GMAT - More emphasis on reasoning, vocab based questions absent, No analytical section as such, but 2 essays, which are very important and needs some practice.

CAT - Everything from GMAT and GRE, and some additional things.

Overall GMAT is not as difficult as CAT.

A Journey called CAT
IIM – The acronym every B-Schooler aspires for in India. I being not too different from others had similar aspirations, desires and dreams. Oh yes, forgot to mention the common full form of IIM is Indian Institute of Management; but I came to know of another full form during this journey, which will be eventually revealed to all
Umm…from where to start…let me go back to April of the year 2000. It was the time when my sister made it to the well…Joka land. It was the time when I was preparing for my engineering and already made my mind to make it to an IIM. 
First two and a half years of engineering went fine but it’s generally in the third year when one starts thinking about what next! Then I joined Career Launcher in Delhi in my fifth semester and little did I know that I was not the only one aspiring in my batch. I met junta of NSIT there. The classes started and very soon I realized the weakest link for me to the ultimate goal – the VERBAL part. Anyhow, my senior gave me this wonderful advice to taking CAT in the third year to get a “feel” of the exam. I liked the idea and finally took it. And yes, at that time, CAT had no rule which barred people taking the exam who are not in their final years. I think it is coz of people like me that they thought of this rule. It’s good to be a reason which made IIMs take a policy decision 
CAT No. 1: Year 2002 in November
It was a normal 3 section paper in which I had no pressure to perform. The paper went fine and it was the first time wherein the percentiles were to be revealed. Moving to the results, QA was 99.5 % with an 86 odd in DI and some 65 in verbal. This clearly told me where I had to work on – as if I didn’t know it before.
Jan 2003 – Oct 2003 – The time when all of my friends, classmates and everyone and anyone was a CAT aspirant. It was good to be in excellent company and I think that competition forced me to prepare for the exam which eventually I think I did.
CAT No. 2: Year 2003 in November
Was I nervous??!! I WAS. This was the day, the time, the 2 hours which are going to decide the future for me. I still remember how the exam went. The sound of opening the sheet, the answer sheet being filled, the sweat, the tension – everything is still like a movie in my mind. Anyhow, in the end I was quite happy with my performance in DI and QA  Also, I knew that I had did well in Verbal because 2 RCs which I attempted in the exam were luckily from some of the test mock papers of the institutes. 
But then disaster stuck as soon as I crossed the gates of the school of my center – my mother telling me, “Amit, CAT is cancelled. The paper got LEAKED last night.”
I was like no; it’s difficult to give your best again. Well, with no option left in life, I started preparing for my semester exams.
Forgot to mention this, 3 weeks before CAT, I had a disc collapse in my back which forced me to take bed rest for 2 weeks which meant no studies, nothing but I think that did not have any adverse effects on my CAT preparation.
Ah yeah…had that CAT not cancelled, I would have never joined PaGaLGuY.
Year 2004 has come  I had already done the greatest mistake of my life by filling just 3 forms – CAT, XAT and MDI. The XAT exam was next and so much verbal focus, I knew it was difficult to clear it. But then trying was important, which I did and eventually failed also. But since CAT was still there, I thought to myself that I still have a chance to make it to my dream school.
CAT No. 3: Year 2004 in February
After been there already, I was not as nervous but yeah, pressure to perform kills you. The exam was little on the tougher side but it went fine. In this internet age, the solutions were out by the evening but I had decided not to check till the next day.
Next day, I started checking my paper. As always, I started here also wit Quant. The performance was sufficient enough to clear the cut-off. I don’t know what prompted me to check verbal next. I did and was amazed to see my score and was already jumping in my room…but hang on…story is not over yet.
I checked DI then and my world came crashing down. I attempted 4 caselets and got 2 of them ABSOLUTELY WRONG!!! I scored a single digit in DI; it was something I was not prepared for..why why why!!! After not able to make it in IIT-JEE because of Maths then, again DI did me in.
Crying made me no better and I knew that it was bye bye IIMs and MDI.
The results came out as expected and I was prepared for it. Some of my close friends had all six calls or single calls or some calls atleast. Most of them made it and then we parted on our different paths in life.
I joined HCL Technologies in Delhi in July and was sure of cracking it this time. Some intelligence which I did this time was widening my B-School list – IIMs, XLRI, NITIE, MDI, SPJain, IIFT and FMS. This meant I had to take 4 exams this time and that too with my job. Also, somehow I got a really good project in the company which required me put in a lot of effort there. I could have avoided work but somehow it’s in my nature not to give 100% which is entrusted on me. That year, I went to office for 29 days in October, 2 days off being 2nd October (Thanks to Gandhiji) and Dusshera (Thanks to God Ramchandra); else I would have been in office then also. Adding to this was a family problem which required me to spend 3 months nights in hospitals as my grandfather was ill. When I look back, I wonder how I managed all this. Oh one more thing, my sister wedding plans was also underway which required my inputs and participation too.
CAT No. 4: Year 2004 in November
The exam time came. CAT, XAT, IIFT and FMS. Results: calls from IIM-L, MDI, IIFT and NITIE. I was confident of converting one call atleast this time. CAT percentile overall was 98.94%. Also, this was the time when PaGaLGuY shot to fame with that result link getting exposed and all this was the first CAT in which differential marking was introduced.
Jan 2005 – MDI interview, my first B-School GD/PI experience. Somehow managed the GD and went in the interview. Interview was okie-dokie. With next 3 interviews in March, I had loads of time to prepare for them.
Feb 28, 2004 – MDI results are out. Not selected…not even in the waitlist..am I that bad. Maybe yes. With around 10 days to go, I left no stone unturned to prepare for the GD/PI. Next interview was NITIE in Mumbai on 8th March, 2004 (which was my birthday too)
March 7, 2004 – Disaster will be an understatement with what happened. I slept with a little back pain but just could not life myself up from the bed. The pain in my lower back was killing me and even lying straight was not helping me. We rushed to the hospital and I was diagnosed with slip disc. 3 weeks bed rest, no movement nothing. My NITIE was next day, IIFT in 3 days and IIML in 10 days. No way was I going to miss them.
