

Role of EMA in Product/ Process Related Decision 
Making
The correct costing of products is a pre-condition for making sound 
business decisions. The accurate product pricing is needed for 
strategic decisions regarding the volume and choices of products 
to be produced. EMA converts many environmental overhead costs 
into direct costs and allocate them to the products that are responsible 
for their incurrence. The results of improved costing by EMA may 
include:
♦	 Different pricing of products as a result of re-calculated costs;
♦	 Re-evaluation of the profit margins of products;
♦	 Phasing-out certain products when the change is dramatic;
♦	 Re-designing processes or products in order to reduce 

environmental costs and
♦	 Improving housekeeping and monitoring of environmental 

performance.

PRICING DECISION

Chapter Overview Pricing Methods

The Pricing Decision Structured
Approach

•	 Theory of Price
•	 Profit 

Maximisation
	 Model

•	 Pricing Policy
•	 Principles of
	 Product Pricing
-	 Price Sensitivity
-	 Price
	 Customization

•	 Pricing 
Methods

-	 Competition
	 Based
-	 Cost Based
-	 Value Based

•	 Strategic Pricing
	 of New 

Products
-	 Skimming
-	 Penetration

•	� Pricing under
	 Different 

Market
	 Structures

•	� Pricing
	 Adjustment
	 Polices

•	 Price in Periods
	 of Recession
•	 Price below
	 Marginal Cost

•	 Pricing and
	 Product
	 Life Cycle

•	 Pricing of 
Services  

-	 Key Issues

Pricing 
Methods

Going Rate 
Pricing

True Economic 
Value

Sealed Bid-
Pricing

Perceived 
Value 

Competition-
Based Cost-Based Value- Based



SCMPE  

	 20   November 2017  The Chartered Accountant Student

Cost-Based Pricing Method
In many businesses, the common method of price determining is to 
estimate the cost of product & fix a margin of profit. The term ‘cost’ 
here means Full Cost at current output and wages level since these 
are regarded as most relevant in price determination. 
Pricing based on total costs is subjected to two limitations. They are:
♦	 The allocation of inter-departmental overheads is based on an 

arbitrary basis; and 
♦	 The allocation overheads will require estimation of normal 

output which often cannot be done precisely.
In order to avoid these complications, Variable Costs which are 
considered as relevant costs are used for pricing, by adding a mark- 
up (to include fixed costs allocation also).
Sometimes, instead of arbitrarily adding a percentage on cost for 
profit, the firm determines an average mark-up on cost necessary to 
produce a desired Rate of Return on Investment. The rate of return 
to be earned by the firm or industry must depend on the risk involved. 

Competition-Based Pricing Method 
When a company sets its price mainly on the consideration of what 
its competitors are charging, its pricing policy under such a situation 
is called competitive pricing or competition-oriented pricing. It is 
not necessary under competitive pricing to charge the same price as 
charged by the concern’s competitors. But under such a pricing, the 
concern may keep its prices lower or higher than its competitors by 
a certain percentage. 

Strategic Pricing of New Products
The pricing of new product poses a bigger problem because of the uncertainty involved in the estimation of their demand. In order to overcome 
this difficulty, experimental sales are conducted in different markets using different prices to see which price is suitable. A new product is 
analysed into three categories for the purpose of pricing:

Going Rate 
Pricing

Sealed 
Bid-Pricing

It is a competitive pricing method under 
which a firm tries to keep its price at the 
average level charged by the industry. The 
use of such a practice of pricing is especially 
useful where it is difficult to measure costs. 

The objective of the firm in the bidding 
situation is to get the contract, and this means 
that it hopes to set its price lower than that 
set by any of the other bidding firms. But 
however, the firm does not ordinarily set its 
price below a certain level. Even when it is 
anxious to get a contract in order to keep 
the plant busy, it cannot quote price below 
marginal cost. On the other hand, if it raises 
its price above marginal cost, it increases 
its potential profit but reduces its chance of 
getting the contract.

Value- Based Pricing Method
There is an increasing trend to price the product on the basis of 
customer’s perception of its value. This method helps the firm in 
reducing the threat of price wars. Marketing research is important 
for this method. It is based on:

Objective Value or True Economic Value (TEV)
This is a measure of benefits that a product is intended to deliver to 
the consumers relative to the other products without giving any regard 
whether the consumer can recognize these benefits or not. 
True economic value for a consumer is calculated taking two 
differentials into consideration:

TEV = Cost of the Next Best Alternative + Value of 
Performance Differential

Cost of the next best alternative is the cost of a comparable product 
offered by some other company. Value of performance differential is 
the value of additional features provided by the seller of a product. 
A firm’s product may be superior to the next best alternative in some 
dimensions but inferior in others. 

Perceived Value 
This is the value that consumer understands the product deliver to it. 
It is the price of a product that a consumer is willing to spend to have 
that product. 

At the time of fixing price, it is to be kept in the mind that any 
price which set below the perceived value but above the cost of 
goods sold give incentives to both buyers and the seller. This can be 
understood with the help the diagram given below. 

Price

00

True Economic Value

Perceived Value

Benefit to consumer = Perceived value – Price

Profit = Price – Cost of Sales

Cost of Sales

Price

Pricing of New Product

Revolutionary Product
A product is said to be 

revolutionary when it is new 
for the market and has the 
potential to create its own 

value. 

Revolutionary product may 
enjoy the premium price as a 
reward for its innovation and 

taking first initiative.

A product introduces 
upgraded version with few 
additional characteristics 

of the product is known as 
evolutionary product. 

The evolutionary products may 
be priced taking cost-benefit, 
competitor, and demand for 

the product into account.

A product is said to be me-too 
product when its emergence 
is a result of the success of a 

revolutionary product. 

The me-too products are 
price takers as the price is 
determined by the market 
mainly by the competitive 

forces. 

Evolutionary Product

Me-too Product



  SCMPE

	 The Chartered Accountant Student   November 2017    21

Three New Product Pricing Situations

While preparing to enter the market with a new product, management 
must decide whether to adopt a skimming or penetration pricing 
strategy.

Penetration Pricing 
This policy is in favour of using a low price as the principal instrument 
for penetrating mass markets early. It is opposite to skimming price. 
The low price policy is introduced for the sake of long-term survival 
and profitability and hence it has to receive careful consideration 
before implementation. The three circumstances in which 
penetrating pricing policy can be adopted are:

Skimming Pricing
It is a policy of high prices during the early period of a product’s 
existence. This can be synchronised with high promotional 
expenditure and in the later years the prices can be gradually reduced. 
The reasons for following such a policy are:

Chapter Overview

PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENT AND EVALUATION

The demand is likely to 
be inelastic in the earlier 
stages till the product is 

established in the market.

When demand of the 
product is elastic to 

price.

High Company

Mid Company

Low Company

Me-too

Evolutionary

Revolutionary

Perceived Benefits

Perceived Price

Existing Offerings New Offerings

When there are 
substantial savings 

on large scale 
production. 

The change of high price 
in the initial periods 

serves to skim the cream 
of the market that is 

relatively insensitive to 
price. 

The demand for the 
product is not known the 

price covers the initial 
cost of production.

When there is threat of 
competition. 

High initial capital 
outlays, needed for 

manufacture, results in 
high cost of production.  
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Linking CSFs to KPIs and Corporate Strategy

•	 Triple Bottomline

•	 VFM
•	 Adapted Balanced
	 Scorecard

•	 Cost Centre
•	 Revenue Centre
•	 Profit Centre
•	 Investment Centre

•	 Balanced Scorecard
•	 The Performance Pyramid
•	 Building Block Model
•	 The Performance Prism

•	 Return on Investment
•	 Residual Income
•	 Economic Value Added
•	 Shareholder Value Added
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Divisional Performance Measures

Return on Investment (ROI)
♦	 ROI expresses divisional profit as a percentage of the assets 

employed in the division. 
♦	 ROI is a common measure and thus is ideal for comparison across 

corporate divisions for companies of similar size and in similar 
sectors.  ROI can therefore lead to a lack of goal congruence.

