Word bank

· The BSE sensex tanked 371 points on Thursday … .
TANK (Verb) : 

1 - To decrease quickly or be very unsuccessful:                     

· Not long after the chairman resigned, shares in the company tanked.

2
 -  (British English informal) To travel very fast in a car or vehicle.

3
 -  (Informal) To fail badly and be very unsuccessful:
· His last film tanked in the States, but did well in the UK.

TANK IT
- To deliberately lose a sports game that you could have won.

· I failed to understand how the Committee could commit such a patent error on the face of it.

PATENT (Adjective):
To describe something, especially something bad, in order to indicate in an emphatic way that you think its nature or existence is clear and obvious. 

· This is a patent lie.                            

ON THE FACE OF IT: 

Used to say that something seems true but that you think there may be other facts about it which are not yet clear:

· It looks, on the face of it, like a minor change in the regulations.

· On the face of it, his suggestion makes sense.

· Anti-graft mood in India.
GRAFT (Noun):


Hard Work (Informal; especially British English):

· Our success has been due to sheer hard graft.
The practice of obtaining money or advantage by the dishonest use of influence or power (American English):

· Anna Hazare is fighting hard to end graft in public life. 
Longman Dictionary of  Contemporary defines the term as “an old person who is sprightly is still active and full of energy - used to show approval”.

But the word may be used to describe the same qualities of person(s) of any age.

· She is a sprightly young woman.

SET FOR = READY [ I’ll write on ‘Phrasal verbs’ soon ] 
· “YANKed out from my comfort zone, I was posted to mind the THRONGs.”

· “ When Khaki Met Khadi” – Times of India ( Editorial). 20.08.2011
YANK  (V): to suddenly pull something quickly and with force – LDOCE
· Suresh yanked the door open.                           

THRONG: A large group of people in one place.

                    If people throng a place, they go there in large numbers:

· Tourists thronged the bars and restaurants.

Be thronged with somebody/something:  If a place is thronged with people or things, there are a lot of them there.
· The streets were thronged with protestors against corruption.
 – LDOCE
· I saw a throng of excited protestors there.

· CHURN UP : (British English) To make someone upset or angry:

· Though she looked calm, in reality she was churned up inside.
Cagey (Adj.) : Unwilling to tell people about your plans,            

                      intentions, or Opinions.

· X is cagey about his deal with Y.

“One has to SNIGGER when BJP says the only foreign hand in sight is of Italian origin.” 

– From “ Arrest corruption, not those who protest it” by       

  S.S.A. Aiyer in The Times of India 

SNIGGER (V) : (British English) To laugh quietly in a way that is not nice at something which is not supposed to be funny [= snicker American English]
· P tripped and fell as she walked up the steps. Q behind her sniggered.

SNIGGER AT


· What are you sniggering at? This is a serious poem.

LOOK BEFORE YOU LAUGH

GIGGLE
         To laugh repeatedly in a silly way because you are amused, embarrassed, or nervous
CHUCKLE 
To laugh quietly, especially because you are thinking about something funny

ROAR/HOWL with laughter
To laugh very loudly because you think something is very funny

BE IN HYSTERICS
To laugh uncontrollably
CRACK UP(informal)
To suddenly start laughing a lot

 “Fudged figures” 
– From “ REVERTS” in The Times of India, 21.08.2011 
FUDGE :
1 [intransitive and transitive] To avoid giving exact details or a clear answer  about something.
· He tried to fudge the issue by saying that he was not present at that time.
2 [transitive]   To change important figures or facts to deceive people.
· M has been fudging his data for years now.

“ …Contrived phony mess  that is falling apart.” Quoted from FED UP by Rick Perry in ‘Republican hopefuls had better embrace ignorance – Paul Krugman’, Business Line 31.08.2011.
CONTRIVE -  1. To succeed in doing something in spite of difficulties
· Schindler contrived to save more than 1,000 Polish Jews from the Nazis.

                        2. To arrange an event or situation in a clever way, especially secretly or by deceiving people:

· The lawsuit says oil companies contrived the oil shortage in the 1970s.

                        3. To make or invent something in a skilful way, especially because you need it suddenly:

· In 1862, a technique was contrived to take a series of photographs showing stages of movement.

