
Document Frauds – Can you spot 
the disconnect ? !

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Hi ,
This is the first in the series on HOW to spot Disconnects in 

documents

We shall be covering the following documents :

6. Bank statement
7. Form 16
8. ITR
9. Salary Slip
10. Voter ID card
11. Driving License
12. PAN card
13. Ration card
14. Passport
15. Electricity Bill

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Bank Statements – Red Flags 

2. Transactions should be within the period for which the statement has been printed
        Any transaction BEFORE or AFTER that date shows Fudged Banking !!

5. Transactions should not be present on Bank Holidays . Dates to watch are : 29th Feb (in 
non – leap years); 26th Jan, 15 Aug, 2nd Oct; Holi, Diwali, 31 Dec, Christmas, Id-ul-Fitar

7. Transactions should be in ASCENDING order of dates

9. The Interest paid by the bank is always Credited periodically (3 months generally Dec 
end/Jan, April beginning, June end/ July, Sep end/  Oct Or 2wice a year –Jun end / July + 
Dec end / Jan

11.  Cheque no. should not be in series generally (until he is using cheques only to pay a 
monthly loan)

13. In any loan repayment appears in the Bank statement, then check the dates of clearance. It 
would be similar over the months (only exceptions could be when  bank holidays come in 
between)

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



2. The newly opened account can be determined if the first balance in the statement is Zero

4. Check the totals. Incase of Addition mistakes , the statement is fudged

6. Most Govt banks use a Dot Matrix printer. ICICI uses a Laser printer. 

8. Any discrepancy in the Font in the body of the statement and the heading (name of 
customer, account no etc) means that statement is fudged

10. In Govt banks , the passbook is issued and you can check the cover page for customer 
details

12. Minimum balance charges need to be Debited from the account

Bank Statements – continued

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Hi ,

After going thru the slides on the Red flags or danger signals to watch out 
for in a Bank statement, I expect you would be able to spot the 
disconnects in the given two bank statements ….

 

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Can you spot the disconnect??

Cheque nos in series 
(not being used for 
loan repayment)

No 29th Feb in ’03 !!



Can you spot the disconnect??

No interest deposit in 6 months!

The format of Clearing differs (‘To’  missed out in one entry)

Font size for numbers is less than that used for the letters

Format for writing the date differs (month is 09 and 9 respectively 
in the 2 entries)

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Hi ,
This is the second in the series on HOW to spot Disconnects in 

documents

We shall be covering the following documents :

6. Bank statement
7. Form 16
8. ITR
9. Salary Slip
10. Voter ID card
11. Driving License
12. PAN card
13. Ration card
14. Passport
15. Electricity Bill

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Form 16

2. The name and the designation of the employee is mentioned in the top part of the Form

4. Income of the particular financial year is taxed in the next year called the Assessment year 
(= 1+ financial year). The Previous year = Financial year is mentioned on the Form

6. The TAN no. is compulsory for those companies which deduct tax at source for their 
employees (hence, it is a must in the Form 16 if tax deductions are shown)

8. Tan no is an 8 digit no. The 1st Alphabet denotes the first letter of the Company’s name 
followed by nest 4/5 numeric digits and the an alphabet which denotes the type of income, 
in a bracket( (S) = Salaried; (I) = Interest) etc

10. Full Name and designation of the person responsible for deduction of tax (Accountant / 
CFO / Issuing Authority – Finance dept) is seen at the end of the Form (page 2)

12. No over writing / cutting / whitener is allowed on a Form 16

14. The company’s stamp is present on the top part of the Form 16 (1st page) above Tan no

16. Addition / subtractions need to be ok

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Hi ,

After going thru the slide on the Red flags or danger signals to watch out 
for in a Form 16 yesterday, I expect you would be able to spot the 
disconnects in the given document ….