Residual Income (RI)
♦	 To overcome some of the dysfunctional consequences of ROI, 

the residual income approach can be used. 
♦	 For evaluating the economic performance of the division, residual 

income can be defined as divisional contribution less a cost of 
capital charge on the total investment in assets employed by the 
division. 

♦	 Residual income suffers from the disadvantages of being an 
absolute measure, which means that it is difficult to compare 
the performance of a division with that of other divisions or 
companies of a different size. 

Economic Value Added (EVA)
♦	 Economic Value Added is a measure of economic profit. 

Economic Value Added is calculated as the difference between the 
Net Operating Profit After Tax (NOPAT) and the Opportunity 
Cost of Invested Capital. This opportunity cost is determined 
by multiplying the Weighted Average Cost of Debt and Equity 
Capital (WACC) and the amount of Capital Employed. 

                           EVA = NOPAT – WACC × Capital
Shareholder Value Added (SVA)
A variation along the same concept as EVA. Rappaport suggested 
that future cash flows should be discounted at a suitable cost of capital 
and that shareholder value would be increased if this measure were 
to increase. According to Rappaport, the following seven factors- he 
calls them “value driver”- affect shareholder value:
♦	 Rate of Sales Growth
♦	 Operating Profit Margin
♦	 Income Tax Rate
♦	 Investment in Working Capital

♦	 Fixed Capital Investment
♦	 Cost of Capital
♦	 Life of the Project

Triple Bottom Line (TBL)
TBL incorporates the three dimensions- 

♦	 Environmental- measures the impact on resources, such as air, 
water, ground and waste emissions (Baumgartner & Ebner, 2010, 
p.79). 

♦	 Social- relates to corporate governance, motivation, incentives, 
health and safety, human capital development, human rights and 
ethical behaviour. 

♦	 Economic- refers to measures maintaining or improving the 
company’s success. 

In order to truly achieve effective measurement of business 
performance, the KPIs must be selected and designed in 
a way that ensures that the CSF is delivered if the KPI meets 
the threshold, and the CSFs in turn must be designed and 
constructed in a way that ensures that the company’s strategic 
vision is delivered if the CSFs are met.

Linking CSFs to KPIs and Corporate Strategy

Balanced Scorecard
The balanced scorecard is a method which displays organisation’s 
performance into four dimensions namely financial, customer, 
internal and innovation. The four dimensions acknowledge the 
interest of shareholders, customers and employees taking into 
account of both long-term and short-term goals. Kaplan and Norton 
classified performance measures into four business ‘perspectives’

Performance Pyramid
The Performance Pyramid is also known as Strategic Measurement 
and Reporting Technique by Cross and Lynch 1991. They viewed 
businesses as performance pyramids. The attractiveness of this 

Pure Financial

Return on 
Investment (ROI)

Residual Income (RI)

Economic Value 
Added (EVA)

Shareholder Value 
Added (SVA)

Balanced Scorecard

The Performance 
Pyramid

Building Block 
Model

The Performance 
Prism

Triple Bottom Line 
(TBL)

Other 
Measures

Divisional
Performance 
Measures

Economic

Social

Environmental

Financial Perspective
 Financial performance measures 
indicate whether the company’s 

strategy implementation and 
execution are contributing to its 

revenue and earnings. 

Customer Perspective
 In this stage, companies identify 

customers and market segments in 
which they compete and also the 

means by which they provide value 
to these customers and markets. 

Internal Business Perspective
 In this stage companies identify processes 

and activities which are necessary to 
achieve the objectives as identified at 
financial perspectives and customer 

perspective stage. These objectives may 
be achieved by reassessing the value chain 

and making necessary changes to the 
existing operating activities. 

Learning and Growth Perspective
 In the learning and growth 

perspective, Companies determine 
the activities and infrastructure that 

the company must build to create 
long term growth, which are necessary 

to achieve the objectives set in the 
previous three perspectives. 
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framework is that it links the business strategy with day-to-day 
operations.

In the above pictorial presentation:
♦	 ‘Objectives’ are shown from top to bottom.
♦	 ‘Measures’ are from bottom to the top.
♦	 At the top is the organization’s corporate vision through which 

long term success and competitive advantages are described.
♦	 The ‘business level’ focuses on achievements of organization’s 

CSF in terms of market and financial measures.
♦	 The marketing and financial success of a proposal is the initial 

focus for the achievement of corporate vision.
♦	 The above business are linked to achieving customers’ satisfaction, 

increase in flexibility and high productivity.
♦	 The above driving forces can be monitored using the operating 

forces of the organization.
♦	 The left-hand side of the pyramid contains external forces which 

are ‘non-financial’.
♦	 On the other hand, the right-hand side of the pyramid contains 

internal efficiency which are predominantly ‘financial’ in nature.

The Building Block Model
Fitzgerald and Moon proposed a Building Block Model which 
suggests the solution of performance measurement problems in 
service industries. But it can be applied to other manufacturing and 
retail businesses to evaluate business performance. 

The following are key challenges for measuring performance in not-
for-profit organisations –

Value for Money (VFM) Framework
A framework which can be used for measurement of performance 
in not-for-profit sector is the Value for Money framework. Not-for-
profit organisations are expected to provide value for money which 
is demonstrated by:

Performance Prism
The Performance Prism is an approach to performance management 
which aims to effectively meet the needs and requirements of all 
stakeholders. This is in contrast with the performance pyramid 
which tends to concentrate on customers and shareholders and is 
also in contrast with value based management, which prioritizes 
the needs of shareholders. There are five ‘facets’ to the Performance 
Prism which lead to key questions for strategy formulation and 
measurement design:

Comprehensiveness of Performance Prism

Performance Measurement in the Not for  
Profit Sector

Business
Operating
Systems

Business
Units

Corporate 
Vision

Measures

Objectives

Market Financial

Customer
Satisfaction

Flexibility Productivity

Quality Delivery Cycle Time Waste

Operations

External Effectiveness

Departments
and

Workcenters

Stakeholders 
Satisfaction

The organization needs 
to focus on who are the 
stakeholders? What are 
the needs and wants of 

the stakeholders.

Strategies
 What are the strategies 

required by the 
organization to fulfill the 
wants and needs of the 

stakeholders?

Capabilities
 What capabilities does 

the organization need for 
operating and enhancing 

the process?

Stakeholders’ Contributions
 It further takes into account 
what contribution does the 
management need from its 

stakeholders?

Processes
 What are the necessary 
processes required for 

satisfying the above 
strategies?

Fitzgerald & Moon: 
Building Block Model

Equity

Standards
Dimensions
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Innovation
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Utilization

Motivation

Rewards

Clear

Controllability

Achievable

Ownership

Comperative 
Performance
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Performance

Stakeholder
Satisfaction

Stakeholder
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Capabilities

Processes

Strategies

Economic

Efficiency
Effectiveness

Benefits cannot be quantified

Measurement of utilisation of 
funds & expenditure

Benefits may accrue over a 
longer term

Multiple objectives

Key Challenges

Internal Efficiency
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♦	 Effectiveness: Whether the organisation has achieved its desired 
mission and objectives? 

♦	 Efficiency: Whether the resources and funds available to the 
organisation has been utilised efficiently i.e, maximum output 
has been obtained with minimum input?

♦	 Economy: Whether the desired output has been obtained using 
the lowest cost? It must be noted that use of lowest cost approach 
should not compromise quality. 

Adapted Balanced Scorecard
Kaplan developed the ‘Adapted Balanced Scorecard’ for measuring 
performance at NGOs. The main assumption of this adapted 
scorecard is that mission statement and not profits is the main point 
to be met.