I had to get admitted in the hospital and doctor did not allow me to move at all. This meant, all pleadings for attending interviews for NITIE were waste. IIFT also went by and I sat there who could not do anything about it – just cry a bit ok.. not a bit but a little more.
I had my mind, come what may – I will attend my IIM interview. When doctor heard the word “IIM”, he also became a little soft and said that try to get it postponed as much as possible. We tried our best but date was still within my bed rest period. With a little change in is heart, he allowed me to take the interview.
The GD was bad for me as the pain was still there and it was bad. I had to wait for nearly 3 hours for my interview and this aggravated the pain. Somehow, I braved it and faced the interview panel.
It was an above average PI but performance in GD was still enough to ensure that I don’t get in.
The results came and I was waitlisted at 107. This is when I joined PaGaLGuY and my first post was on the IIM L thread. After months of praying and tracking the WL day and night, it closed at 102!!! 
I applied for a transfer to Mumbai to stay with my parents and take care of my back. Eventually the company did transfer me and here I landed in Mumbai. I joined the TIME test series and was doing pretty fine but the office culture here was really bad. For the first six months from July to December, there was not a single day when I did not contemplate resigning.
CAT No. 5: Year 2005 in November
I added one more exam in my list – JMET. Exams came and went and somehow I screwed ALL of them. CAT 97 %ile, XAT 99 %ile, JMET – 500+ Rank and similarly all. All but one – FMS. Had calls from both the courses and went to Delhi for the interview. MS GD was average, PI was also average. Then came the FT day. That time, people having both FMS calls did not have process the same day, unlike today. Since I had become quite visible on PG, I met many familiar people. GD was excellent and PI was also good but FMS thought otherwise. My name did not figure in both the list, not even the waitlist. This was the very famous 1:1 ratio batch of FMS: mg: 
One interesting thing about XAT. Had a 99.9+ in both DI and QA but 86.80 or something in Verbal. Basically I missed the verbal cutoff by .01% 
With 2 years work experience already in my kitty and entering my third year, GMAT option was also available. (just hang on for a bit, the other IIM is coming now ) In April, I registered for a June date for my GMAT and also joined TIME classes for CAT preparation. I knew it was NOW or NEVER. PG was a really big help for GMAT and after 3 months of study, I scored a 710. This is where I found the other IIM which stands for Indian IT Male Most of the applicants from India fall in this category and no wonder it is really difficult to get in US B-Schools when being an IIM
Had plans to apply to 3 schools only – ISB, CMU Tepper and Goizueta Emory. The application process in these is a pain but in the end, it is quite insightful. One comes to know so much about oneself Coupled with this, I was attending classes in TIME and going to my job also. Somehow, I stuck the right chord in Mocks and was posting on PG big time. I earned the label of “sophisticated spammer” which I still disagree to I am and never was a spammer
Oct, Nov 2005 – Had interview calls from all 3 schools – ISB, Tepper and Goizueta. CAT day was also coming. I was done with my ISB interview (which was very very arbit) and Tepper interview over phone before CAT. The last interview was scheduled in Mumbai in December as a part of the World MBA Tour. Both the US B-School interviews were pretty straight-forward – Why MBA, strengths, weakness etcetera etc.
CAT No. 6: Year 2006 in November
The 5 options paper for CAT…man I had seen it all started with Quant and killed it. Moved to the most arbit verbal paper ever and then did DI. When the solutions came in the evening, verbal had left me hanging..well almost. Btw, SP Jain was out of the hit list.
Dec 2006 – Jan 2007 –> Worst time of my life. Rejects from ISB, Tepper and Goizueta. CAT result out. 100%ile in QA, 95 in DI and 82 in verbal. It was over for me. With just 5 days to go for XAT, I had no option but to give it my best. It was verbal and verbal and just more verbal. 
7th Jan, 2007 – In the XAT paper itself, I knew that finally verbal is cracked. Meanwhile, JMET had given me a rank of 39 and calls from IIT B, D and KGP were on MDI also found me suitable for college, even NITIE thought the same 
20th Jan, 2007 – The evening before the FMS paper. Just went online for something and saw the XL result link. With all my confidence, I punched in my roll number and saw the line “Sorry….” WTF !!!! how how how….then clicked on the scorecard link. QA 99 something, Verbal 95.42..scorecard is not over yet..DI 77 %ile This is just not possible…gave up all hope of MBA.
continued...
Took the FMS exam and also prepared for the upcoming GDs and PIs. Then someone advised me about the MAT route to JBIMS and MHCET was also added on the exam taking list. MAT went awesome and 99.99%ile with a composite score of 800 ensured that JBIMS was there now. All the interviews came one by one and I attended all of the,. Some in Mumbai, some in Delhi..GOD it was maddening. Filling forms, carrying the requisite stuff etc was quite arduous. 
Finally comes the news I was waiting to hear all my life. 13th March, 2007 2230 hrs. A friend of mine called from FMS and here it was – WL 1 FMS it was. MS was WL 7. Btw, I attended my MDI and IITB interviews after my FMS convert. Though, people advised me against it but they had taken a lot of my hard earned money so I decided to take them.
Well, in the end, I had all converts – FMS (both), JBIMS, IITs (all 3), MDI and NITIE. It was Delhi again for me.
I resigned from my job and then decided to utilize my time by teaching in TIME. This is where ARKSS Sir (ARKS Srinivas, TIME Director, Mumbai) said to me, “Amit, CAT ek baar aur likh de.” I was like no, never sir. I was tired of writing it. We left it there.
July came and I was in here – FMS  Met some of the sharpest people in the country and some awesome faculty. After one month of grilling, I called up ARKSS and told him that FMS is not chill at all. And people, I am serious. During that phone call, again the CAT thing came up and he said “Mere liye likh de.” I told him I can’t do it now anymore, no time to study and all. He somehow convinced me to fill the form and I did it. Just filled the form and no prep. No test series. There was no time in FMS. Initial work there, then summers, then exams..everything was packed. And whatever time I had in life, I ensured that I sleep well 