.....................................................................................................................................
PHONY:   1.False or not real, and intended to deceive someone [= fake]
· He'd telephoned with some phony excuse she didn't believe for a minute.

2. Someone who is phony is insincere and pretends to be something they  are not

· He looks totally phony to me.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
GET YOUR TEETH INTO SOMETHING:
To start to do something with a lot of energy and determination.

· I can't wait to get my teeth into the new course.

IN THE TEETH OF SOMETHING:
In spite of opposition or danger from something.

· Permission for the development was granted in the teeth of opposition from local shopkeepers.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….     

“ Lately, for example, The Wall Street Journal’s editorial page has gone beyond its long-term preference for the economic ideas of “ CHARLATANS and CRANKS”, as one of President George W. Bush’s chief economic advisors famously put it, to a general DENIGRATION of hard thinking about matters economic”   Quoted from ‘Republican hopefuls had better embrace ignorance – Paul Krugman’, Business Line. 31.08.2011
CHARLATAN Someone who pretends to have special skills or knowledge 

· He was exposed as a charlatan.

CRANK:   Someone who has unusual ideas and behaves strangely

· Sunita was originally dismissed as a crank, but her theories later became very influential.

Crank something ↔ up To make the sound of something, especially music, louder.

· We cranked up the volume of our music player.

Crank something ↔ out   To produce a lot of something very quickly.

·  He cranked out three novels last year.

DENIGRATE(v): To say things to make someone or something seem less important or good.

· Attempts to denigrate his playing simply because of his popularity are misplaced but regrettably widespread.
Consumers are open to buying electric vehicles now but are GRAPPLING with issues of price and after-sales service. Business Line, 01.09.2011

GRAPPLE WITH SOMETHING:  To try hard to deal with or understand something difficult:

· The Government has to grapple with the problem of unemployment.

· He is upstairs grappling with her maths homework.

The Prime Minister’s forthcoming Bangladesh visit UNDERSCORES the improvement in bilateral relations in recent times. Business Line, 01.09.2011

UNDERSCORE:  To emphasize the fact that something is important or true.

· The report underscores the importance of childhood immunizations.

As a solution to this CONUNDRUM, many innovative solutions have been offered. Business Line, 01.09.2011

CONUNDRUM: A confusing and difficult problem.

· King remains a conundrum, a man of both major strengths and serious character flaws.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NEBULOUS: An idea that is nebulous is not at all clear or exact [= vague].

· 'Normality' is a rather nebulous concept.

· The rules are too nebulous to be applied consistently.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EMANATE: To produce a smell, light etc, or to show a particular quality.

· He emanates peace wherever he goes.

EMANATE FROM
· Smoke emanated from the kitchen window.

· The President argued that accusations emanating from Congress were not accurate.

Corruption is a UBIQUITOUS SCOURGE in Indian society that undermines fairness in governance. Business Line, 01.09.2011

UBIQUITOUS:   Seeming  to  be  everywhere.

· Plastic containers are ubiquitous nowadays.

SCOURGE: Something that causes a lot of harm or suffering.

· The scourge of unemployment

· The scourge of war

When Irene put businesses in a tizzy. Business Line, 01.09.2011

SCOURGE: If you get in a tizzy or into a tizzy, you get excited, worried, or nervous   about something.

The storm created incongruous retail situations. Business Line, 01.09.2011

INCONGRUOUS:    Strange, unexpected, or unsuitable in a particular situation:

· The new theatre looks utterly incongruous in its setting.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Government shouldn’t MUZZLE dissent coming from outside the political class.          Times of India, 01.09.2011

MUZZLE(V): To prevent someone from saying what they think in public         [= gag].

· This is an attempt by the government to muzzle the country's media.
Age of BEFUDDLEMENT          Times of India, 01.09.2011

BEFUDDLED:   Completely confused.
Political HAUGHTINESS…          Times of India, 01.09.2011
HAUGHTY:  Someone who is haughty behaves in a proud and very unfriendly way, as if they think other people are completely unimportant 

· People thought of him as being haughty and difficult to talk to.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ESOTERIC:  Known and understood by only a few people who have special knowledge about something:

· The esoteric world of scientific supercomputing.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Our FRAZZLED heads…          Times of India, 01.09.2011

FRAZZLED:  Feeling tired and anxious, for example after a journey or because you are very busy:

· The meeting left me feeling completely frazzled.
Nix : To answer no to something or say that you will not allow something.
· They nixed the idea of filming in Ireland.

