A Power of Attorney (POA) is the authority or power given to a person by another individual, to act on the said individual’s behalf or on the behalf of a group of individuals.
A special attorney is used for a single specific purpose, while the general Power of Attorney involves more than a single transaction or work. A special POA can be given to an individual for a court case, for appointing an attorney in place of another, for collection of debts etc. A general POA is given for selling share to execute a sale deed, to sell plots, to recover rents or to raise money through mortgage of a property.
Ordinarily, a POA does not require registration. However, it is advisable to register a general POA while registering an immovable property, in order to give the property clearer title. In addition, according to the Registration Act if POA gives an individual the power to present documents for registration, then it’s should be executed and authenticated by the registrar/sub-registrar.
In the case of a special POA the duration period may specify a particular period or it may be for an indefinite period, until the transaction specified has been completed. On the other hand, a registered general POA may stay in force until it has been revoked by a cancellation deed or by death of either party.
Most POAs are revocable and if the document is not registered, but authenticated by the registrar, it may be revocable by an application on paper, without any court fees.
