Prohibitions on Imports and Export
Collecting revenue for Central Government by was of Customs duty is, of course, a major purpose of Customs Act. However, another major purpose is to prohibit or restrict illegal imports and exports. Section 11 of the Customs Act, 1962, empowers Central Government to prohibit the import or export of goods of any specified description. Such prohibition may be absolute or conditional. The conditions for prohibitions may be required to be fulfilled before or after clearance. (e.g. there may be condition that after imports, goods should be used only for production purposes and not for trading). Such prohibition can be made by issuing a notification. 
Various notifications have been issued by Government of India from time to time, the earliest one being of 1898. Some items prohibited are (a) labels impressed with designs of currency notes (b) dummy pistols (c) explosives (d) dead or alive animals and birds (e) narcotic drugs (f) monkeys from yellow fever areas (g) arms and ammunition (h) Counterfeit currency notes etc. Various offensive books and periodicals have been banned for import. Similarly, exports of some items is restricted and is subject to permission from prescribed authority e.g. quartz, obscene books, monkeys, jewellery etc. Some items are not allowed to be exported unless they are graded by appropriate authorities e.g. wool, goat hair, tea, fruit products, black pepper, chilies, vegetable oils, tendu leaves, ginger, turmeric, onions, garlic, potatoes etc. 
Prohibitions under other Acts - Besides prohibitions placed under Customs Act itself, other Acts also place prohibitions on export/imports and provisions of Customs Act are used to enforce or implement these prohibitions. Some of these Acts are as follows :
Foreign Trade (Development and Regulation) Act, 1992 - This Act has replaced Import and Export (Control) Act, 1947. Section 3(3) of the Act specify that any order by Government under the Act restricting the imports and exports of any goods shall be deemed to be in respect of goods import or export of which is restricted or prohibited under section 11 of Customs Act and all provisions of Customs Act shall apply if the order is violated. Customs authorities are authorised to implement the prohibitions. In fact, Import restrictions are always scrutinised by customs officers before import is allowed by Customs. Similarly, export is permitted only if it confirms to Export (Control) Order. (It may be noted that the import/export policy is looked after by Commerce Ministry while Customs and Central Excise are under Finance Ministry).
Ancient monuments and antiques - Ancient Monument Prevention Act authorises Central Government to prohibit or restrict removal of any antiquities. Antiques and Art Treasures Act also authorises Central Government to restrict exports of art treasures and antiquities. Export of the antiquities and art treasures prohibited under order issued under these Acts is deemed to have been prohibited under section 11 of Customs Act. - - As per Ancient Monument Prevention Act, an antique includes any coin, sculpture, manuscript, epigraph or other work of arts or craftsmanship. It should be in existence for at least 100 years. 
Arms Act - Arms and ammunition cannot be imported or exported without a licence.
Narcotics, Psychotropic Substances Act - Narcotics like Gard, opium etc. are becoming a big danger to new generation. The Act authorises Customs and Excise officers to search, seize, recover and confiscate any narcotic, psychotropic substance or its derivatives.
Coffee Act - The Act imposes Customs Duty on export of Coffee. Coffee can be exported only with authorisation from Coffee Board.
Coir Industry Act - Coir fibre, coir yarn or coir products can be exported only under licence from Coir Board.
Tea Act - Tea can be exported only against a licence from Tea Board.
Thus, Customs Act and administrative machinery developed under the Act is used for multifarious activities and collection of revenue is only one of the activities, though major one.