· The proposal was nixed by council members.

Put paid to something : To stop something from happening or spoil plans for something.
· Bad exam results put paid to his hopes of a university place.
He cudgelled his brains in vain, but the thing eluded him.
Cudgel If you take up the cudgels for someone or something, you speak or fight in support of them.
· Living through the post-Darwinian debates, he invariably took up the cudgels on behalf of scientific rationalism.

He said a lot of things, most of which were darned cheeks.
Cheek
· You say that someone has a cheek when you are annoyed or shocked at something unreasonable that they have done.  

· I’m amazed they had the cheek to ask in the first place.

· To speak rudely or with disrespect to someone, especially to someone older such as your teacher or parents.
· B had been sacked for cheeking the Director.
Serious fun


Her hands were kneading themselves together.
Knead To press someone's muscles many times to help cure pain or to help someone relax.

· He began kneading my sore shoulder muscles.

Be getting on
· If time is getting on, it is quite late.

· Come on, it's getting on and we ought to go home.

· I realized that time was getting on and we would have to hurry.

If someone is getting on, they are quite old.
HAND 

AT HAND
· I haven’t got the books at hand, but I can get them for you by this afternoon.

BE HAND IN GLOVE (WITH SOMEONE) = To be very closely associated with someone.
· Apparently, the British and American secret services were hand in glove on the latest espionage case.

HAND DOWN = To pass on from one generation to the next 

· These customs have been handed down from father to son since the Middle Ages.

HAND IN = To give or bring to a person, place etc.
· The teacher told the children to hand in their exercise-books.

HAND OVER FIST = In large amounts, usually quickly 

· Share prices were dropping and Swapan found himself losing money hand over fist.

KEEP ONE'S HAND IN = To remain good or skilful at doing something by doing it occasionally 

· I still sometimes play the game of chess, just to keep my hand in.

OFF ONE'S HANDS = No longer needing to be looked after etc. 

· You'll be glad to get the children off your hands for a couple of weeks.

TO HAND = Here; easily reached, in one’s possession at the moment. 

· All the tools you need are to hand.
CAP IN HAND = Humble
· He had a strong disagreement with his Boss, but next morning, he went back cap in hand and apologized
A DAB HAND (IN SOMETHING) = Clever/skillful/experienced person
· Babu is quite a dab hand at repairing electrical things. Let him have a look at your UPS.

PUT ONE’S HAND TO THE PLOUGH = Work hard with great effort 

· When Vijay inherited his father’s business he did very little work for the first six months. But as soon as he put his hand to the plough, he made a big success of it.
Brazen something out (phrasal verb)

To deal with a situation that is difficult or embarrassing for you by appearing to be confident rather than ashamed.

· She knew she could either admit the truth or brazen it out.

Obliterate

1
To destroy something completely so that nothing remains.
· Hiroshima was nearly obliterated by the atomic bomb.

2
To remove a thought, feeling, or memory from someone's   

       mind.

· Nothing could obliterate the memory of those tragic events.

3
To cover something completely so that it cannot be seen. 

· Then the fog came down, obliterating everything.

Catapult

1 To push or throw something very hard so that it moves 

      through the air very quickly.

· Sam was catapulted into the air by the force of the blast.

2 Catapult somebody to fame/stardom etc. to suddenly make        

   someone very famous.

· A remarkable series of events catapulted her into the limelight.

Insidious

An insidious change or problem spreads gradually without 

being noticed, and causes serious harm.

· An insidious trend towards censorship of the press.

Emboldened  by  his  early  fund- raising  success, Farber  devised    ever-larger  drives  for  money , relying  on  his glitzy  retinue  of Hollywood stars, political barons, sports celebrities , and  moneymakers 

Glitzy : Exciting and attractive because of being connected with                                   rich, famous, and fashionable people [= glamorous].

· Aspen, Colorado is one of the glitziest ski resorts in the world.

Retinue :  A group of people who travel with an important person to provide help and support 

Synonym: Entourage 

· He travelled with a huge retinue of advisors.
Ensconce

To settle yourself in a place where you feel comfortable and safe 
· Nick was comfortably ensconced in front of the TV set.
Pry
1 To try to find out details about someone else's private life in an impolite 
   way.

