This Are Percentage Of Marks In Each Subject. If One Can Get 70 % In Each Subject Then He Will Be Surely Pass, Or Else The Results Would Be Depend On The Difficulty Level Of Each Subject, Their Weightage And Overall Lot Of Students. Not Much Sure About How They Evaluate This Thing
One More Thing, Nothing Like This Is Mentioned On The CFA Institue Site, And If You Interpreted The Past Results And What Has Been Mentioned On The Site, You Will Come To Know That It Is Percentile And Not Percentages..... Schweser, In Its Study Notes Though Has Mentioned That If You Score >70%, You Can Expect To Pass.... 
I Have Cleared. Its %Age and Not %le. If There Are 11 Questions In One Section And You Get 8 Right, You Will Fall In The 70%Age+ Range.

However There Is No Negative Marking And No Need To Pass Or Get Above Some Score In Any Section. Only Total Score Matters.
Percentile Is Relative and Percentage Is Absolute. How Thick Do You Have To Be To Not Understand Which One Of The Two Can Lead To Differentiation Between Two Passed Candidates!

In Any Case, You Are Not Given Percentages-Only That You Have Fallen Between- Less Than 50, 50-70 and Above 70 Brackets (And Even On That You Can Not Claim Superiority) 
1) Cut Cost -- Which In This Case Would Get Into any Job U Get. Accountant, Marketing Etc.
2) Ugradation -- Like Many Successful Entrepreneurs Did, During The Time Of Recession They Restore To Xpansion. In Our Case One Would Need To Look For Courses So That Wen The Market Improves We Are Better Placed Thn Our Peers.

Schweser Level 1 2009 Notes

Links For Book 1 To 5.
Book 1 
Http://Rapidshare.Com/Files/160737244/1_-_2009_CFA_Notes_-_Level_1.Pdf
Book2
Http://Rapidshare.Com/Files/160737745/2_-_2009_CFA_Notes_-_Level_1.Pdf
Book3
Http://Rapidshare.Com/Files/160738388/3_-_2009_CFA_Notes_-_Level_1.Pdf
Book4
Http://Rapidshare.Com/Files/160738777/4_-_2009_CFA_Notes_-_Level_1.Pdf
Book 5
Http://Rapidshare.Com/Files/160739249/5_-_2009_CFA_Notes_-_Level_1.Pdf
Salary Package - If You Are Talking About Prospects In The US Then Passing All 3 Exams With Out Any Work Experience Is No Good. You'll Still Start as a Fresher with Avg Package Going from $45K to $50K.
But U Can Surely Get A Job Right If Ur A Fresher Cause Am Planning To Study For This Course. Also U Can Get Jobs In India Or Other Countries Right Being A CFA Fresher

What Would Be The Pay In Case U Have All The Necessary Years Work Ex And Finished Level 3??
Its Tough to Work Together and Prepare For CFA Moreover Getting An Initial Start In A Research Profile 
But If No One in Your Family Before You Has Done The Hard Working Of Climbing The Corporate Ladder Then You Should Accept The Fact It Is Not Going To Be Easy For You And Start Looking For Those Entry Level Office Bitch Kind Of Job 
Dont Worry Bout The Jobs Mate. Have A Mindset To Clear All 3 Levels First Which Requires Commitment. Then Jobs Will Come Automatically To U.
Knowledge Never Goes Waste Keep On Doing CFA Along With Whatever Job U Have, Higher Education Field Is Growing Like Anything Once U Complete Level-II One Can Start As A Guest Faculty In Some Tier-II MBA Colleges Once U Gather Some Exp U Can Apply For Full Time This Will Give U Enough Time Also. If U Cannot Make Directly In Finance World, There Are Lots Of Supporting Industries To Finance And Education Sector Is One Of Them.
Remember, Not Every Equity Analyst Is A Successful Analyst. 
An L-1 Or L-2 Is Not A Sure Shot Entry Into Research Firm. It All Depends On The Candidate's Presence Of Mind In Interview And Diff Research Firms Hav Different Selection Procedures One Should Be Good In Clearing Those. A L-1 Or L-2 Gives Some Weightage, The Co. Can Give another Look But its Not The Sure Method Of Having A Formality Level Interview And Getting Into It.