Other Performance Measures
♦	 The ability to raise funds to meet the objectives efficiently. 
♦	 Submitting periodic reports to the stakeholders in a transparent 

manner. 

♦	 The best use of financial as well as non-financial resources to 
achieve desired objectives and mission. 

♦	 The long-term impact (benefits) of the activities of the not-for-
profit organisations. 

♦	 The quality of services provided by the organisations.

Performance Measurement Process

Chapter Overview

DIVISIONAL TRANSFER PRICING

Adapted Balanced 
Scorecard

Customer 
Perspective

Satisfaction of 
beneficiary and 

other stakeholder’s 
interest

Financial 
Perspective

Fund raising, funds 
growth and funds 

distribution

Internal 
Processes 

Perspective

Internal efficiency, 
volunteer 

development and 
quality

Innovation 
and Learning 
Perspective

The capability of 
organisation to adjust 

to the changing 
environment

The performance measurement 
process typically starts with 

identification of the overriding 
objectives and mission of the 

not-for-profit organisation.  
This includes evaluating the 

mission, vision and strategy on a 
continuous basis

The performance measures/ 
key performance indicators 
of each of the perspectives is 

defined.

Any changes which are 
required to the performance 

measures are carried out after 
analysis of the outcome on a 

periodic basis. 

The various objectives/mission of 
the organisation are broken down 
and mapped with key strategies: 
Stakeholder (Customer), Financial, 

Internal Process and Learning & 
Growth. 

The actual outcome is measured 
and evaluated against the 

performance measures defined. 

 

Divisional Transfer Pricing
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Transfer Pricing Methods

Proposal for Resolving Conflict

•	 Market Based
•	 Share Profit Relative to Cost
•	 Marginal Cost Based
•	 Standard Cost Based
•	 Full Cost Based
•	 Cost Plus Markup Based
•	 Negotiation Based

•�	 Dual Rate Transfer Pricing 
System

•�	 Two Part Transfer Pricing 
System

International
Transfer Pricing

Behavioural 
Consequences

Capacity Constraint
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Market Based Transfer Price
Transfer price is based on market price of goods or services similar to 
the ones transferred internally within divisions. The transfer can be 
recorded at the external market price, adjusted for any costs that can 
be saved by internal transfer e.g. selling and distribution expenses, 
packaging cost. 

Transfer Pricing Methods 

Shared Profit Relative to Cost Based Transfer Price
Shared profit relative to cost method is an alternative to market price 
method. Cost incurred by each division indicates the value it has 
added to the product cost, that is finally used to arrive at the selling 
price of the final product. The primary advantage of this method is 
that it allocates profit based on the proportion of value addition to the 
product in terms of cost.

Cost Based Transfer Price 
Cost based pricing models are based on the internal cost records 
of the company. They may be used when the management wants to 
benchmark performance with the cost targets set within the company 
or may be an alternative when market prices for the goods cannot be 
determined due to lack of comparable market. Cost based transfer 
price may consider variable cost, standard cost, full cost and full cost 
plus mark-up. Therefore, the basis for cost price may be subjective 
and has to be adapted based on its suitability to the entity.

Marginal Cost Based Transfer Price
Transfer price is recorded marginal cost required to produce one 
additional unit:

Behavioral Consequences 

In such a setup, profit evaluation is centralized at the entity level. 
Therefore, the supplying division may have little incentive to 
find measures for making cost efficient. Non-recovery of fixed 
costs would demotivate the supplying division. It may oppose 
certain decisions like capacity expansion or further infusion of 
investment, that lead to higher fixed costs. 

Behavioral Consequences 
Budgeted costs are generally based on historic records. 
Therefore, little incentive exists to make costs more efficient to 
improve profitability.

Standard Cost Based Transfer Price
Transfer price is recorded at a predetermined cost, which is based 
on budgets and certain assumptions regarding factors of productions 
like capacity utilization, labor hours etc.

Full Cost Based Transfer Price
Transfer price is based on full product cost. It includes cost of 
production plus a share of other costs of the value chain like selling 
and distribution, general administrative expense, research and 
development etc.

Cost plus a Mark-up Based Transfer Price
Transfer price is based on full product cost plus a mark-up. Mark-up 
could be a percentage of cost or of capital employed. 

♦	 Since demand and supply 
determine market price, it is 
likely to be unbiased.

♦	 Market prices are less ambiguous 
compared to cost-based pricing. 

♦	 Since the pricing is competitive, 
divisional performance can be 
linked more objectively to its 
contribution to the company’s 
overall profits. 

♦	 Useful when the supplying 
division has excess capacity. 

♦ Performance evaluation can 
be done against budgeted cost 
targets.

♦ Full cost of goods transferred is 
recovered, hence the supplying 
division will not show a loss. 

 

♦	 Since the supplying division 
makes a profit, this method 
addresses the disincentive 
problem discussed above in the 
full cost method. 

♦	 Performance can be 
benchmarked to internal cost 
targets (budgets).

♦	 Information is more easily 
available as compared to market 
price. 

♦	 Market price may not be completely 
unbiased, if a competitive 
environment does not exist. 

♦	 May not be suitable when market 
prices can fluctuate widely or 
quickly. 

♦	 Goods that are transferred may 
be at an intermediate stage in the 
production process. At times market 
price may not be available for such 
intermediate goods.

♦	 No fixed cost or mark-up is 
allowed to be charged to the 
purchasing division. Each unit of 
internal sale will hence result in 
a loss at approximately fixed cost 
per unit.

♦ Profit performance measurement 
is centralized and cannot 
be measured for individual 
divisions. 

♦	 Since mark-up cannot be 
charged on internal transfers, 
the supplying division does not 
record any profit on these sales. 
This is a disincentive for the 
supplying division. 

♦	 Since the transfer price under 
this method could closely 
approximate its market price, 
the purchasing division may bear 
a share of the selling expenses 
although none was incurred for 
such internal sales. 

♦	 The cost basis on which transfer 
pricing is used can be subjective 
since there can be multiple ways of 
interpreting costs. 

♦	 Since cost is passed on to another 
division, there may be instances 
when managers of the supplying 
division may find little incentive 
to lower the cost of production by 
adopting cost efficient methods.

Advantages 

Advantages 

Advantages 

Advantages 

Advantages 

Advantages 

Disadvantages

Disadvantages

Disadvantages

Disadvantages

Disadvantages

Disadvantages

Transfer 
Pricing 

Methods

Market Based

Marginal Cost 
Based

Standard Cost 
Based

Full Cost 
Based

Cost Plus 
Markup Based

Cost Based Negotiation 
Based
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Behavioral Consequences 
Special orders from purchasing division may typically be placed 
to meet short term demands. If transfer price is quoted at below 
full cost, it may be rejected because they could result in a loss for 
the supplying division. This could lead to sub-optimization of 
resources. Fixed costs remain constant in the short run, while 
the contribution margin from such special orders may have 
benefited the company as a whole. In such cases, management 
intervention has to happen for goal congruence.

Behavioral Consequences 
While autonomy is given to the managers, top management 
intervention may be required if decisions lead to sub-optimal 
utilization of resources. 
Negotiated prices depend on the ability of the manager to 
bargain on behalf of the division. This could affect the division’s 
performance. The process may be time consuming that could 
even lead to conflict among the units.

Negotiation Based Transfer Price
This is a go-between between market and cost methods. Managers of 
the purchasing and supplying divisions independently negotiate and 
arrive at a mutually agreeable transfer price. 

Transfer Pricing and Goal Congruence
Since internal transfer pricing develops a competitive setting for 
managers of each division, it is possible that they may operate in the 
best interest of their individual performance. This can lead to sub-
optimal utilization of resources. In such cases, transfer pricing policy 
may be established to promote goal congruence. 
Range of transfer price that promotes goal congruence:

Transfer Pricing Decision, Different Circumstances
Different Capacity Levels
When the supplying division has excess capacity, the range for 
transfer pricing would be

When the supplying division operates at full capacity, the range for 
transfer pricing would be

Different Demand Levels
Therefore, while catering to different levels of demand, any change 
in cost should also be accounted for to calculate transfer pricing. 
The general rule for minimum and maximum range of transfer price 
applies here too.

