Few Practical Hints for Preparation of CS 2011 June Examination
1. It is necessary to be up to-date with all amendments that have taken place up to six months before the examination. It is likely that the study materials you possess are not up to date.

2. Comments on general performance in each examination session are reported in the ‘Students Company’ after declaration of Results. Reading this carefully helps in understanding and therefore avoiding., common errors committed by the candidates and to know where the trust for preparation should be given

3. The ‘Student Company secretary’ periodically articles on how to prepare for particular papers in the examination. This would provide the practical hints required for preparation of certain papers.

Golden Rules for CS 2011 June Examination

1. Answer all part of all questions: Never leave a question unanswered. The first 5 marks out of 20 are easiest to obtain, the second 5 moderately easy, third 5 difficult, and the final 5 almost impossible. Therefore, if you find you have only 10 minutes remaining in which to answer 2 questions it is better to spend 5 minutes on each question, writing down in a note form as many relevant points as you can remember. In such a situation it will be necessary to use the time that you would normally spend reading through your answers, for this purpose.

2. Never leave the examination hall before the end: If you finish early, check your answer paper carefully and re-read the question paper to make sure that you have not omitted any part of any of the questions. Keep reading and re-reading the answers until the last possible moment. You may find an error or remember a case or point of law which had previously eluded you. If you do, then include it at the end of the answer book and link it by cross-reference with the remainder of your answer.
3. Time allocation:  The basic rule is that you should allocate equal time to each question, leaving 10-15 minutes at the end of the examination to read through your paper. If, however, you realize that you do not know enough to use all the time originally allocated to your last answer, whereas you could write in excess of your allocated time for your first answer, then deduct about 5 minutes from the time reserved for the last answer and add it to answer 1.

4. The last five minutes: As you read the examination paper for the first time underline what appears to be the key words in each question. Also write down in the margin the names of any cases, statutes or mnemonics (art of assisting memory) which may be relevant. These gives you two chances of recalling these details, once at the start and again as you write each answer.
5. Choice of questions: (a) Read through the whole paper “ticking” questions which you can definitely answer and “crossing” those which you can’t answer. If this does not produce exactly the correct amount of ticks, do not spend any further time on question choice at present-start your answers. It will be easier later during the examination to delete excess ticks, or to choose your best question out of the remaining (unticked) than to choose your best last best out of all questions at the start, (b) General, theoretical and descriptive questions, for example comparing preference shares and debentures, result in a narrower range of marks than problem questions, ie., there will be less students scoring in the 0-5 and 15-20 brackets. Therefore if you are aiming for a very high mark, it is advisable to choose problem-based questions although if you miss the point of the problem many marks will be lost.
6. Order of answering questions: Start with the question which you are best able to answer. It is definitely very poor technique to save your best question to end, because if you start with your “Worst” question and make an error in timing you may find that you have inadequate time to answer the questions on which your knowledge is greatest. 
Style and structure

1. Starting with a conclusion: It is a common error to start with a conclusion. Answers often commence, like this, for example, “Mr. ‘X’ has broken his fiduciary duty as a director because……”. This is a conclusion and it should, therefore, come at the end. If it comes at the start, and is wrong, the rest of the answer will be spent in an attempt to justify an incorrect conclusion, which often produces an answer where only one side of the argument is present. The answer should be structured as follows:

a) State the relevant principles of law illustrating them where applicable with decided cases. If there are two sides of a problem both of them must be discussed, and not merely the arguments which supports the conclusion which will eventually be reached. The names of the characters of the problem need not necessarily be mentioned at this stage.
b) Apply the started principles to the facts of the problem.

c) Give your conclusion. It does not have to be one hundred percent certain. It is acceptable to say “….therefore, Mr.’X’ will probably succeed” if there is some reasonable doubt as to chance. You must however, commit yourself one way or the other; do not finish by stating that “Mr. X has a 50/50 chance of success”.
Contradictory conclusions: if you place your conclusion at the end this will help to avoid the danger of self- contradiction. If, however, on reading through your answer you find contradictory statements or conclusions, you must delete one of them. If you do not do this you will get the worst of both worlds rather than the best, ie. Even if one is correct it will not score any marks.

Repeating the question:  This is a very common fault, it never scores any marks, it wastes time and it spoils the structure of the answer.

The introduction: An introduction, if any, should be very brief, you should get to the point of question as directly as possible. If you are stuck, then start with the phrase “The relevant law is as follows….”

Format: Generally answers should be structured in unnumbered paragraphs. Occasionally, it may be suitable to make several points under headings (a), (b), (c), etc., in one particular paragraph. Even so this should not be the basic style of the answer. If, however, you have very little time remaining for a question it is better to write as many relevant points as possible in note form, rather than one or two paragraphs in perfect English.

Balance: Answers often tends one of two extremes. An answer may contain a list of principles of law, without any mention of cases, of cases, or it may consist of a number of case descriptions apparently unconnected by legal principles. Both these extremes are very poor. An answer should be well balanced, containing both statements of principles of law, and case law illustrations of those principles.
Meaning: Many students fail to express what they wish to say. An example from a paper stated “A declaration of solvency must be made within 5 weeks of a resolution for a members voluntary winding up”. It is not clear from this whether the student means 5 weeks before or after the resolution, so no marks would be awarded. In fact a declaration of solvency must be made with in 5 weeks immediately preceding the date of the passing of the resolution.




It is not possible to become an expert at expressing your desired meaning merely by effort or determination; it is a very slow process. All you can do is – 

(i) be as careful as possible

(ii) do not try to write too fast
(iii) read through what you have written.
Best Wishes for Your Examination
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