The Problem Is Lack Of Campus Facility And Organization Of Candidates Passing Out Each Yr. When A Corporate Comes To A Campus They Hav This Thing In Mind Tht Candidates Are Good And There Is A Somewht Surety Tht Thy Hav To Pick Atleast Some Nos. But Individually One Is As Good As Selling Himself.
CFA With Complete Charter Has Value But To Be Eligible Fr The Complete Charter Is The Main Catch, U Need 4 Yrs Of Relvnt Work Ex And Thts The Main Hurdle Getting The Frst Break, If One Has Good Contacts In Industry Theres No Prob But I M Talking About The Masses
If U Wanna Experiment Try Attending Intvw For Equity Research Analyst Position In Kpos Nd Research Firms U Will Come To Know About The Prerequisites Cos Expect In A Candtt Like Financial Modelling Etc For Which Unfortunately There Are No Proper Classes, 

Example Pipal Research, Delhi And Evalueserve, Gurgaon For Invtt Res Analyst Position Only Intvw Candtts With Relevnt Research Exp

Transparent Value And Aranca Research Make You Solve A Case Study Which Is Tough To Understand Not Coverd In L-1 Or MBA

I Am Basing My Facts On Practical Exp I Have Faced. 
Strongly Disagree With All The Pessimists
It Is Very Important To Understand Your Own Goals In Life. CFA Is Not A Course That Needs To Be Done With Just To Get A Job. It Is A Course To Increase Your Knowledge In The Investment Industry. If You Actually Wanna Be In This Profession, You Will Enjoy Studying For The CFA. If At All You Feel Bored At Any Point In Time, You Should Understand That This Is Not The Field You Should Get Into. 

The Salary Levels Are Higher Abroad. 

Finance Is A Field, Where You Usually Get Good Positions Only With Contacts, It Is Very Important To Understand That. If You Don’t Have Good Contacts, You Have To Start From The Bottom And Join Small Firms. 

Go Google Up Some Equity Research Reports And Read Them. Search For Any E-Book On Financial Modeling And Learn Financial Modelling On Your Own. There Are Many Books On Financial Modelling In Excel Out There In The Market. Pick Up An Annual Report On Any Indian Company And Start Making Its Financial Model. You Can Show Your Work To The Company When You Go For An Interview. It Shows That You Are Dedicated And Like The Field.

If You Want To Do Something In Life, Like Making A Career Change, The Urge To Learn Everything About That Profile Should Come From Within, If It Doesn’t, Then Your Wasting Your Time Dreaming
Can U Suggest Some Banks Which Hire For Financial Analyst Position And Location

ICICI Has A Very Good Treasury Research Set Up. I Am Sure As A Finance Person It Will Interest You. HDFC Is A Also A Great Place To Work With Just That They Pay Peanuts.

As Far As Age Profile Is Concerned I Don't Think It's A Restriction For CFA's Be You 22-2 Or 27+. I Think The Very Nature Of Your Discussion Is Limited To So Called "Research Analyst" Profile. The World Of INVESTMENT Is Not Only About Research Analysts Who Will Rather Work With Their Excel Worksheets Their Are Other Fields Like Private Equity, AMCs, M&A, VCs, Arbitrage Jobbing And Hedge Funds Where The More Seniority And Quality Of Your Experience In The Finance Industry (Esp. For Banking People) More your Demand. Indian Retail Investment Population Is Just 2 Crore. I Mean Look At The Scope Of Growth In The Financial Sector Need Demand For Skills In This Industry. Today The Stock Markets And The Investment Cycle Is On The Down Turn But Cum 2010 When The Bull Market Begins (By The Time Prospective CFAs Will Qualify) There Is An Estimated Shortage For Nearly 2 Lakh Finance Professionals Per Annum For This Industry. And CFA Is The Best Way To Go About Coz It May Not Guarantee U A Job Without An Interview But It Shows The Employers That You Have Talent To Crack Such Highly Competitive Exam. This Exactly The Same Reason Why IIM Students Are Preferred Coz They May Not Have Strong Domain Knowledge But They Have The Intellect And Determination Which Is Very Valuable For An Employer.