Proposals For Resolving Transfer Pricing Conflict
Conflict of interest between interests of individual divisions and the 
company can also be addressed by following the following systems 
for transfer pricing:

♦	 Managers are given autonomy 
to decide whether to purchase 
(or sell) from its sister unit or 
source then from (or to) external 
market.

♦	 Minimum Transfer Price 
(determined by the supplying 
division) = Additional Outlay 
Cost per unit + Opportunity 
Cost per unit. 

♦	 Additional Outlay Cost = 
Marginal Cost+ Any Additional 
Incidental Costs incurred by the 
supplying division e.g. storage, 
transportation etc. 

♦	 Opportunity Cost is the benefit 
that is foregone from selling 
internally rather than externally.  

♦	 Minimum Transfer Price = Marginal Cost p.u. 
♦	 This ensures that the supplying department 

is able to recoup at least its additional outlay 
incurred on account of the transfer. Fixed cost 
is a sunk cost hence ignored. 

♦	 Since capacity can be utilized further, it would 
be optimum for the supplying division to 
charge only the marginal cost for internal 
transfer. 

♦	 The purchasing division gets the advantage, 
getting the goods at a lower cost than market.

 

♦	 Minimum Transfer Price = Marginal 
Cost p.u. + Opportunity Cost p.u.

♦	 Since the supplying division is operating 
at full capacity, it has no incentive to sell 
the goods to the purchasing division at 
a price lower than the market price. 

♦	 If the internal order is accepted, 
capacity is diverted towards this sale. 
Hence the supplying division would 
additionally charge the lost contribution 
from external sales that had to be 
curtailed. 

♦ The supplying division records transfer 
price by including a normal profit 
margin thereby showing reasonable 
revenue. 

♦ The purchasing division records transfer 
price at marginal cost thereby recording 
purchases at minimum cost. 

♦ This allows for better evaluation of each 
division’s performance. 

♦ It also improves co-operation between 
divisions, promoting goal congruence 
and reduction of sub-optimization of 
resources. 

♦ Drawbacks of Dual Pricing include:
	  It can complicate the records, thereby 

may result in errors in the company’s 
overall records. (ii) Profits shown by the 
divisions are artificial and need to be 
used only for internal evaluations.

 

♦ This method requires sufficient 
external information to be 
available regarding the external 
market price, terms of trade 
etc. Internal cost information 
must also be shared in order to 
negotiate a reasonable price.

♦	 Maximum Transfer Price 
(determined by the purchasing 
division) = Lower of Net 
Marginal Revenue and the 
External Buy-in Price

♦	 Net Marginal Revenue = 
Marginal Revenue (i.e. Selling 
Price p.u.) – Marginal Cost to 
Purchasing Division

♦	 Maximum Transfer 
Price = Lower of Net 
Marginal Revenue and 
the External Buy-in 
Price

♦	 Maximum Transfer Price 
= Lower of Net Marginal 
Revenue and the External 
Buy-in Price

♦ This pricing system is again aimed 
at resolving problems related to 
distortions caused by the full cost 
based transfer price. 

♦ Transfer price = marginal cost of 
production + a lump-sum charge 
(two part to pricing). 

♦ While marginal cost ensures 
recovery of additional cost of 
production related to the goods 
transferred, lump-sum charge 
enables the recovery of some 
portion of the fixed cost of the 
supplying division. 

♦ Therefore, while the supplying 
division can show better 
profitability, the purchasing 
division can purchase the goods a 
lower rate compared to the market 
price.

Advantages 

(i) 

(i)

(i)

Dual Rate Transfer Pricing System

Disadvantages

(ii)

(ii)

(ii)

Two Part Transfer Pricing System
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According to the CIMA’s Official Terminology, It is defined as: 
‘Measurement of differences between planned outputs and actual 
outputs achieved, and the modification of subsequent action and/
or plans to achieve future required results. Feedback control is an 
integral part of budgetary control and standard costing systems.’

According to the CIMA’s Official Terminology, It is defined as the 
‘forecasting of differences between actual and planned outcomes 
and the implementation of actions before the event, to avoid such 
differences.’

Budgetary Control
Budget is an estimation of revenues and expenses over a specified 
future period of time which needs to be compiled and re-evaluated 
on a periodic basis based on the needs of the organisation.  
Budgetary Control is the process by which budgets are prepared 
for the future period and are compared with the actual performance 
for finding out variances, if any. In other words, Budgetary Control 
is a process with the help of which, managers set financial and 
performance goals, compare the actual results with the budgets, and 
adjust performance, as it is needed.

Feedback and Feed-Forward Control
Feedback and Feed-forward are two types of control schemes 
for systems that react automatically to changing environmental 
dynamics.

Chapter Overview
BUDGETARY CONTROL

Feedback Control
Feedback as the name suggests is a reaction after an action has taken 
place. So, there has to be an error if we want to take corrective actions.

A feedback system would simply compare the actual historical results 
with the budgeted results. 
Limitations
Feedback control system does have some operational limitations. 
First, it depends heavily on success of the error detection system. 
Second, there may be a time lag between the error detection, error 
confirmation, and error revision during which actual results may 
change again.

“Budget level that motivates the best level of performance may not 
be achievable. In contrast, the budget that is expected to be achieved 
motivates a lower level of performance as managers no longer aspire to 

A feed-forward control system operates by comparing budgeted 
results against a forecast. Control action is triggered by differences 
between budgeted and forecasted results.
Any manager who ignores feed-forward control will contribute to the 
downfall of a company.

Limitations

The Effect of Budget Difficulty on  
Performance

The feed-forward process is an evaluation 
process and is concerned with the estimates 
of uncertain future. This problem of 
uncertainty is likely to limit application of 
the concept.

Study of future is not well developed; 
neither are the tools that have 
potential for overcoming the problem 
of uncertainty.

Feed-forward Control
In certain cases, we may be able to measure the amount of error 
before it has actually taken place. We may thus be able to place a 
control mechanism before the error takes place. Feed-forward 
Control is one such Controlling system.

Budgetary Control

Control Schemes Behavioural Aspects of Budgetary Control Beyond Budgeting

Limitations of Traditional Budgets

♦ Feedback Control
♦ �Feedforward Control

♦ Effect of the Budget Difficulty on Performance
♦ Participation in Budget Setting Process
♦ ��Use of Accounting Information in Performance
    Evaluation

♦ Characteristics
♦ Suitability
♦ Benefits
♦ �Principles for Adaptive Performance 

Management
♦ �Implementation of Beyond Budgeting
♦ �Traditional vs. Beyond Budgeting

)

Performance Levels, System Objectives etc.

Controller (Comparisons, Analysis, Decision)

Non-controllable Variables
(Environmental Disturbances)

Controlled Variables
(System Inputs)

Outcomes
(System Outputs)

System being Controlled

Feedback Information
(Outcome Measurement)Feedforward Information

Expectations
Budget

Optimal
Performance Budget

Budget 
Level

Adverse Budget 
Variance

Actual 
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DifficultBudget DifficultyEasy
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To overcome these limitations a tool came into force known as 
Beyond Budgeting. Beyond Budgeting is a leadership philosophy 
that relates to an alternative approach to budgeting which should be 
used instead of traditional annual budgeting.

BB identifies its two main advantages.
♦	 It is a more adaptive process than traditional budgeting. 
♦	 It is a decentralised process, unlike traditional budgeting where 

leaders plan and control organisations centrally. 