CAT No. 7: Year 2007 in November
CAT was on the 18th and our first semester exams got over on the 15th evening. 15th and 16th were spent in chilling out in life and 17th was taken away by room cleaning. The only sane thing I did on 17th was sleeping at 2230 hrs Next day, I went to the exam centre which was nearby to the hostel, thankfully. From there, I called ARKSS again and told him that I still don’t know why I am doing this. Finally, the paper started and it was exciting to do Maths after so many months. Did QA, then Verbal and finally DI. Came back to the room and slept. In the evening, got up and checked the score. QA and DI were fine but as always a 20 in verbal according to TIME keys. My score varied from 15 to 25 depending on institute keys. In either case, I was not clearing cut-off for verbal according to any of the institutes. So, it was over.
Life moved on, then came the day of the results. However bad one performs, there is always a desire to check the result (ok..i have it) The link given on the CATIIM site was not working from the hostel. Then I came to know about the result by SMS thing. I SMSed and received the following reply. 
QA (%ile) 99.98 with a score of 70
DI (%ile) 99.97 with a score of 76
Verbal (%ile) 96.40 with a score of 30
OA (%ile) 99.99 with a score of 176
YES YES YES I HAVE CRACKED IT !!! Calls started coming in and had all 6 calls. I was elated. But then, I had another problem. What will I say in the interview. FMS is awesome, why should one leave it. I had no clue what to do. The interview schedule came and the forms too. Took a lot of help from ARKSS for the same and prepared for the interview. I knew what to prepare – MBA acads and why chuck FMS for an IIM.
The first interview was IIML. A pretty decent GD and average PI. Next was IIMK. An average GD and bad PI. Indore was next but had a very important class to attend in FMS so decided against it. Btw, both K and L asked about FMS.
The Big One was next – Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad. And man, I was nervous The essay was fine and PI was a dream one. They just could not believe that someone wants to leave FMS and come to IIMA. I think I did a pretty decent job there and rest of the questions varied from work experience to MBA Acads to general stuff in life.
IIM Calcutta was next. A decent case study discussion followed by stress interview. Was asked Maths, Sub Prime, Telecom War, Quiz, FMS and everything.
Bangalore was the last one to be held. The date clashed with my second semester exams of FMS and it must have taken like 10,000 calls to them to get it shifted. Finally, it was shifted to the evening slot of the same day with my exam in the morning and another exam the next morning and interview sandwiched in between The case study was the Scrablous one and the group was quite decent in discussing the stuff. I was last to be interviewed. It was HORRIBLE. It was so so so bad that they would have left a seat vacant in the college rather than taking me.
With interviews over, summer internship was something which was coming up. But, Supreme court had other plans. I was also a part of the waiting pain but had no window to vent out the frustration coz it was a secret I wanted to keep. Btw, my FMS classmates came to know about it somehow in January itself. I know who did it but have not done anything to that person  But I still have time to do it 
May 1 was about to dawn, I slept without much tension in life. Was woken at 7 a.m. by a friend’s call informing me about IIMB results being out. I checked and as expected, did not get through. I had to go the office and was on my way. Meanwhile, another friend called me and told me to check the WL of IIMB. He checked for me and no; I was not there  as expected though.
I reached office and realized that Wi-Fi was not working on my laptop (Murphy’s Law at its best). I went to IT guys and they needed “some” time to fix it. Just then, another person called me to tell me about IIMC results being out. I sat on the IT guys head and wanted my laptop back up and running. After 20-25 minutes of patience, laptop was handed back to me.
First thing I did was, checking the IIMC result. Opened the link, entered my details and my heart was beating fast as never before. And there it was. CONGRATULATIONS!!! Just could not believe. Tears of joy tricked down my eyes  I was IN..FINALLY IN!!!!
Got through L and K too but surprisingly A ditched me. But no issues…JOKA I AM COMING 
I want to clarify 2 things regarding which I have been receiving a lot of PMs.
1Is FMS not good? - People, it is an awesome college; I just took CAT for the heck of it and my stay in FMS had nothing to do with it. So, please don’t get me wrong here. Go ahead and join without battling an eyelid.
2.Justifying interview panel about leaving FMS and going to IIM – The answer was a very planned out one and was structured in a way so that no cross questioning was possible..thanks to ARKSS sir again 
Some of the quotes which I had heard over so many years are really true
1.Patience pays
2. Efforts never go waste
3. Samay se pehle aur kismet se zyada kuch nahin milta and the likes.
But my personal favourite is the one which my cousin said once she heard the result – “Finally, CAT ki aatma ko shanti mili” 
What is GMAT?
GMAT (Graduate Management Admission Test) is a standardized assessment—delivered in English—that helps business schools assess the qualifications of applicants for advanced study in business and management. The test scores are mostly used for the purpose of shortlisting candidates for:

1. MBA/PhD in Business Management or Masters in programs offered by Finance, Human Resources, Marketing etc by universities/schools abroad
2. Executive MBA Programs offered by certain B Schools in India. 

ELIGIBILITY

There are no eligibility criteria for taking the GMAT. The eligibility is determined as per the requirements of the B Schools. 

1. For applying to universities in the US and Canada one needs to have completed 16 years of education (10+2+4). However if one has more than 3 years of work experience some universities may waive the 16th year requirement.
2. For applying to universities/schools in the UK, Australia, Singapore, New Zealand etc, one needs to have 15 years of education (10+2+3). 

Additionally, most schools ask for a minimum of 2 years of full time work experience after graduation. 
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Which is the right time to take the GMAT? 

The timing of taking the GMAT needs to be determined based on the session (Spring/Fall) that one is applying for. International students are suggested that they apply for the Fall Session since the maximum intake is during the fall session. Given below is an activity chart that one may use to determine when one should take the GMAT:  

	Activity 
	Timeline

	  
	Spring (March ’10)
	Fall (September ‘10)*

	  
	Early
	No later than
	Early
	No later than

	Information Research
	Sep ‘08
	Dec ‘08
	Mar ‘09
	June ‘09

	GMAT/TOEFL/IELTS Preparations
	Sep ‘08
	Dec ‘08
	Mar ‘09
	June ‘09

	Appear for GMAT/TOEFL/IELTS
	Jan ‘09
	Apr ‘09
	Jul ‘09
	Oct ‘09

	Shortlist Universities
	Jan ‘09
	Apr ‘09
	Jul ‘09
	Oct ‘09

	Prepare Documents
	Nov ‘08
	May ‘09
	May ‘09
	Nov ‘09

	Send Applications (Deadlines)
	May ‘09
	Jul ‘09
	Nov ‘09
	Jan ‘10

	University sends admission confirmation
	Jul ‘09
	Nov ‘09
	Jan ‘10
	May ‘10

	Apply for Visa
	Dec ‘09
	Feb ‘10
	Jun ‘10
	Aug ‘10

	Prepare for departure
	Feb ‘10
	Aug ‘10

	Course commences
	Mar ‘10
	Sep ‘10


TEST STRUCTURE/SYLLABUS
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What does the GMAT test?

The GMAT measures basic verbal, mathematical, and analytical writing skills that you have developed over a long period of time in your education and work.
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What is the GMAT test structure? 