And For Pessimists Who Say That CFA And MBA Are Finished And That There Is No Demand For Jobs Can Go Themselves Coz They Are Not Even Confident Of Making It To Anything In Life... 
Profiles List
For Corporate Finance / Investment Banking

Portfolio Manager
M&A Analyst
Hedge Analyst
Credit Analyst
Investment Analyst
Research Associate
Asset Management

Level 1 CFA Certainly Prepares You On Economics. 

Additionally, Be Passionate About the Learning That CFA Provides. On Personal Level, I Enjoy Studying For CFA. I Try To Keep Myself Abreast Of The Markets Developments, Go Through The Financial Statements WARREN BUFFET Style And Even Ponder On Building Financial Models Myself. The Only Thing That Worries Me Is The Correctness Of The Models.

Though CFA Builds You For CFA Material Whilst The CEO Come From The Ranks Of MBA's Which Facilitates Movement Across Different Business Units. Not To Mention That CFA And MBA Have There Own Set Of Limitations.

I Am Not Saying That Fundamental Analysis Is Not Valid. It Is Necessary For Any Stock Pick. The Problem I Have With Research Analysts Esp. Those On CNBC Is That They Just Give Buy Picks On Stock Blindly On Fundamentals. They Don't See What's The Current Market Technicals Or Levels. 

Fundamentally Study Soundness of the Stock and Then Time Your Buy at the Right Time. Arbitrageur Is Not As Bad A Word That Is Made Out To Be Here. Big Firms Are Engaged In It. 
CA+CFA Info

It’s Better If U Start CFA after U Have Atleast Attempted CA Final. Coz, The Preparation For Mafa Will Give U A Strong Foundation To Build Upon.

The Difference In Preparation, The Difference Lies In Mentality. U Have To Change The Way U Approach The Exam. In CA Its More Analytical Where As In CFA, Its More Logical. The Cause And Effect Relationships Are Critical In CFA Whereas U Take Them For Granted In CA Thru Formulae. 

Level 1 Should B Easy For a CA. 
Level 2 & 3 Will Require High Level of Concentration
Indian CA's Have an Edge When It Comes To CFA. Knowledge of Accountancy, Which Forms an Integral Part of CFA. Which Is FSA Helps CA's In Saving Their Time In Level 1 And 2. However Level 3 Is All About Portfolio Management , Which Is Not A CA's Domain....
It’s A Great Combination ....CA+CFA 

Level I Should Not Be Tough For CA PE-II/PCC Student. Same Way A Student Who Has Done With CA Final Should Not Find Level-II That Difficult.
The Approach Is Different In That CFA Tests More On Fundas And Cause And Effect Relationships.

Also You Should Start Off Along With CA Course After Your Graduation Is Completed/In The Last Year Of Graduation. Level-I Doesn’t Eat Away Much Time. Studies on Weekends Will Be Enough 
As CFA Is All About Macro Level Understanding And Is More On The Finance Whereas The FM In CA Is Of Very Basic Level (Even In CA Finals) and Doesn't Help Much Even In Level I Forget About Level II And About The Accountancy Edge There Is Only A Very Slight Edge To CA's In This Area As Again The FSA In CFA Is Entirely Different From The Accounts In CA, CA Is More Of Overall Knowledge And Doesn't Check Your Conceptual Knowledge Whereas CFA Exam Will Screw You On Ur Fundamental And Conceptual Knowledge. So For All CA's There Take CFA Seriously.........Its Not A Cakewalk, It Will Grill You Screw You

 Its Not Tat CA Is Entirely Different From CFA. The Basics And Underlying Concepts, Especially In FSA Is Same In Both. Its The Testing Pattern Which Differs. While CA Asks U Questions On How U'll Apply Concepts, CFA Tests Ur Roots & the Understanding of Core Knowledge. Any CA worth His Salt Should be able To Clear Level 1 Easily. Also The MAFA Paper In CA Has Become Notorious Nowadays. So Guys Who R Preparing Well For It In CA Will Find It Much Easier In CFA, Except Those Who Just Try To Mug Everything.

Its Better To Start CFA After Completing CA Or Atleast After Appearing For CA Final Exams, Coz, The Mindset Required For Preparation And Testing In CFA Is Very Different. It'll Be Difficult to Focus on both as the Subjects & Preparation Methods Are Different. 