Beyond Budgeting (BB)

According to CIMA’s Official Terminology- ‘An idea that 
companies need to move beyond budgeting because of the 
inherent flaws in budgeting especially when used to set contracts. 
It is argued that a range of techniques, such as rolling forecasts 
and market related targets, can take the place of traditional 
budgeting.’

Implementation of Beyond Budgeting
There are nine steps that Hope and Fraser consider to be essential to 
implementing the Beyond Budgeting approach.

Conclusion on Budgeting 

Use of Accounting Information in Performance Eval-
uation
Some dysfunctional consequences that arise with accounting 
measures of performance may not be due to the insufficiency of 
the performance measures, but rather may be outcome from the 
way in which the accounting measures are used. The accounting 
information provided by an accounting system must be interpreted 
and used with care. 

Hofstede (1968) found that stress on the actual results in 
performance evaluation led to more extensive use of budgetary 
information, and this made the budget more relevant. However, this 
stress was associated with a feeling that the performance appraisal 
was unjust. To overcome this problem, the correct balance must be 
established when the budgeted performance is evaluated. 

Hopwood (1976) observed three distinct styles of using 
budget and actual cost information in performance evaluation in 
manufacturing division of a large US company: 
♦	 Budget Constrained Style: The evaluation is based upon the Cost 

Centre head’s ability continually to meet the budget on short 
term basis.  

♦	 Profit Conscious Style: Performance of the Cost Centre’s head is 
linked to ability in increase the general effectiveness of his unit’s 
operations in relation to the long- term goals of the organisation. 

♦	 Non-Accounting Style: Accounting data plays a relatively 
unimportant part in the supervisor’s evaluation of the Cost 
Centre head’s performance. 

A Summary of the Effects of Three Styles of Management

                            Style of Evaluation

Budget- 
Constrained

Profit - 
Conscious

Non-
Accounting

Involvement with Costs High High Low

Job-related Tension High Medium Medium

Manipulation of 
Accounting Information

Extensive Little Little

Relations with Superiors Poor Good Good

Relations with 
Colleagues

Poor Good Good

Circumstances Where Top-Down Budget Setting is 
Preferable 

meet the budget target.”  The balanced scorecard approach of Kaplan 
and Norton, and the building block approach of Fitzgerald and 
Norton can be a great help in ensuring that objectives (or targets), 
or budgets are set for a very wide range of factors, both financial and 
non-financial.

Where personality characteristics of the 
participation may limit the benefits of 
participation

Often a 
barrier to 

change 

 Rarely 
strategically 
focused and 

are often 
contradictory 

 Add little 
value, 

especially 
given the time 

required to 
prepare   

Rethink the Role of 
Finance 

Train and Educate 
People 

Be Prepared to 
Convince the Board 

Get Started Design and 
Implement New 

Processes 
Consolidate the Gains 

 Concentrate 
on cost 

reduction and 
not on value 

creation  

 Developed 
and 

updated too 
infrequently, 

usually 
annually 

 Constrain 
responsiveness 
and flexibility

 Time-
consuming and 

costly to put 
together 

Where a process is highly programmable 
and clear, stable input-output 
relationships

Where participation by itself is not 
adequate in ensuring commitment to 
standards and managers can significantly 
influence the results

Where a firm has large number of 
homogeneous units and operating in a 
stable environment

Circumstances Where Top-Down 
Budget Setting is Preferable

Limitations 
of Traditional 

Budgets

Evaluate the Benefits 

Change Behaviour – 
New Processes, Not 
Management Orders 

Define the Case for 
Change and Provide 

an Outline Vision

Budgeting is evolving, 
rather than becoming 

obsolete- it depends on 
trust and transparency. 

Shift from the top-down, 
centralised process to 
a more participative, 

bottom-up exercise in 
many firms.

Budgeting has changed, the 
change has been neither 

dramatic nor radical. Instead, 
incremental improvements, 

with traditional budgets being 
supplemented by new tools and 

techniques.

Forecasting in fact is more 
important.

It highlights the level 
of improvement that 
can be achieved even 
with relatively simple 

modifications and a great 
deal of trust.
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Essentials for Case Study
CASE STUDY

♦	 Case Study is not about the quantity, but the quality.
♦	 Prepare a plan for each issue. 
♦	 Decide what models to use and prioritize the issues. 
♦	 Identify the impact and alternative actions that could be taken, 

as well as the relevant concepts and calculations required.
♦	 Answer should have a logical flow.
♦	 Offer a detailed analysis of the issues and conclude with sound, 

well justified recommendations.
♦	 Not to spend too much time on calculations.
♦	 Do not place too much attention and time on the presentation.

Note:
Not all topics of SCMPE have been covered in this capsule. However, our selection doesn’t attach more importance to some topics and less  
to others. 

♦	 Quality of discussion on each issue which is most important, 
not the ranking order.

♦	 Discuss each of the issues in depth, explaining their impact.
♦	 Do not leave any of the issues undecided.
♦	 Recommendations should include ‘what to do’, ‘why to do it’ 

and ‘how to do it’. 
♦	 Identify ethical issues and then briefly justify.
♦	 Recommendation should appear at the end of the report.
♦	 Practice makes perfect. 

 The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI)

The Commerce Talent Search Test called as Commerce Wizard -2017 is a diagnostic test that measures the 
concept understanding ability of a student.  Unlike regular tests which try only to find out how much a child 
knows, this test measures how well a student has understood the concepts.

The Commerce Wizard will be conducted in two levels in English language for Students studying in  
Class X/XI/XII and B.Com./BBA/BMS/Allied Subjects Part I, Part II & Part III Examination separately. 
Important Date & Timings for Level I Test: On line & Level II Test: Online/Pen & Pencil Mode: 

ICAI Commerce Wizard-2017
A Talent Search Test in Commerce

Organised By: Career Counseling sub-group under BoS, ICAI

The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI)

Students appearing in class X/XI/XII and 
B.Com./BBA/BMS/Allied Subjects Part I, 
Part II & Part III  Examination

`100/- per student (upto 31st December, 2017) 
After Due Date : `150/- each

ELIGIBILITY REGISTRATION FEES 

Class X/XI/XII Level-I (Online test)
7th January, 2018 (Sunday)

Level-II Test : Online or Pen Pencil 
Mode in the designated test centre 
21st January, 2018 (Sunday)
For Class X/XI/XII
10:30 am. To 11.45 a.m.
For B.Com./BBA/BMS/Allied Sub-
jects  Part I/Part II/Part III

3.00 p.m. to 4.15 p.m.

Class X /B. Com./BBA/BMS/ 
Allied Subjects  Part I

11.45 AM to 1.00 PM

Class XI /B. Com./BBA/BMS/ 
Allied Subjects  Part II

2.00 PM  to 3.15 PM

Class XII/B. Com./BBA/BMS/ 
Allied Subjects  Part II

4.15 PM to 5.30 PM

For Details and Registration, please visit the Exclusive Website  
for ICAI Commerce Wizard, 2017:  icw.icai.org

Disclaimer: The ICAI Commerce Wizard Scheme may be modified, altered or abandoned at any time. All decisions 
about the aforesaid scheme shall be at the sole discretion of the Career Counselling sub-group under BoS, ICAI and 
binding on all. Nobody shall have any right or claim whatsoever against the Career Counselling Sub-group under BoS, 
ICAI or the Institute.
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CA Students Conference - Ernakulam
Organized by: Board of Studies, ICAI
Hosted by: Ernakulam Branch of SIRC & SICASA of ICAI
THEME:  NURTURING VALUES & INTEGRITY- ATTAINING EXCELLENCE IN 	
	 PROFESSIONAL PURSUITS”

24TH & 25TH NOVEMBER, 2017
FINE ARTS HALL, 

ERNAKULAM

CA. Atul Kumar Gupta, Chairman, BoS; CA. Mangesh Pandurang Kinare, Vice-Chairman, BoS; CA. Babu Abraham 
Kallivayalil, Central Council Member, Conference Director; CA. Lukose Joseph, Chairman, Ernakulam Branch & CA. Roy 
Varghese, Chairman, SICASA, Ernakulam Branch, Conference Coordinators.