	Test Section
	Number of Questions
	Timing

	Analytical Writing Assessment (AWA)
	
	

	Analysis of Issue 
	1 topic
	30 minutes

	Analysis of Argument 
	1 topic
	30 minutes

	Optional Rest Break
	10 minutes

	Quantitative Section
	37 questions 
	75 minutes 

	Problem Solving
	
	

	Data Sufficiency 
	
	

	Optional Rest Break
	10 minutes 

	Verbal Section
	41 questions 
	75 minutes

	Reading Comprehension 
	
	

	Critical Reasoning 
	
	

	Sentence Correction 
	
	


TEST REGISTRATION PROCESS
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When is the GMAT conducted?

GMAT is conducted throughout the year excepting Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays. 
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How does one apply for the test?

There are 4 modes available through which one can register for GMAT. 
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Telephone
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Fax
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Postal Mail
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Online
Note: All test appointments are scheduled on first come first serve basis.

TELEPHONE 
You can register by phone only if you are using International Credit Card (VISA, MasterCard, and American Express) 

STEP 1: Call up Pearson - Noida at +91 0 120 4324628 between 9.00 a.m to 6.00 p.m. 
Asia Pacific
Telephone: +603 8318-9961, 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. AEST
In India: +91 (0) 120 439 7830, 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Indian Standard Time
Fax: +603 8319 1092

Note: Telephone lines are open Monday through Friday, except on public and national holidays.
You are required to call up at least 2 business days prior to your preferred test date. 

STEP 2: Mention the following:

a) Your choice date.
b) The city where you wish to take the test.
c) The Test Centre Code
d) Your Passport Number.
e) Your Credit Card Number. 

Note: In case you have applied for your passport, mention the same to the authorities.

STEP 3: A confirmation number, date and time of the test, and location of the test centre will be given to you immediately.

STEP 4: A confirmation Letter mentioning the date and time of the test and location of the test centre will be mailed to you. 
Note: If you do not receive a confirmation, call GMAT Customer Service, in your region at least seven business days prior to your first-choice test date. If you miss your appointment and did not call GMAT Customer Service, your test fee will not be refunded.

MAIL OR FAX
STEP 1: Fill up the GMAT Appointment Scheduling form located on Page 29 of the GMAT bulletin completely. (You can download the GMAT bulletin from www.mba.com)
Note: 
1) In case you have applied for your passport, mention the same in the form.
2) The Country Code of India is IND.

STEP 2: Make a Dollar Draft of the relevant amount from a Forex branch of any bank.

STEP 3: Mail the GMAT Appointment Scheduling Form in Bulletin to Pearsons along with a Dollar Draft, to the following address:
Pearson VUE
Attention: GMAT Program 
PO Box 581907
Minneapolis, MN 55458 –1907
USA

You can send your form either by Registered Post or Courier. 

In case you wish to Fax the form across, the fax number is +61 2 9901 3330 for the Asia Pacific region.

Note: The form must be sent at least 3 weeks prior to your first-choice test date. 

STEP 4: A confirmation letter mentioning your date and time of the test and location of the test centre will be either faxed or mailed to you.

Note: If you do not receive a confirmation, call GMAT Customer Service, in your region at least seven business days prior to your first-choice test date. If you miss your appointment and did not call GMAT Customer Service, your test fee will not be refunded.
Please keep in mind it can take up to eight (8) weeks for letters to reach the U.S. from some countries.

ONLINE 

You may check out the following link for registration of GMAT:

http://www.mba.com/mba/TaketheGMAT/RegisterfortheGMAT/GMATAppointments/ScheduleaGMATAppointment.htm
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What is the fee for taking the GMAT?

Test Fee: USD 250* (Includes fee for reporting scores to 5 universities)
Additional Score Report: USD 28* per university. 
Rescheduling Fee: USD 50 worldwide

	Top»


GMAT Vs CAT 
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What is the difference between CAT and GMAT?

The CAT and GMAT varies in the two aspects; the level of difficulty and types of questions. In case of Maths Section CAT is slightly tougher whereas the English Section of GMAT is tougher than CAT. 

Further, both the tests vary in terms of types of questions. For instance, the GMAT verbal section comprises only three types of questions viz. sentence correction, critical reasoning and reading comprehension, whereas CAT has variety of questions. Thus after clearing your fundamentals, you will need to concentrate on these specific types of questions for the GMAT. 

Lastly, CAT is a paper-based test and GMAT is a Computer Adaptive Test so the test taking strategy varies. For instance in CAT you can go back to a question, change your answers but in case of GMAT you cannot change your answers rather you cannot go back to a question once you have answered it. You have to answer the questions in the order they are presented. The screen will not display the next question till you answer a particular question. Thus one needs to get acquainted with the Computer Environment.
 B SCHOOLS 
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Which are the B Schools that one can apply for through the GMAT? 