CA Final FM Is Of Basic Level In Module, But On Exam Many Other Concepts Are Being Tested Now. So, If One Has Prepared For FM For The Extras As Well, Then Level-II Derivatives (Except For Swaps) Section Is Just A Flip Over. Also In FSA, Many Topics Are Already More Or Less Covered By Our Accounting Standards (Consolidation, Pension, ESOP) 
CA Makes You To Remember Big Formulas And Clear The Exam Even Without Going In Great Detail. CFA Doesn't Expect You To Memorize Tons Of Formulas. It wants you to understand the Logic. U Need A Different Mind Set. U Don't Have To Memorize All The FM Formulas For Derivates Or Portfolio Management. If U Just Use Ur Logic, Things Can Be Really Simple. CFA Stresses on the Practical Exp. Any One Can Clear CA Even With Dummy Articleship.
To Clear CFA Final without Having Good Knowledge of Financial Market or Instruments is Pain.

Many Fund Managers In States Who Has Started Doing CFA Only After Starting Their Job At Investment Firms. CFA Is Worthless Without Having Pratical Work Experience.
CFA Is Just The Cream On The Cake. U Need A Strong Foundation In Finance Like CA (Which Represents The Cake) B4 U Do CFA.

Always CAs With CFA Are Better Any Other Combination As They Understand The Financial Statements Better. 

But Unless U Become A CFA, U R Useless And Not Recognised. Same Is The Case With Other Specialisations.

The World Today Is All About Multi-Tasking. If U Gonna B Satisfied With Wat U Hav, Ur Brain And Its Corresponding Market Value Will Get Depreciated To Zero, Very Quickly! 
Some Companies In India Which Are Hiring CA's Require Them To Do CFA also. CA's, MBA's Form The Majority Class Of CFA Students.

Investment Banks Are Hiring From IIT's. This Has Also Increased Its Craze Among Engineers. But For CA's, It Is Natural Extension of Their Qualification. 
"So If CFA Was Not Complete In Itself Why CFA Does Not Recommends CA As A Foundation Material. "
If CFA Institute Recommends CA Material, It Will Commit Its Own Marketing Suicide. What’s More Important Is the Ease with Which CAs Complete CFA. Ask Any IIM Graduate - The Crowds in IIMs R around the CAs, Even If They R Very Few. Personal Skills Make A Man Successful, But, In The Competitive World Today, Qualifications R Not A Symbol Of Knowledge Or Skill, They R Rather Symbols Of Ability To Take Up Challenges And Complete Them. A Candidate Without Well-Known Qualifications Is Looked Down Upon As A Guy Who Was Lazy In His Early Days And Was Not Willing To Take Risk Or Go The Extra Mile!

Today, The Resumes Are Filtered Thru Qualifications And If The Words They Search For Is Not Found In Ur Resume, It Jus Goes To The Dustbin.

If I Go With Your Logic Then A Person Just Out Of CA, CFA Should Start Preparing For MBA 
And Then For LIFA And Then For FRM And Then For Some Other Marketing Gimmick.

1-Extra Skills Are Very Important!!
2-Extra Qualification Does Have Its Importance If It Has The Effect Of Value Addition.
Like Doing ACCA, CIMA After CA Doesn't Make Much Of A Difference As Compared To
Doing CFA After CA!! The Latter One Adds More Value And Variety Than The Former!!! 
It Shouldn’t Be Tough To Prepare For CFA As if Already Done Ur Mba In Finance.  U Don’t Need the Coaching But U Have to Sincerely Devote Ur Time For Preparation And Understanding It Should Not Be A Problem. Also The Notes By Schweser Are Quite Handy And you Wont Find Anything Outside It Provided U Have Studied them thoroughly. Even Level 1 Is A Gud Value Addition. It Will Give U Much Upper Edge Then Ur Fellow MBA's 
In My Opinion CFA Is A Specialisation. It’s Not Comparable to a Finance Degree like MBA, CA Etc. Although U Can Do CFA After Pursuing Any Stream, It More Or Less Builds On A Basic Finance Knowledge. I Think If U Do CFA After Bcom U Will Find That You Wud After To Work Much Harder Than Someone Who Has A Finance Degree. Also A MBA Gives You A Broader Finance Prospective While CFA Is Very Comprehensive In Only The Area Of Investment. Unfortunately I Have No Idea About ACCA 

An MBA Will Always Be Taken As An Strategist And Will Generally Be on The Strategy Team Directing The Stat Team Full Of Accountants, Statisticians, MIF's Etc Etc...