DAY-1
8.00 am to 9.30 am	 Registration
9.30 am to 10.30 am	 Special Session : I: Motivational session
10.30 am to 11.30 am 	 Inaugural Session
11.45 am to 1.15 pm	 Special Session : II : Interaction and Open House with Board of Studies 
2:15 pm to 3:45 pm	 Technical Session : I : Topic: Goods and Services Tax- a. Time and Place of Supply, b. 	
	 Input Tax Credit and Composition Levy, c. Returns under GST
4:00 pm to 5:30 pm	 Technical Session : II : Topic : Direct Tax- a. Restrictions on cash transactions under 

Income Tax Act, 1961, b. Disclosure requirement under ICDS- A practical approach, c. 
International Taxation

DAY-2
9:00 am to 10:30 am	 Technical Session III: Topic: Accounting- a. AS 10- Property, Plant and Equipment, 
                                               b. Related party disclosure- AS 18 vs Ind AS 24, c. AS 22- Accounting for taxes on income
10:30 am to 11:30 am	 Special Session : III : Meet with the Achievers                           
11:45 am to 01:15 pm	 Technical Session IV: Topic :  Auditing- a. Audit documentation in the context of Quality 

Review/ Peer review, b. Powers, duties and responsibilities of Auditors, c. Compliance 
requirements under Companies Act, 2013

2:15 pm to 3:15 pm	 Special Session : IV : Motivational Session
3:15 pm to 4:45 pm	 Technical Session V: Topic: Corporate Law- a. Privileges of Small Companies, b. Acceptance 

of deposits and loans to directors, c. Restrictions on foreign exchange transactions under FEMA

Registration fees ` 500/-per student,  ` 1,000/- for others Accommodation (if required) @ ` 1,500/- per student

Payment Mode Cash/DD/Cheque to be drawn in favor of   Ernakulam Branch of SIRC of ICAI, payable at Ernakulam or 
Online Registration at www.kochiicai.org, Ph: 0484 – 2369238/ 2362027, 09388844893, 08848817191, 
9961120532, Email: ernakulam@icai.org; Website: www.kochiicai.org

Students Eligible to attend the Students Conference:  Students who have registered as IPCC/Intermediate Students/ 
Students who are pursuing their Articleship Training/ Students who have completed their Practical Training but could 
not qualify their final examinations may attend the conference till next one year from the date of completion of Practical 
Training.(CPT Students and Students who have completed one year beyond their Articleship training will not be eligible to 
register for these Conferences)

CA Students Conference - RANCHI
Organized by: Board of Studies, ICAI
Hosted by: Ranchi Branch of CIRC &CICASA Ranchi Branch 
THEME:  NURTURING VALUES & INTEGRITY- ATTAINING EXCELLENCE IN 	
	 PROFESSIONAL PURSUITS 

25TH& 26TH NOVEMBER, 2017
MAYURI AUDITORIUM, CMPDI, 

KANKE ROAD, RANCHI - 834008

DAY-1
10.00 am to 10.30 am	 Inaugural Session
10.30 am to 12.15 pm	 Technical Session: I : Topic: Accounting Standards
12.15 pm to 1.00 pm 	 Special Session : I : Interaction and Open House with Board of Studies 
1.00 pm to 1.45 pm	 Special Session : II :  Motivational Session on “How CA Profession help him to reach on 	
	 Self-Actualisation stage”  by Maslow Need Hierarchy Theory 
2.30 pm to 4.00 pm	 Technical session : II : Topic: Company Law
4.00 pm to 5.00 pm	 Special Session : III : Topic: How to crack CA Examination
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   EXAMINATION

CA Students Conference - RANCHI

Contd..

CA. Atul Kumar Gupta, Chairman, BoS; CA. Mangesh Pandurang Kinare, Vice-Chairman, BoS; CA. Kemisha Soni, Central 
Council Member, Conference Director; CA. Binod Kr. Pandey, Chairman, Ranchi Branch & CA.Ashish  Kushwaha, Chairman, 
CICASA Ranchi Branch, Conference Coordinators.

Registration fees ` 500/- per student Accommodation (if required) @ `1,500/- per student
Payment Mode Cash/DD/Cheque to be drawn in favor of   Ranchi Branch of CIRC of ICAI, payable at Ranchi, Phone: 

0651-2206471, 7549100111, 9693998981, 7004793050; Email: ranchi@icai.org; cicasa.rnc@gmail.com; 
Website: www.icairanchi.org

Students Eligible to attend the Students Conference: Students who have registered as IPCC/Intermediate Students/ 
Students who are pursuing their Articleship Training/ Students who have completed their Practical Training but could 
not qualify their final examinations may attend the conference till next one year from the date of completion of Practical 
Training.(CPT Students and Students who have completed one year beyond their Articleship training will not be eligible to 
register for these Conferences)

DAY-2
10.00 am to 11.30 am	 Technical Session :III : Topic: Goods &Services Taxes
11.30 am to 12.30 pm	 Special Session: IV : Topic: Opportunities for CA Professionals & Success Stories                               
12.30 pm  to 1.45 pm	 Technical Session : IV :Topic: GST
2.30 pm  to 4.00 pm	 Technical Session : V : Topic: Income Tax

CA Students Conference - GOA & NAGPUR
Organized by: Board of Studies, ICAI
Hosted by: Goa & Nagpur Branch of WIRC and WICASA of Goa & Nagpur Branch 
THEME:  NURTURING VALUES & INTEGRITY- ATTAINING EXCELLENCE IN 	
	 PROFESSIONAL PURSUITS  

1ST & 2ND DECEMBER, 2017
RAVINDRA BHAWAN, MARGAO, 

GOA

CA. Atul Kumar Gupta, Chairman, BoS; CA. Mangesh Pandurang Kinare, Conference Director & Vice-Chairman, BoS; 
CA. Abhijit Kelkar, Regional Council Member, Conference Coordinator; CA. Vinesh Pikale, Chairman, Goa Branch & 
CA. Sandeep Jotwani, Chairman, Nagpur Branch & CA. Kedar Kenkre, Chairman, Goa Branch of WICASA & CA. Saket 
Bagdia, Chairman, Nagpur Branch of WICASA; Conference Co-ordinators.

DAY-1
09.30 am – 11.00 am	 Technical Session : I: Topic: Accounting & Assurance- Ind AS; Audit Sampling Techniques; 	
	 Due Diligence
11.00 am – 12.00 noon	 Inaugural Session: Chief Guest: Shri. Manohar Gopalkrishna Prabhu Parrikar*, Chief 	
	 Minister of Goa. 
12.00 noon – 01:00 pm 	 Special Session : I: Topic : CA : Challenge Accepted  
02.00 pm – 03.00 pm	 Special Session : II: Interaction And Open House With Board Of Studies 
03.00 pm – 05.00 pm	 Technical Session : II : Topic : Taxation- GST – One Nation One Tax?; ICDS – Revenue 	
	 Recognition; TDS on payments under Section 195
DAY-2
09.30 am – 11.00 am	 Technical Session : III : Topic : Economic Environment- Start up India-India’s Key to 	
	 growth; Demonetization & its Impact; Real Estate Regulation Act
11.15 am - 01.15 pm	 Special Session : III : Topic – Journey of Professional Excellence – Eminent Faculty                                 
02.15 pm – 03.45 pm	 Technical Session : IV: Topic : Corporate Compliance- Financial Audit Vs. Forensic Audit; 	
	 Importance of Independence of Auditor; Code of Ethics

Registration fees ` 600/-per student 
(Non-Residential)

` 1,200/- per student (Residential)
(Shared accommodation at good dormitory will be provided)

