ANSWERING A CASE-STUDY ORIENTED QUESTION
Now a days, papers are case study oriented. In Law, Audit, Taxation there are many questions based on case laws. Even questions on Accounting Standards have to be answered in an appropriate manner.
If we answer the case laws in a logical and coherent manner, its very easy to get marks. 

I share my experience with all of you, what I have observed by reading Modules, Compilations, Suggested Answers, Revision Test Papers, Model Teat Papers and Reference Books.
This technique should be followed to answer a case study oriented question:-

1st Paragraph:-
When you read the question, try to recall the relevant provisions/sections of law/Act.

In the 1st paragraph you have to write those provisions of law on which the question is based. In case of questions based on Accounting Standards, you have to write the relevant matter of the Accounting Standard. And if you can also mention the paragraph number of Accounting Standard, please mention it. It makes a very good impression.

Many a times, the question is based on a specific case law 

e.g. In Contract Act - Balfour Vs. Balfour

      In Companies Act-Saloman Vs. Saloman & Co. Ltd.

In these kind of questions, our answer remains incomplete till we don’t write that particular case law.
So, in these kind of questions, you can directly start your answer with a reference to that specific case law, if you remember it. It will show that you have correctly interpreted/understood the question and the examiner will get impressed like anything. 

Mentioning the correct case law will surely fetch you high marks.

Your answer should start like this if you remember that particular case law. The very first line should be ” The question is based on the case law____”

Your answer should start like this if you remember the section number
“As per Sec.    of _____Act,___(year) “
And your answer should start like this if you do not remember the section number

“As per the provisions of ____Act,___ (year)”
2nd Paragraph:-
In the 2nd paragraph, write the facts of the given case. Write, what is given in the question.
Your wordings can be-

“In the present case” or “In the given case” 
3rd Paragraph:-
Now you have to arrive at a decision by comparing 1st para and 2nd para i.e. what is written in law and what is the present case. This is the most important part of the answer.

You should make a right decision.

Support your decision with a case law, if any. This is crucial. Quoting the appropriate case law strengthens the answer and the reached decision.

Some Important Points:-

1. Quoting section numbers and case laws are absolutely necessary to secure full marks (At least in law paper). Don’t think that it’s not required at PCC/PE-II/Intermediate level.
You can see the suggested answers/compilation. They do quote section numbers and case laws in almost all answers.

2. A good command over English is also a pre requisite for writing a quality answer.

3. In Professional examinations, questions should be answered this way to score high.
Refer to Suggested Answers/Compilation for this writing style.

4. Never write a fake case law or an imaginary case law because the examiner is not a fool. If you do this, he may get angry and you can be the victim.

5. In Law, it is the writing style that helps in getting marks. So fine tune your writing style

6. Law has got its own language. We can’t write the answer in our language. Most of the students think that even if they write the answer in general language, they will get marks but it is not so. Language of statute differs significantly from general English in few cases. Law has certain phrases, certain words, we need to learn them and reproduce them in our answers. Try to learn the language of law. Otherwise it gets very difficult to score good marks. 
7. Make a habit of referring to the bare Acts. It will facilitate better understanding.
8. Law is a scoring paper. And it becomes more easy to score when the paper is case study oriented. Because we can’t remember the complete section but we can write a part of the section. If the question paper has flat questions which simply require a complete section in answer, we can’t score as high as we can in case studies oriented paper.

So don’t think that it is tough to score in a case study based paper.
9. Even if your answer is wrong i.e. the decision at which you have arrived is not right , you won’t get zero marks. You will get due credit if you have written the correct provisions and facts of the case. 
10. You can follow this technique in Taxation & Audit also. 

11. Take time to read the question. Understand it properly. 

Hope it will help you..

Also see my file on Some Good Tips for PCC/IPCC Students.
Cheers.. Be Happy & Keep Smiling.. ( ( 

Thanks & Regards,

Your Akash.

9321593442.

Email id: - akash412.soni@gmail.com 

I request you all to give your thoughts.. Please tell me if I have missed out something..

PCC Students:- You can contact me if you have any problem in any subject..BBay..Take Care..

