[bookmark: _GoBack]
IMPORTER – EXPORTER CODE [IEC] NUMBER:-
           
INTODUCTION:-

          Under section 7 of the Foreign Trade (Development and Regulation) Act, 1992 the business firm can enter into the business of exports-imports only if it has been allotted Importer-Exporter code number by the competent licensing authority. The chief licensing authority of India is the office of the director general of foreign trade (DGFT) under the ministry of commerce, government of India with its headquarters located at Udyog bhavan, New Delhi.
                      
                    The regional offices of the DGFT (known as regional licensing authority) are located at different parts of India. The details of the regional offices are given in appendix to the handbook of licensing authority i.e. the competent authority, having territorial jurisdiction over the firm for allotment of the importer-exporter code number. In case, a business firm has head office and branch offices, the application is to be filed by the head office only and the code number allotted to the head office is valid for the branch offices as well.

CHARACTERISTIC FEAUTURES OF IMPORTER – EXPORTER CODE NUMBER ARE AS FOLLOWS:-

The IEC number is a pre-condition for exports from and imports into India.
It represents registration of the business firm with the trade control authority i.e.  DGFT.
There is no period of expiry of the IEC number. It remains valid till it is cancelled/ suspended by the regional licencing authority.
The registration does not entail any export obligation to be fulfilled by the IEC number holder.
The IEC Number holder has to report to the regional licensing authority with in a period of 60 days any modification involving the change of its name, address and constitution. The modification in the constitution would include change from sole proprietorship to partnership, change in the composition of partners, change of partnership in to a private limited company and from a private limited company to a public limited company.
The IEC number allotted to the head office of a firm/company is applicable to its branch offices also.
HOW TO APPLY FOR THE ALLOTMENT OF IEC NUMBER:-
       
            A business firm should submit the following documents to the regional licensing authority having jurisdiction over the firm for the allotment of Importer-Exporter code number.
An application must be made in the Aayaat Niryaat Form 2A (ANF 2A) format to the Regional Authority of the (Directorate General of Foreign Trade) in the regional office of the DGFT where registered office of the company /pace of business is situated in duplicate.
Bank draft for an amount of Rs.250 drawn in favour of Regional licensing authority towards the payment of fee for the allotment of IEC number. 
Certificate from the banker of the applicant in the format given in 
  Appendix 18A.
Part D in respect to Declaration/undertaking has to be filled in and signed by the applicant has to be submitted along with the application.
 Profile for Exporter/Importer in the form ANF 1.
Three passport size photographs of the applicant. (Two of them to be duly attested by the banker of the applicant and affixed on the application form).

Prescribed declaration on the firm’s/company letterhead stating that:
 
                  I/We hereby declare that there is no non-resident interest in my/our firm/company.
                 I/We further declare that the proprietor/partner/director of my firm/company is/are not associated as proprietor/partner/director with any other firm/company which has been caution listed by the Reserve Bank of India.
                  I/We further declare that the proprietor/partner/director of my firm/company is /are not associated as proprietor/partner/director with any other firm/company which has come to the adverse notice of the DGFT.
In detail list of documents required for firm/company for getting IEC number.
Copy of the letter indicating the allotment of the Permanent Account Number of the income-tax.
Authority letter from the partners of the firm authorizing a partner to sign the application for allotment of IEC number in case the applicant is a partnership firm.
Resolution of the Board of directors authorizing one of the directors to sign the application for allotment of the IEC number in case applicant is a partnership firm.
Resolution of the Board of directors authorizing one of the director to sign the application for allotment of IEC number in case of a private limited or public limited company.

         The Regional Licensing authority shall examine the application and if it is satisfied it would allot the IEC number to the applicant.

             
 EXEMPTION FROM IMPORTER-EXPORTER CODE NUMBER:-
                      The following categories of importers or exporters are exempted from obtaining Importer-Exporter code [IEC] number.
Importers covered by clause 3(1) with the exception of those covered by the sub-clause (e) and (I).
Exporters covered by clause 3(2) with the exception of those covered by the sub-clause (I) and (K) of the foreign trade (Exemption from application of rules in certain cases) order, 1993.
Ministries/Departments of the central or a state government.
Persons importing /exporting goods for their personal use not connected with trade or manufacture or agriculture. 
Persons importing/ Exporting goods from /to Nepal provided the CIF value of a signal consignment does not exceed Indian Rs.25000/-.
Persons importing/exporting goods from/to Myanmar through Indo-Myanmar border areas provided the CIF value of a single consignment does not exceed Indian Rs.25000/-.
                  
                       If DGFT satisfied with all of the documents submitted normally it will takes two working days to get IEC number.
IEC NUMBER IS LOST OR MISPLACED:-
                       Where an IEC number is lost or misplaced , issuing authority may consider requests for grant of a duplicate copy of IEC number , if accompanied by following documents:
  Request letter on letterhead for issue of Duplicate IEC number.
Application form as per Appendix 2 and 3 in duplicate.
Copy of IEC or IEC number.
Copy of FIR.
Affadavit on Rs.20/- stamp paper duly notorised.
Challan or DD of Rs.200 in favour of jt.D.G.F.T.
Self Addressed envelope affixed Rs.25/- postal stamp

CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD ABOVE FORMATS/ANF FORMS/OTHERS
Thanks Regards,
Your Ganesh babu.