MBA Is Some What A Strategy Course Even If Its Finance, Or Marketing, Or Business , HR Or Whatever....And On The Other Hand MIF Is More Of A Quantitative Course, Economic, Taxation, Accounting, Finance Trends Course

MBA will Teach You Management , MIF Will Teach You Finance Hard Core, More Of Like Stats And Analysis !! MIF Won’t Teach You What To Do With That Analysis!!! Thats Where The LBS MBA's Come In!!!

What Happens Is, That As Soon As You Enter A Company As An Intern, They Get You Enrolled In An CFA Program, So That Way They Are Secure That You Will Work Only In Finance With Them And Possible Tomorrow If They Want To Hire You Full Time, They Know You Will Be Graduating In Finance Because Of That CFA And Not Switch Specializations!

The Same Happens With CA/CMA/CGA For Accounting!!! The Company You Work For Enrolls You In It, So Not Only They Hone Your Skills But Also, They Are Secure That You Wont Switch Firms And Careers. The Number Of Time You Have To Go Through Material Depends Upon Your Working Style For Example, I Read Leisurely First Time Just To Know What Is In There, Second Time To Grasp Everything, Third Time To Get What Was Left, But There Are Some Of My Friends Who Just Read Once With An Aim To Get It Done.

Another Suggestion Is To Go Through Topic Area Weights
"http://Www.Cfainstitute.Org/Cfaprog/Courseofstudy/Topicareaweights.Html"


MBA After CA

I Think MBA From ISB Is Better Option Rather Than Part Time Programme . Part Time Programme May Be A Value Addition.

GMAT Preparation Material. 
At First U Will Have To Register At GMAC.Com
Pay A Requisite Fees Online And U Will Get The Study Material And All Preparation Tools.......

Princeton University in New Jersey Its Good Name In Finance And It Does Have Masters Course For 1 Yr
MBA From ISB Is One Year Programme And They Charge INR 20Lakhs  for 1 Yr. Programme.

MBA Must Be From India Only And That Too From ISB Or IIM (A/B) Because After CA If You Do It From Some Other B-School It Would Not Pay You That Much In Terms Of Return (Monetary). 
IIM Guys Are Also Being Accepted And Paid Well. They Are Taken By Goldman Sachs, AIG. And They Are Offered Job In US And Paid In $
When You Convert In INR. Then It Comes To Newspapers 
 
So Here The List Goes.

My Recommendation Is 
1 Harvard
2 ISB
3 London School Of Business Or LSE
4 IIMs (Rite Now 6 In Numbers A Few More To Come In A Year Or Two)
5 Stanford
6 Wharton
7 Yale / Tuck
8 IMD (Swiss)
9 INSEAD
10 S P Jain (Mumbai) 
CA - A Grat Risk , Good Earning Capacity

MBA- Easy To Crack , Not More Compare To Ca 
According To The Survey That Was Conducted Last Year (2006). C.A Is 3 To 4 Times Higher Than M.B.A. C.A Is Also Much More Tough Than M.B.A Which Is Merely 1 And Half Year Course Compared To C.A Which Is 4.5 Years Course. C.A Has Much Higher Professionalism Than Any Other Course At Present In India.
 
CA Makes Your Jack of All and You Can Do Audit, Tax or Accountancy.

CFA Makes You Master Of Investment. People Don't Pursue CFA and For Matter of Fact Any Qualification after CA Just For Job. It's A Passion. You Need To Look Around You To Find The Employment Status Of CA. CAs Pursue CFA Because They Know That They Have A Strong Base. Tons Of MBAs From All Those So Called B-Schools Are Working Under CAs. We Can Count The Name Of Investment Managers In India Who Are Neither CA Nor From TOP 10 B- Schools. You got to realize that Each Qualification Has Its Unique Features and It Gives Special Value Addition. No One Loves To Study For Hours After Doing CA But If They Are Doing It Than There Must Be Something Special