 

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



This is the top part of a Form 16
 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   

Name of Employee mentioned 
instead of employer Name (stamp) of Employer 

mentioned instead of employee

No TAN no. Mentioned 



1. The TAN no. has more 
than 8 digits

2. The Fist Character is an 
Alphabet BUT IT IS NOT 
FOLLOWED BY A 
NUMERIC!

The Gross Salary figure is 
fudged (not clear at all) because 
of the over writing

Top Half of first page

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   

No TAN no. … (TAN no. is there for Govt enterprises too



Hi ,
This is the third in the series on HOW to spot Disconnects in 

documents

We shall be covering the following documents :

6. Bank statement
7. Form 16
8. ITR
9. Salary Slip
10. Voter ID card
11. Driving License
12. PAN card
13. Ration card
14. Passport
15. Electricity Bill

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



ITR

2. PAN no. should be verified with the PAN card AND the Form 16 – to establish 
that all these belong to the same person

4. No cutting/ whitener is permitted especially in the top part of the ITR (where 
name details etc are entered)

Three things are a must in any ITR
@ Date of filing the return 
@ Ward / Circle / Range no.
@ serial no / receipt no (not handwritten )

11. Assessment year = Previous/ Financial year + 1

13. Date CANNOT be a Saturday / Sunday / Govt. holiday (ALL gazetted holidays – 
this list is available on the net / from any Govt. institution )

15. If the handwriting in the top part (customer details ) is different from the 
handwriting in the rest of the ITR, there is a possibility of Fraud

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



2. If on the Original ITR, the Stamp is of Red Ink , it shows that the applicant 
does not have a PAN card. If the Stamp is blue, it shows that the applicant will 
have a PAN card (this needs to be co-related with the presence of a PAN no./ 
Pan card as address / ID proof)

4. ITRs for more than 1 lakh is generally filed in a circle. Less than 1 lakh ITR is 
filed in a Ward (every location has some exclusive ward / circles for salaried / 
sel emp . Local newspapers carry this information . Local teams are requested 
to pay attention to this for clues) 

6. Simple addition and subtractions should be correct

8. There should be some rebate / deductions in the ITR

10. PAN no. is necessary from Financial year 2002 -03

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   

ITR   continued



One of the good sites for calculating tax for the Assessment years 200-2001 to 
2004-2005 is

http://www.legalpundits.com/incometax/index.asp

For this year only you can use the following link

http://tax.indiainfo.com/taxcalculator/calculator.html   for a brief calculator

http://www.indiainfoline.com/pefi/itax/ecal.html for a detailed calculator

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Hi ,

After going thru the slide on the Red flags or danger signals to watch out 
for in an ITR, I expect you would be able to spot the disconnects in 
the given document ….

 

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Middle part of ITR The date has been fudged 

if the receipt no is stamped , the date is written by hand in the 
Designated column at the bottom of the page 



Figures have been written by hand in 
the margin (out of column)

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Date at the wrong place 

No stamp at all!!



Hi ,
This is the fourth in the series on HOW to spot Disconnects in 

documents

We shall be covering the following documents :

6. Bank statement
7. Form 16
8. ITR
9. Voter ID card
10. Salary Slip
11. Driving License
12. PAN card
13. Ration card
14. Passport
15. Electricity Bill

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Voter ID card

2. The photograph on the voter ID card should be computerized and should not 
match with the photos of app form / other docs

4. From Cards Issued from 2000 onwards , the serial no (top right ) appears on 
BOTH sides of the card . Hence, for a given copy, both the serial no.s should 
match

6. Date in the field ‘ Age as on ‘ (front page)  will ALWAYS be LESS than Date of 
issue (2nd page) (THE DIFFERENCE WILL NEVER EXCEED ONE AND A HALF 
YEARS)

8. The font should match on the Front and the second page. The two commonly 
used fonts are Ariel and Times New Roman (size 8 / 10)

10. The signature of the issuing authority on the back / second side is stamped (not 
done by pen)

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Voter ID card continued ..

2. The Photo is 3cm (l)*2.3cm (B)

4. All headings / Fields are in English + Hindi (regional language)

6. http://www.eci.gov.in/electoralrolls/electoralrolls_fs.htm is the website you 
can use to cross check a voter ID card

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Hi ,

After going thru the slide on the Red flags or danger signals to watch out 
for in a Voter ID card, I expect you would be able to spot the 
disconnects in the given document ….

 

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Should be Father’s name only !!