There is a large pool of B Schools across the globe that one can apply with the GMAT scores. However, given the amount of investment in terms of time, money and effort, it would be important to stick to the reputed schools alone as only they will be able to provide you with the kind of returns you are looking for after the completion of the program. Providing below the country wise list of schools that you may look at:

	
	UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

	1
	Harvard Business School

	2
	University of Pennsylvania: Wharton

	3
	Northwestern University: Kellogg

	4
	Columbia Business School

	5
	Stanford University: GSB 

	6
	University of Chicago: GSB

	7
	Dartmouth College: Tuck

	8
	New York University: Stern

	9
	Yale School of Management

	10
	MIT: Sloan

	11
	UC Berkeley: Haas

	12
	University of Michigan: Ross

	13
	University of North Carolina: Kenan Flagler

	14
	Duke University: Fuqua

	15
	University of Virginia: Darden

	16
	Cornell University: Johnson

	17
	UCLA: Anderson

	18
	Emory University: Goizueta

	19
	University of Rochester: Simon*

	20
	University of Maryland: Smith

	21
	Vanderbilt University: Owen*

	22
	Carnegie Mellon: Tepper

	23
	Georgetown University: McDonough

	24
	University of Iowa: Tippie

	25
	University of South California: Marshall

	26
	University of Notre Dame: Mendoza*

	27
	Boston University School of Management*

	28
	Rice University: Jones

	29
	University of Illinois at Urbana - Champaign*

	30
	University of Minnesota: Carlson*

	
	UNITED KINGDOM

	31
	London Business School*

	32
	Ashridge 

	33
	University of Oxford: Said*

	34
	Lancaster University Management School*

	35
	University of Cambridge: Judge*

	36
	Manchester Business School*

	37
	Imperial College London: Tanaka*

	38
	Warwick Business School*

	39
	Cranfield School of Management*

	40
	City University: Cass*

	41
	Bradford School of Management / NIMBAS*

	42
	University of Durham Business School*

	43
	Birmingham Business School*

	44
	Edinburgh University Management School*

	45
	University of Bath: School of Management*

	46
	Middlesex University

	
	SINGAPORE

	47
	National University of Singapore

	48
	Nanyang Technological University*

	
	AUSTRALIA

	49
	Melbourne Business School

	50
	Australian Graduate School of Management

	51
	Macquarie Graduate School of Management

	52
	Monash University*

	53
	University of Western Australia: Graduate School of Management*

	54
	Bond University*

	55
	Queensland University of Technology: BGSB*

	56
	University of Technology Sydney: Graduate School of Business*

	SPAIN

	57
	IESE Business School

	58
	Institudo de Empresa

	59
	ESADE Business School

	CANADA

	60
	University of Toronto: Rotman

	61
	University of Western Ontario: Richard Ivey

	62
	McGill University

	63
	University of British Columbia: Sauder

	64
	Queens School of Business

	FRANCE

	88
	INSEAD

	89
	HEC Paris

	90
	ESCP - EAP

	ITALY

	91
	SDA Bocconi

	IRELAND

	92
	University College: Smurfit

	93
	Trinity College: Dublin

	BELGIUM

	94
	Solvay Business School

	PHILIPPINES

	95
	Asian Institute of Management 

	CHINA

	98
	CEIBS

	101
	Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business


About the choice between IIMs and an MBA here in the US - it would depend on several factors. 

1. Personal needs/desires - living in India or in the US (though some students from Indian institutes are now in the US, if that is an aim, it would be better to do an MBA here). 
2. Financial capabilities/limitations - there is very little funding for business studies since that is the cash cow for most univs. A few univs at the very top (I know of only Harvard, Wharton and Chicago) give loans to foreign students as well. But otherwise, loans are not available to foreign students from any sources in the US (you might get a loan from a bank in India, but it would cover less than 25% of the cost). 
3. Ambition vs. security needs - There is no doubt that the field is much wider and opportunities greater in the US, specially at a top school. On the other hand, security is very low. Foreign students have to be outstandingly better than local students to get an equivalent job. That is not to say that Indian students don't do well, they do. But it would mean a lot of effort and tension as well. Even the best students go through some tension. And the unlucky ones who do not make it are left nowhere. On the other hand, the IIMs offer very great security. A decent job is assured and if you put in effort and are lucky, you can even equal the achievements of people who have done MBAs from the best univs here. 
4. Time horizon - You have correctly identified that you need to work 2-3 years before even being able to apply here. The IIMs etc. accept a large number of students without work ex. The main disadvantage of the work-ex option is that it is very easy to get out of the academic bent of mind and then get stuck. Marrriage/girlfriend etc. sometimes comes as a barrier. It may also be harder to get back to taking exams, filling in application etc. Again, certainly possible - I came here after 3 years of work ex. But you need to be sure you can committ yourself to the required effort after 2-3 years. 