Payment Mode Demand Draft / Cheque to be drawn in favour of Goa Branch of WIRC of ICAI – WICASA payable at 
Panaji. Phone: 0832-2438516, 0712-2443968, 2441196; Email: wicasagoa@icai.org, Nagpur@icai.org; 
Website: www.goa-icai.org, www.nagpuricai.org 

  *Subject to confirmation 

Students Eligible to attend the Students Conference:  Students who have registered as IPCC/Intermediate Students/ 
Students who are pursuing their Articleship Training/ Students who have completed their Practical Training but could 
not qualify their final examinations may attend the conference till next one year from the date of completion of Practical 
Training. (CPT Students and Students who have completed one year beyond their Articleship training will not be eligible 
to register for these Conferences)
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National Conference - CHENNAI
Organized by: Board of Studies, ICAI
Hosted by: SIRC of ICAI & SICASA 
THEME:  NURTURING VALUES & INTEGRITY- ATTAINING EXCELLENCE IN 	
	 PROFESSIONAL PURSUITS

7TH & 8TH DECEMBER, 2017
KAMARAJAR ARANGAM, 

TEYNAMPET, CHENNAI 600 006

CA. Atul Kumar Gupta, Chairman, BoS; CA. Mangesh Pandurang Kinare, Vice-Chairman, BoS; CA. M.P. Vijay Kumar, 
Central Council Member, Conference Director;  CA. G. Sekar & CA. K. Sripriya, Central Council Members, Conference  
Co-Directors; CA. Cotha S. Srinivas, Chairman, SIRC of ICAI & CA. Jalapathi K, Chairman, SICASA, Conference Coordinators.

DAY-1
10.00 am to 10.30  am	 Inaugural Session
10.30 am to 12.00 noon	 Technical Session : I : Topic : Accounting Standards- Accounting Issues in Convergence from 	
	 Indian GAAP to IND-AS; Revised AS 10 Property Plant & Equipment; Relevance of AS while 	
	 adopting Ind AS
12.00 noon to 01.00 pm 	 Special Session : I : Interaction and Open House with Board of Studies 
02.00 pm to 03.30 pm	 Technical Session : II : Topic : Direct Tax Laws- Income Computation And Disclosure 	
	 Standards – Impact Analysis; Regulations To Curb Black Money & Benami  Transactions; 	
	 Demonetization And Its Implications In Income Tax
03.30 pm to 04.30 pm	 Special Session : II : Topic : Motivational Session on “How CA Profession helps to reach 	
	 on Self-Actualization stage”
04.30 pm to 05.30 pm	 Special Session : III : Topic : “Importance of Article Training”
DAY-2
10.00 am to 11.30 am	 Technical Session: III: Topic: Corporate & Economic Laws- Insolvency and Bankruptcy 	
	 Code, 2016; Compromises & Arrangements on Real Estate Law; Directors’  Responsibilities 	
	 under the Companies Act, 2013.
11.30 am to 01.00 pm	 Technical Session : IV : Topic : Indirect Tax Laws- GST – Computation & Returns; GST – Input 	
	 Tax Credit; GST – Time, Place and Value of Supply                                  
02.00 pm to 03.00 pm	 Special Session : IV
03.00 pm to 04.30 pm	 Technical Session : V : Topic : Information Technology- Role of Information Technology in 	
	 Auditing; Cyber Frauds; Use of Data Analytics and CAAT in Internal Audit

Registration fees ` 500/-per student Accommodation (if required), Please contact the Office

Payment Mode Cash/DD/Cheque to be drawn in favour of  The Secretary, ICAI payable at Chennai, For further details contact 
Office, email : srobos@icai.in; Ph: 044 30210376 

Students Eligible to attend the Students Conference: Students who have registered as IPCC/Intermediate Students/ 
Students who are pursuing their Articleship Training/ Students who have completed their Practical Training but could 
not qualify their final examinations may attend the conference till next one year from the date of completion of Practical 
Training.(CPT Students and Students who have completed one year beyond their Articleship training will not be eligible to 
register for these Conferences)

 International Conference for CA Students – Pune,
January 13th and 14th, 2018 

ICAI is organising an International Conference for CA Students at Pune, on the theme ‘Nurturing Values & 
Integrity - Attaining Excellence in Professional Pursuits’ on 13th & 14th January, 2018. CA Students from various 
countries will be participating in the Conference.  The students will have an excellent opportunity to listen 
to eminent subject experts and interact with fellow students.

The event also offers golden opportunity for the students interested in writing papers. Further details of 
Conference will be hosted on ICAI website soon.
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Study Materials applicable for Paper 7: Direct Tax Laws & Paper 8: Indirect Tax Laws

Students of Final (Old) Course, appearing in May, 2018 and November, 2018 examinations, may note that 
the new Study Materials for Final Paper 7: Direct Tax Laws and International Taxation and Final Paper 8: 
Indirect Tax Laws under the Revised Scheme of Education and Training are relevant for Papers 7 & 8 of 
the Final (Old) Course as well, with the exception of the following three chapters in Module 4 of the Study 
Material of Paper 7 Part II: International Taxation, namely, 

Chapter 6: Overview of Model Tax Conventions; 

Chapter 7: Application and Interpretation of Tax Treaties; and 

Chapter 8: Fundamentals of Base Erosion and Profit Shifting. 

Thus, Modules 1, 2, 3 and chapters 1 to 5 of Module 4 of Study Material of Final (New) Paper 7: 
Direct Tax Laws and International Taxation are relevant for Final (Old)Paper 7: Direct Tax Laws also. The 
content of the Study Material is based on the direct tax laws as amended by the Finance Act, 2017. The 
relevant assessment year is A.Y.2018-19. 

Students may note that in the new course, Final Paper 7 is divided into two parts, namely, Part I: Direct 
Tax Laws carrying 70 marks and Part II: International Taxation carrying 30 marks. There is, however, no 
such marks bifurcation in the old course Final Paper 7: Direct Tax Laws. 

As far as Paper 8: Indirect Tax Laws is concerned, the syllabus is the same in both old course and 
new course, and hence, the Study Material for new course is applicable for the old course. The syllabus is 
divided into two parts: Part I : GST (75 marks) and Part II: Customs and FTP(25 marks). Here again, the 
content of Part II is based on the law as amended by the Finance Act, 2017. 

Board of Studies is organizing Six Days Course on GST and Ind AS through a combination of Webcasts 
from Head Office and physical classes at Regional Councils and Branch(es) for the students as per 
following schedule:

Students, after completion of the Course(s) are required to pass a mobile app based online test with 50% 
marks to be eligible for receiving participation certificate issued by Board. The fee for above Courses is 
R1,500/- each per student.

Students are required to contact their nearest Branch/Regional Council for Registration. The last date 
of registration is 10th December, 2017.

Director, Board of Studies

Attn: Final (Old Course) Students appearing in May 2018 &  
November, 2018 Examinations

Announcement

Certificate Course Date of Webcast Timing
GST 17th, 18th, 24th, 31st December, 2017 and  

6th, 7th January, 2018
Webcast: 10 AM to 1 PM
Physical Class: 2 PM to 5 PM

Ind AS 13th, 14th, 20th, 21st, 27th, 28th January, 2018
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Study Material for IIPCC Paper 4: Taxation
Students of IIPCC, appearing in May 2018 and November 2018 examinations, may note that the new Study Material 
for Intermediate Paper 4: Taxation under the Revised Scheme of Education and Training is relevant for IIPCC Paper 4: 
Taxation as well, with the exception of the following topics in Section A: Income-tax Law discussed under the following 
headings -
- “8. Tax Collection at Source – Basic Concept [Section 206C]” in pages 9.60 to 9.65 in Chapter 9 
- “19. Self-Assessment” in page 10.28 in Chapter 10

Consequently, the summary of the above two topics forming part of “Let us recapitulate” at the end of these chapters 
is also not relevant for IIPCC Paper 4: Taxation.