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



The Voter id no. differs on the front 
and the back of the card!!
Thus, the address does not belong to 
the applicant 

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



It should be Left aligned – just like 
the others 

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Hi ,
This is the fifth in the series on HOW to spot Disconnects in 

documents

We shall be covering the following documents :

6. Bank statement
7. Form 16
8. ITR
9. Voter ID card
10. Salary Slip
11. Driving License
12. PAN card
13. Ration card
14. Passport
15. Electricity Bill

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Salary Slip
1. The employee code should be present on the salary slip of Cat A and B 

organizations/ Govt organisations

3. In the Salary account (bank a/c) the figures every month should match Salary slip 
(you can see if the Bank details are mentioned in the Sal slip)

5. Stamp of the company / signature of the accountant should be present

7. No whitener should be applied on the slip / no cutting is permitted

9. In some Govt organizations like DTC/ Railways/ Airlines/Scientific research 
organizations the father’s name is mentioned on the slip

11. PF deductions, if mentioned, is in the range of 8.33% to 12 % . (it is calculated on the 
Basic salary + DA)

13. Basic salary is always mentioned in the Slip.

15. Any loans taken from the organization is also mentioned (deduction of repayment)

17. Every employee (including casual and temporary employees), whether employed 
directly or through a contractor, who is in receipt of wages upto Rs. 6,500 p.m. is 
entitled to be insured under the E.S.I. Act. 

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Hi ,

After going thru the slide on the Red flags or danger signals to watch out 
for in an Salary slip, I expect you would be able to spot the 
disconnects in the given document ….

 

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



The credit person got suspicious :

3. All days have a Rupee format
4. No TDS 
5. ESI = 0 (If Pf is deducted , ESI should be deducted too)
6. Format of writing the salary is not in line  

1

2

3

4

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Points of disconnect :
2. PPF = 8% of salary when it should be between 8.33% and 12 %)
3. No TDS 

1

2

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Hi ,
This is the sixth in the series on HOW to spot Disconnects in 

documents

We shall be covering the following documents :

6. Bank statement
7. Form 16
8. ITR
9. Voter ID card
10. Salary Slip
11. Driving License
12. PAN card
13. Ration card
14. Passport
15. Electricity Bill

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Driving License 

2. The serial no mentioned on the top of the driving license contains a location specific 
alphabet (P for Delhi) followed by 8 numbers (the date which is always LESS than or 
EQUAL to date of issue)

4. Photograph is  2.5 cm* 2.5cm .

6. Nowadays in all driving licenses the photograph is computerized.

8. At the top right side there is a alphabet mentioned which can be:-
        N-Stands for New Driving Licence
        R-Stands for Renewal of the Licence
        D-Stands for the duplicate of the driving licence.

13. A Commercial DL is for 1 year

15. A Personal DL is for years that are multiples of 5 (Eg. From 11.1.2000 to 10. 1.2009) --- 
((if applicant’s age <=25yrs, then DL is for 20 yrs; if between 26- 35 yrs the DL is for 10 yrs; 
>=36 years then DL for 5 yrs (Note :- this needs to be used with point 4)

17. In a computerized DL card The signature of holder is below the photo and is a scanned 
signature

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Hi ,

After going thru the slide on the Red flags or danger signals to watch out 
for in a Driving license , I expect you would be able to spot the 
disconnects in the given document ….

 

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



The lines would have been 
perforated if the customer had 
not drawn the lines under the 
Entries!! 

Book license - Jaipur

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



The stamp has been made 
with a compass !!

Stamps are a very likely indicator of fraud . Now with computerisation, the 
photo is scanned 

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Hi ,
This is the seventh in the series on HOW to spot Disconnects in 

documents

We shall be covering the following documents :

6. Bank statement
7. Form 16
8. ITR
9. Voter ID card
10. Salary Slip
11. Driving License
12. PAN card
13. Ration card
14. Passport
15. Electricity Bill

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



PAN card

2. It consists of a 10 digit no . 5 Alphabets , 4 numbers , 1 alphabet (last digit). The 5th 
Alphabet / digit is the first letter of the applicant’s surname

4. Father's name is a mandatory field

6. DOB + signature of the applicant (scanned) along with a scanned photograph is 
present

8. Bottom right – there is the scanned signature of the issuing Authority with the name 
. Issuing Authority is the Commissioner of Income Tax

10. Top Right – The scanned Ahoka chakra logo (with the lions) is present

12. Size of the photo = 3.2cm (l) *2.5 cm (b)

14. All headings / fields are mentioned in both English and Hindi (regional language)

16. The signature of holder is below the photo and is a scanned signature

18. For a HUF the name and photo of the Karta is present but instead of DOB its Date of 
incorporation is given

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Hi ,

After going thru the slide on the Red flags or danger signals to watch out 
for in a PAN card , I expect you would be able to spot the disconnects 
in the given document ….