5. Ease - the MBA programs here are definitely much easier compared to the Indian programs. GMAT is easier, the admission process is easier (no GDs, nerve-wracking interviews, much less competition). The program itself is also much easier. I myself am not in the MBA program (am doing a PhD) but I have been a Teaching Assistant for several courses and of course keep meeting several MBA students. The courses are easier, the students are not as bright. They work very hard here, but at the good institutes in India, they work hard too. In sum, easier life here. Of course, a good life after that is only assured after an MBA from a top school. Otherwise, there are hundreds of schools here and foreign students there can have a tough time. Basically only the top 20 or so is worth it. That may be a bit harder. 

6. Competition from India - there is a trend in the last few years of MBAs from the best schools in India applying to the top schools here for a second MBA. Basically a means of getting to the US. Their applications are extremely strong. While there are no quotas in most schools, they would restrict people of a country to a certain level. Therefore, competition for Indians is pretty stiff. As for Engg. they have only heard of IITs here, of which there are hordes of applicants in B-Schools. I am not saying that not having an IIT degree makes it impossible to get it, but the rest of the application has to be extremely strong (GMAT>750, other factors). 
In sum, I don't think there are any set rules by which I can advise you one way or the other. You would have to make a decision keeping in mind these and other factors that may come to your mind. 
As for me, I am currently a PhD student in marketing. I am here for quite some time, since I have only completed one year and it typically takes 4-5 years to graduate (it is variable since it depends on when you complete your dissertation). After that, I intend to take up an academic position (Prof) in a University, probably in the US. 
All the best for whatever you decide to do. 
Sridhar Narayanan 
Graduate School of Business 
University of Chicago
I was a taken a little aback by the article on Gmat and CAT. I wouldn't want to critique any comment in that but would definitely like to differ on some of the views I have that are a bit removed from the author's.

Time Horizon: It's time that IIM starts assigning value to work-experience. What you finally get is a person not knowledgible enough to integrate the business ideas at workplace. so workex needs more stress than 'academic bent', for MBA is all about understanding value areas and making relationships - with your likes, the industry and of course with other ppl(networking). and these days it certainly is a 4 year plus as required by any top 10, esp for Indians who contribute a pretty big english speaking intellectual pool. GMAT is also pretty difficult - more analytical than the CAT. and you have interviews everywhere (the top schools) and they are damn gruelling. and there are so many factors to be considered - GMAT, GPA, Recommendations, Essays, Work-ex, etc... a variety of parameters that it becomes difficult to track your loose ends.. when I didn't get at wharton, the feedback that I received was that I lacked work ex...I had like a 98 percentile GMAT so it was certainly not my GMAT or any single fixed entity that determined my comfort level in getting into a school - the other parameters also contributed equally. At the same time, I certainly feel that IIMs are pretty tough too to get in but I am in no position to draw any conclusion as to which is 'more' difficult.

Ease - MBA programs are much more difficult in the US than those in India - that's what one of my classmates from IIM(A)(who has done his MBA at IIMA) says. today was my second day here and things have already started moving kinda fast. The mba programs are also much more effort-requiring than the MS programs in the US. And students are much brighter, for sure - they have to be brighter and much maturer - they have more work related analytical and decision making experience for sure and that is what matters to the industry. I amn't so sure about the PhD programs though. They are also very difficult to get in, I guess.
and the inside news - there are roundabout quotas not fixed but somewhat - most of the schools don't like more than 7-8 Indians (low strength schools like anderson, haas, darden, tuck, fuqua, stanford- typically a class of 300-350 students) to maybe 12-13 in greater strength schools(Harvard, wharton, Columbia, etc - class of 700-800 students). and the indian applicants can go upto 500-600 managerial-level or project-leader-level aspirants for the 5-6 seats and it's very difficult to say as to what in your application gets liked by the univ. It is for sure not the gmat or any one thing in particular. it's the totality of the candidacy.

This is in reference to the message posted by Shiladitya Niyogi a couple of days ago.

As for the views I have expressed, they are based on personal experience and may not fully represent reality. I did an MBA in India, at FMS, which had an easier life than some of the IIM (except IIMC). And while I am doing a PhD here in Chicago, I have been teaching assistants to several MBA level courses, and have several friends amongst the MBA students, some of whom have done their MBAs in India before.

Let me clarify what I mean by life being easier in the MBA programs here compared to the MBA programs in India and also about GMAT vs. CAT

1. I have taken both GMAT and CAT and have been through the experience of receiving calls both from IIMC/IIML/FMS as well as Universities here (though for a PhD). The ratio of acceptance to applications at Indian institutes and the institutes here are in different leagues altogether. For instance, about 1,00,000 students apply for the IIMs and 1000 make it. A top school here has a ratio of 10-20% for their MBA programs(see the Business week site for more accurate acceptance ratios). Secondly, the difficulty level of the tests themselves are very different. Anybody who has taken both these tests would vouch for the fact that the GMAT is easier than CAT.