It may be noted that the content of Section A of the Study Material is based on the income-tax law as amended by the 
Finance Act, 2017. The relevant assessment year is A.Y.2018-19. The Study Guidelines, containing the list of topic-wise 
exclusions from the syllabus of New Intermediate Course Paper 4: Taxation, Section A: Income-tax law, given in pages ix 
– xix forming part of the initial pages of Module 1 of the Study Material, is applicable for IIPCC Paper 4: Taxation Section 
A Income-tax, also. In effect, the provisions/sections given in the Study Guidelines will be excluded from the syllabus of 
IIPCC Paper 4 Taxation, as well.

Section B: Indirect Taxes comprises of GST, the syllabus for which is the same in both old course and new course, and 
hence, the Study Material for new course is applicable for the old course. 

Students may note that the marks allocation for Sections A & B is 50:50 in IIPCC Paper 4: Taxation and 60:40 in new 
Intermediate Paper 4: Taxation. 

IIPCE May 2018 & November 2018 Examinations

 FEEDBACK FORM

Course Links for Feedback Form 

Foundation https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1IJJPnWLHYdyrbsvaronxZ3kcRxKQuo0-50FM_damYyk/
viewform?edit_requested=true

Intermediate https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Sktm8GYtEKwZOMhpI5OU5WYLX2TI2USYz4zuRqTif
5U/viewform?edit_requested=true

Final https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1dm5Lc9WB_gwO1O_95gFVJZvXWIo7dMEjsOhs7CfTSnI/ 
viewform?edit_requested=true

We are happy to inform that the BoS has developed new study material for all levels under New Scheme 
of Education and Training, incorporating several student-friendly features, like diagrams, flow charts, 
examples, illustrations etc. to make learning more understandable and interesting.  It is our pleasure to 
further inform that the new study material has been published and the soft copy is available at
 https://icai.org/new_post.html?post_id=5720&c_id=314
 
The journey of Board of Studies is continuous; not to reach the destination but to touch excellence by 
providing world class study materials to students.  Thus, although all efforts have been taken to make the 
study material error free, we seek your inputs to further enhance the quality of the study material, so that 
even the inadvertent errors/mistakes do not remain.  For this purpose, BoS has prepared a ‘feedback’ form 
for Foundation, Intermediate and Final courses.

Kindly give your feedback/suggestions so as to enable us to further improve the material and make it  
error free.

Chairman, Board of Studies
Vice-Chairman, Board of Studies
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The Board of Studies is pleased to announce the next two batches of ICAI’s ‘Four Weeks Residential 
Programme’ on Professional Skills Development as below:

This programme aims to help the Chartered Accountancy students and newly qualified Chartered 
Accountants in imbibing the professional skills required for effective functioning in business organisations 
and the profession. The Programme environment focuses on development of communication skills, personal 
qualities, interpersonal and teamwork skills, problem solving skills, leadership skills etc,.

●	 Emphasis on Soft Skills, Communication Skills and Personality Development.
●	 Exemption from payment of Fees to Top 10 Rank holders.
●	 Part of Practical Training.
●	 No need for Separate Management and Communication Skills(MCS) forming part of 

Advanced Integrated Course on Information Technology and Soft Skills (AICITSS).
●	 Special Session on Group Discussion & Interview.
●	 Preparation of Project and Presentation Skills.
●	 Building Team Spirit.

Residential Programme on Professional Skills Development at
Centre of Excellence, Hyderabad

Venue Participant Fees Date Online Registration

Centre of Excellence 
(CoE), Hyderabad

Women ` 60,000/- 25th November, 2017 to  
22nd December, 2017

https://www.icai.org/new_category.
html?c_id=345

Centre of Excellence 
(CoE), Hyderabad

Men ` 60,000/- 27th December, 2017 to  
23rd January, 2018

https://www.icai.org/new_category.
html?c_id=345

Salient Features of the Programme:

Students who have passed Chartered Accountancy IPCC/ PCC/ PE- II examination and pursuing last 
year of Practical training or completed Practical training are invited to join the course for this batch. 
Recently qualified Chartered Accountants are also welcome to join the course.

Student’s opinion

For online registration, you can proceed with ‘Board of Studies Announcements’ https://www.icai.org/
new_category.html?c_id=345 under the ‘Students’ tab on the Home Page of the ICAI’s website www.

icai.org. For any query, you can write us at ashokdua@icai.in or may also contact us on 0120-3045935.

Director, Board of Studies

CoE is a place to learn from best of 
speakers who fill the session with loads 
of learning and bundle of creativity. It is 
a great place to learn from students and 
professional with diverse background. 
A must-do course for all CA Students.

It was an amazing experience and the 
faculties were exceptionally good. It 
bridges the gap between a CA students 
and a professional. It influences us to 
be creative and think out of box.

CA. Kevin Dharmesh Gandhi 
(Participant of 37th batch)

Ms. Parnika Poddar 
(Participant of 40th batch)
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CROSSWORD - NOVEMBER  2017

ACROSS
1.	 On the date of acquisition, if the cost 

to the venturer of its interest in a jointly 
controlled entity is less than its share of 
net assets of the jointly controlled entity, 
the difference is treated as ______ 
reserve.

6.	 Article generally used before the vowels. 
7.	 The highest and most extensive 

mountain range system that lies entirely 
in Europe.

8.	 All ___ and done.
10.	 Exchanges for money.
12.	 Used in conjunction with neither.
14. 	___, Dick and Harry: common, 

undistinguished person.
15.	 An autonomous institute of management 

education and research in India.
17. 	__________is an Indian intelligence 

agency which is anti-smuggling 
intelligence, investigations and 
operations agency.

18.	 The term means a person of similar 
standing. 

20.	 Charges for services rendered.
22.	 A type of fish
23.	 Roman counting of 501
25. 	_______ a digital modulation process 

which conveys data by changing the 
phase of a reference signal.

26. 	_______ audit is an independent 
verification process of evaluating audit 
evidence to determine whether specified 
compliance requirements are met.

29.	 Jump
31.	 Attempted.
33.	 A person or thing that is greatly admired

34.	 Divided, allocated.
36.	 An enforcement agency and economic 

intelligence agency responsible for 
enforcing economic laws and fighting 
economic crime in India.

38.	 Makes amends or reparation
39.	 A -------------company is allowed to 

use the ‘State’ in its name as per the 
Companies Act, 2013.

DOWN
1.	 As per Ind AS 40, Investment property 

after recognition should be measured at 
___ Model.

2.	 The dominant OS for handheld 
computers

3.	 Not feeling well.
4.	 Tool that enables a system analyst 

to present pictorial representation of 
system.

5.	 “among other things” in Latin. 
6.	 Loves intensely.
8.	 Founder of Wal-Mart –    ____ Walton
9. 	 ____director of a company shall not be 

entitled to any stock option. 
11.	 An immeasurably or indefinitely long 

period of time
13. 	_____ can be classified as systematic 

& unsystematic in a capital structure. 
15.	 Latin clarifier.
16.	 An Insurance regulatory body.
18.	 ________ fry: online e-commerce 

furniture company.
19.	 An ____is a unit of measurement, 

originally a cubit
21.	 --------------- shall be Adjudicating 

Authority for the insolvency resolution 

and liquidation process of a  
corporate person.

22.	 Message sent using electronic means from 
one computer user to one or more recipients 
via a network

24.	 Inscribe
27. 	___________ are freely accessible, openly 

licensed text, media, and other digital assets 
that are useful for teaching, learning, and 
assessing as well as for research purposes.

28.	 A preposition
30.	 A statistical term that refers the most 

frequently occurring numbers found in a set 
of numbers.

32.	 Counterfeit
33.	 Press
35.	 Had food.
36.	 For the sake of example (Latin)
37. 	___unto others as you would have them 

____unto you(same word). 
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