The law relating to registration of documents 


is contained in Registration Act 1908. (However, there are certain specific provisions applicable to companies as contained in Companies Act 1956). 

The object of the registration of a document is as under: 
-to give notice to the public at large that such a document has been executed. 
-to prevent fraud and forgery. 
-to ensure that every person who may like to deal with a property, the transaction in respect of which requires registration, has complete notice of all transactions affecting the title to the property: 

Following documents are to be compulsorily registered: 
-a mortgage deed 
-a written memorandum of deposit of title deeds for creating equitable mortgage 
-lease of immovable property where the period of lease is one year or more. 
-a sale deed in respect of a property 
-an assignment of some right, title or interest in a property made through a deed 

In respect of cases from (a) to (e) the charge is to be registered with the Registrar of Assurances under whose jurisdiction the property falls. 

Under section 32 of Registration Act only the executor or a person claiming under him or a representative or assignee of such person or a person holding power of attorney from such person, can present the documents for registration. 

Some important Sections of Indian Registration Act 1908 are: 
-Sec 18 enumerates the documents which are optionally registerable. 
-Sec 23 states that all documents which are required to be registered should be presented at the office of Registrar or Sub-registration within 4 months from date of execution. 
-Section 25 stipulates that if the document is not presented for registration within 4 months, it can be presented for registration requesting for condonation of delay and payment of fine not exceeding 10 times the prescribed fee. 
-Sec 32 states that only the executor or his authorised person can present the documents for registration. 
-As per Sec 49, the non-registered documents, otherwise requiring registration, cannot be admitted as an evidence. 
-As per Sec 50, the registered documents prevail over an unregistered documents where registration is compulsory.