2. People here are extremely competitive and hard working. In that sense, life may be harder here. However, in terms of difficulty level of the courses themselves, I believe they are much easier in the US. Firstly, a typical quarter has about three (and in rare cases four) courses in most US schools. Typically in the IIMs, students take about 4-6 courses in the trimester. Even in our supposedly relaxed FMS schedule, we have 8 courses per semester, which has further increased since I graduated. Secondly, because of the high diversity of students backgrounds here (as compared to India where 80-90% are engineers), the level of mathematics, analytical ability, critical thinking ability, and in general the academic level of the students in general is not of the same league as in the Indian institutes. Therefore, Professors make extra efforts to tone down the difficulty level of the courses, particularly in the first year. Believe me, I have taken tutorial sessions for the MBA students.

3. I would disagree with Niyogi in the difficulty level of MBA courses being more than the MS programs. I believe, at least in academic level, the MS and PhD courses are pretty tough. The reason for that is that students who come into these courses are not necessarily there for the career (and money) it gives them in future. Hence, in general, a greater proportion of students in MS programs are academically inclined and hence the average level of the class is higher. Professors are also not in a spoon-feeding mode (that they are for MBA courses) since these programs are not subject to the rankings process that the MBA programs are.

The main stress in the MBA programs here (at least for most Indian students I have met) is not in the academic level of the courses, but the extremely stressful job-search process.

Overall, I stand by the views that I expressed in my earlier email that is in the Nostalgia section (though I did not know it would be put up here).

I agree with Sridhar that most of the ppl here are non-engg... which actually makes things tougher for us who don't have much idea as to how to proceed with economics and finance as our core subjects. But I am sure that in the days to come, it wud broaden my narrow quant and analytical approach into more organizational horizons. Maybe a reason why IIM(A) is better than IIM(C).....for its techniques of course integration and teamworking stand quite ahead of the latter.
But , at the same time I disagree with Sridhar that Business schools are more spoon-feeding. I am sure that when u have difficulties and u go to a TA it doesn't mean spoon-feeding...after all nobody is supposed to be real good at everything...such comments look good from a 7 grader who always has a propensity to say "i never face problems as I am so smart" ...but otherwise I am sure each one of us had some weakness areas somewhere down our memory lanes. and also don't tell me that the Grad institutions for MS are least bothered about their rankings....lots of articles get written down on their ranks...that area still remains an unvisited one for me - so i don't have much stories to tell u

It has been extremely difficult to recuperate from the pressure of the second week. And I am here not to defend the US MBA style or to show that IIMs don't stand out that much. I just want to kind of cover as to what things are different and what are the strength areas of the American way and the desi ishtyle.
First of all, comparing a Top 10 American B school with a top 10 Indian is like comparing Daler mehandi(of my state - proud to be a bihari) with the backstreet boys...or maybe Shobha Mudgal with Madonna. And also acknowledge that IIMA was itself created with Harvard Business School's help .... Though the quality of students might be as good ... but the question as to whether they are 'better' seems not only dubious but highly ludicrous. I don't know why I have to spend my time to defend the american Top B schools. It might be that because we all (indians) suffer from an acute 'I-did-the-best' or 'I-am-doing-the-best' syndrome. And this makes the Indians not only so very difficult smart-ass people on campus but also a whole different ball game in the industry. We should try and be careful assessors of what other countries are upto and what different things they have to offer...how can we improve ourselves ...since improvement is a continuous process and no matter what height we reach perfection is still miles to go ..

I wouldn't believe as to what Business week has to say as Sridhar points out ...'coz that gives percentages of american citizens....and not internationals...the internationals form a different grouping altogether the results of which are never published ...coz all the magazines that publish the ranks are generally american and they write from the perspective of an american aspirant...as for the Indians - which is a highly qualified (even more than the americans in quite a few cases) the approximate ratio is 500-600 applicants of which 5-6 are chosen.
and for the MS being so difficult...I am totally in disagreement. let's ask people who have done both...since I haven't done an MS ...I am sure I won't be the best person to say so.

I am just attaching links to a few sites so as to give you an impression of how rankings are decided and which schools to choose if you ver plan to go ahead with an MBA:

Forbes:
http://www.forbes.com/legacy/forbes/2000/0207/6503100tab2_table.shtml 

FT
http://career.ft.com/ft/gx.cgi/ftc?pagename=View&c=Article&cid=FT3BJFXTFOC&live=true 

BW
http://www.businessweek.com/bschools/00/ 

USNews
http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/beyond/gradrank/mba/gdmbat1.htm 
entrepreneurship
http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/beyond/gradrank/gbmbasp6.htm 
strategy
http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/beyond/gradrank/gbmbasp2.htm 
Finance
http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/beyond/gradrank/gbmbasp3.htm 