· I don't want to pry, but I need to ask you one or two questions.

Pry into


· Reporters prying into the affairs of celebrities

2 To force something open, or force it away from something else

· We finally managed to pry the door open with a screwdriver.

3  Pry something out of somebody/something (Phrasal verb) To get money 
    or information from someone with a lot of difficulty:

· If you want to know his name, you have to pry it out of her.
 Fracas :  A short noisy fight involving several people.
·      Eight people were injured in the fracas.
Ostensible :  Seeming to be the reason for or the purpose of something, but usually hiding the real reason or purpose
·      The ostensible reason for his resignation was ill health.
Usurious :  A usurious price or rate of interest is unfairly high.
·    The money lender is seen as the savior, and the students have no idea that his usurious rates of interest from vulnerable borrowers are wrong.(This one is not from the book mentioned above. It is from a newspaper article)
Dread(v) : To feel anxious or worried about something that is going to happen or may happen.
· I've got an interview tomorrow and I'm dreading it.
· I'm dreading going back to work.
· I'm dreading that I'll be asked to make a speech.
· He dreaded the prospect of being all alone in that house.
· I dread to think what will happen if they get elected (= I think it will be very bad).
Riveting (Adj.) : A film, book etc that is riveting or gripping is so interesting or exciting that you do not want to stop watching it, reading it etc.
· The novel is absolutely riveting from start to finish.
· The story is a riveting one about two children who find an adventure game which becomes real as they are playing it.
Indiscernible : Very difficult to see, hear, or notice.
· The path was almost indiscernible in the mist.
· Almost indiscernibly, her gums had begun to turn white.
Haul : To pull something heavy with a continuous steady movement
· She hauled her backpack onto her back.
· I hauled the door shut behind me.
Haul yourself up/out of something etc.
a) To move somewhere with a lot of effort, especially because you are injured or tired:
· Patrick hauled himself painfully up the stairs.
b) To succeed in achieving a higher position in society, in a competition etc:
· He is confident that the club can haul themselves further up the league.
Haul somebody off (phrasal verb): To force someone to go somewhere that they do not want to go, especially to prison:
· Police handcuffed him and hauled him off to jail.
Haul somebody up (phrasal verb): To officially bring someone to a court of law to be judged
· Campbell was hauled up in front of the magistrate.
Visceral: Visceral beliefs and attitudes are the result of strong feelings rather than careful thought.
· In the end, something visceral arose inside her – a seventh sense – that told Carla something acute and catastrophic was brewing inside her body.
“ Outgoing, gregarious, and ebullient, Carla was more puzzled than worried about her waxing and waning illness. ”
Gregarious : Friendly and preferring to be with other people [= sociable]
Ebullient : Very happy and excited.
· My father is a naturally ebullient personality.
Wane : If something such as power, influence, or a feeling wanes, it becomes gradually less strong or less important.
· My enthusiasm for the project was waning.
· The group's influence had begun to wane by this time.
On the wane : Becoming smaller, weaker, or less important.                              
· By the 5th century, the power of the Roman Empire was on the wane.     
“The liquid that welled out (= Come out) of Carla’s veins hardly resembled blood”
Well : If an emotion wells in you, it suddenly becomes stronger, to the point where you have to express it.
· He could feel the anger welling up inside him.
· Her love for him welled stronger than ever.
Dear Friends, 

Here ends your long and tiring journey, - for the time being though.

See you soon. Have a great time.
Sourav Banerjee. 27.09.2011




Tongue-in-cheek  A remark, statement etc that is tongue-in-cheek is intended as a joke but is said or written in a serious or sincere way.


His tongue-in-cheek articles are brilliantly funny and very political.


"This just shows you what a great coach I am," said Braden, tongue-in-cheek.





Facetious Making jokes or trying to be funny in a clever or unkind way that people think is annoying.


At the risk of sounding facetious, who really cares about what happens?


The speech saying drug users should be shot was clearly facetious, but it contained a serious point.





Playful Actions or behaviour that are playful are not serious, but they are fun and friendly.


He gave me a playful slap on the shoulder.


She tried to sound playful but somehow the words came out the wrong way.





Flippant Not being serious about something that should be taken seriously, so that people think you do not care.


People ask me if I'm related to him, and my answer is usually a flippant "No, but I wish I were."











