Tick Your Pick

1. Which type of ancient script did the Harappans use?

a) Hieroglyphic b) Liner c)* Pictographic  d) symbolic

The Harappans used a unique PICTOGRAPHIC script with 250 to 400 characters. It has hardly any resemblance to any other contemporary ancient script, like the SUMERIAN. Pictorial depictions of bulls, buffaloes, goats , tigers and elephants on squares of steatite
 ( a soft stone),are assumed by historians to mark ownership of property , but the script remains un- deciphered since its use 3000 years ago.
2.In  Hindu myth, which God is believed to have devoured his parents at birth?
a) Vishnu b) Shiva c)* Agni d) Vayu

Agni, the Fire god, is said to have devoured his parents with the fierce flames surrounding him at birth. He is held to be the mediator between men and gods, protector of hearth and the ultimate witness to all actions, because of the purity associated with fire. Hence he is ceremonially smoked at all important occasions like births, marriages and deaths.
3. Which ancient city was the home of the scholar sages Kaplia,Gargi and Maitreyi ?
a)* Mithila b) Vidisha c) Ujjaini d) Pataliputra

Mithila was the capital of ancient Videha (north Bihar), the land between the Kosi and Gandaki rivers, home of Kapila,Gargi and Maitri.( Mithila ‘s best remembered King is Janaka, father of sita.

4. A hereditary ‘patron-client’ relationship has existed in India for centuries between upper classes and entire artisan’ communities. What general term defines this relationship?
a)Bandhan b) Yajman c)* jajmani d) farzdari

The jajmani , system is an unequal economic ‘patron-client’ relationship between upper class castes and service artisan castes like carpenters, blacksmiths, barbers and washer man. They were paid annually for their services in grain at harvest. On special occasions they performed extra services for which they were paid separately by their patron or Hakim. Such relationships were found all over India and are called jajmani in north ( now the general name),bara balute in Maharastra,Mirasi in Madras, and Adade in Karnataka.
5. Bharata Natyam,Kuchipudi and Mohiniattam follow a principle of the Natya Sharstra where one dancer impersonates several characters .What is this called?
a) Sanchari Bhava  b)* Ekaharya c) Sringara Rasa d) Bahuroopa 

Ekaharya is a form of ‘mono acting’ where one character portrays several figures in course of a song. Dancers achieve this by appropriate variations of facial expressions, gaits and mudras and indicate the shift in characters by stepping or whirling to one side of the performing area before continuing the performance.

6. Two of Ashoka’s lion pillars built in the 3rd century BC stand perfectly preserved even today at their original location.One is at Lauriya Nanadangarh. Where is the other?

a) Sarnath b)* Kothua c) Aurangabad d) Nalanda 

Kothua( Bakhar) in Champaran district,Bihar,is the original site of an imposing Ashoka pillar, a symbol of Mauryan authority that remains perfectly preserved. Made of grey chunar sandstone. It has a smooth upward tapering shaft crowned with the lion capital.
7. Which ancient Indian Mathematical work deals with geometry and ,in particular, the construction of altras.?

a) Griha Sutras b)* Sulva Sutras  c) Parva Sutra d) Kalpa sutra

Sulva sutra, author unknown, is geometrical treatises from the Vedic period that specially detail the construction of altras. These sutras are still followed on religious occasions.
8.Which part of modern India is referred to as gerek or hill in the puranas.?

a) Himachal Pradesh b) Utter Pradesh c) *Kashmir d) Assam

Kasmir was called gerek of ‘hill’ in the Purans. Tradition has it that the Kashmir valley was covered by a vast lake called Satisar in pre-historic times. The saga Kashyapa drained it; hence the valley was called kashyapmar.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
What does ‘Sanskrit’ literally means?

Sanskrit, which was the language of scriptures and courts, literally means perfected or refined as opposed to Prakrit , the colloquial form of Sanskrit, which means imperfect or undefined. The term Sanskrit came into use at the time of panini;s grammatical work, the Ashtadhyayi at the end of the 4th century BC. To define the pure form of language. 

2. According to believers, which avater or incarnation of the Buddha is supposed to come to earth to free mankind,4000 years after his death.?
Maitreya, who is worshipped by both Hinayana and Mahayana Buddhists as the avatar of the Buddha, is expected to come to earth 4000 years after the Buddha’s parinirvana(death) to free mankind. Images of Maitreya have been traced back to the Gandhara School of art in the 1st century.

3. Which Shaivite sect of Sadhus takes it name from the use of human skulls in rituals?

The Kapalika sect of Shaivite sadhus are so called because its members carry skulls filled with human ashes as part of their ritual paraphernalia. They also sport matted hair and wear bracelets of rudraksha beads.

4. Where in India have fossils of hominids been discovered ,that Anthropologists have named Ramapithecus,Sugrivapithecus and Shivapithecus?

In the Shivaliks foothills of the Himaliyas,fossil of hominids dating back at least 14,000,000 years were discovered, which were named after figures from Hindu mythology. They appeared long before the precursors of homo sapiens .Traces of Ramapithecus have been found in Africa as well , but not in Europe where the climate war apparently too cold to support this early form of life.
5.which melodic scheme is believed to be the precursor of  the raga?

The Jati is considered the melodic precursor of the raga. It had 10 characteristic and was described in Matanga’s Brihaddeshi (between the 6th and 9th centuries) , where a raga, too, was clearly defined for the first time.

6.By which precise ritual does a sculpture of a Hindu deity become ready for worship?