 

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



The Fifth character in the PAN no is not equal to the First letter of the 
title (K<>S)



Hi ,
This is the eighth in the series on HOW to spot Disconnects in 

documents

We shall be covering the following documents :

6. Bank statement
7. Form 16
8. ITR
9. Voter ID card
10. Salary Slip
11. Driving License
12. PAN card
13. Ration card
14. Passport
15. Electricity Bill

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Ration Card  (to be avoided)

2. Page 1(left) contains the Name of owner + Photo of Owner + Father’s name + Date of 
issue + Resi address. 

4. The stamp of the Food and Supply Corporation is near the address (on Page 1)

6. Page 2 (right) contains the name and relation of the dependants along with their age as 
on date of issue.

8. Page 2 also contains the stamp of the Food and Supply corporation incase of any 
Address change (thus, if no such stamp is present then any change in address is invalid)

10. The reason why Ration card is not preferred is that at the time of issue, the government 
does not do any check of validity of residence address

12. The headings/ fields are in Hindi / Regional language

14. The lines for filling up information are perforated .

16. Any cuttings / whitening should be verified with the original copy

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Hi ,

After going thru the slide on the Red flags or danger signals to watch out 
for in a Ration card , I expect you would be able to spot the 
disconnects in the given document ….

 

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



The house no 510 has been converted to 
512 (0 converted to 2)

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Address has been changed !! – it clearly looks tampered. If there 
was and address change there would be a stamp of the Food and 
Supply ministry on the 2nd page

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



The different house no. has been 
written on a piece of paper and stuck 
on the ration card. 
The dotted lines are not visible 
beneath the house no.

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Hi ,
This is the ninth in the series on HOW to spot Disconnects in 

documents

We shall be covering the following documents :

6. Bank statement
7. Form 16
8. ITR
9. Voter ID card
10. Salary Slip
11. Driving License
12. PAN card
13. Ration card
14. Passport
15. Electricity Bill

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Passport

2. The serial no present on the first page should match the serial nos on the other pages 
of the passport (this is a must)

4. The headings / fields are in English + Hindi / Regional language

6. The information is filled in English

8. In the computerized Passports (issued in the last 2 years) there is a 28 digit code in 
the last line . 

• The first 8 digits are the serial no (top right).
•  Digits 11, 12,13 are IND(country).
• 14 – 19 connotes the DOB of the holder in reverse. 
• 21 is the sex.
• 22-27 is the date of expiry in reverse

10. In the second last row, you have 1st digit is the type (mentioned in the TYPE field) the 
3rd – 5 is IND (country name) followed by the surname and then the first name

12. Duration of the passport is 10 years . Between 1995-98 there had been a provision to 
issue passports for 1 year durations

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Hi ,

After going thru the slide on the Red flags or danger signals to watch out 
for in a Passport , I expect you would be able to spot the disconnects 
in the given document ….

 

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   

Serial no. on top of passport is missing

This number should match the nos on all other 
pages in a correct passport



Hi ,
This is the tenth in the series on HOW to spot Disconnects in 

documents

We shall be covering the following documents :

6. Bank statement
7. Form 16
8. ITR
9. Voter ID card
10. Salary Slip
11. Driving License
12. PAN card
13. Ration card
14. Passport
15. Electricity Bill

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Electricity Bill

Each location has a different service provider and the format of the bill may differ 
marginally.

3. The bill will contain the 
• Name of customer (the owner)
• Address
• Period for which the statement pertains
• Units used
• Cost per unit
• Arrears outstanding if any
• Date of submission (without late fees)
• Amount to be submitted after the due date (with late fees)

13. The things to watch out for are 
• Arrears (after the 2 months of arrears the connection is cut in Delhi – this time 

period would be mentioned on the bill)
•  reconnection charges

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Hi ,

After going thru the slide on the Red flags or danger signals to watch out 
for in an Electricity bill , I expect you would be able to spot the 
disconnects in the given document ….

 

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



The whitener has been used – patches are visible , the print is different from the rest

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Arrears present .. Doubt on the intention and ability 
of the customer

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   



Thank you !!

 Fraud is a MENACE …we can control it with a little bit of effort and awareness – so, lets FIGHT Fraud !!   


