


	word
	Transalation

	 

	A

	ab intra
	from within

	ab extra
	from beyond

	ab hinc
	from here on

	ad hoc
	to this

	ad rem
	to the matter

	ad valorem
	according to value

	adsum
	I am here

	Affiant
	The person who makes and signs an affidavit

	Affirm
	To ratify, make firm, confirm, establish, reassert

	Alleged
	Claimed; asserted; charged.

	Amend
	To change.

	alias
	at another time, otherwise

	alibi
	elsewhere

	ante mortem
	before death

	aqua
	water

	B

	bis in die
	twice in a day

	bona fide
	in good faith

	bona officia
	good services

	Breach
	The breaking or violating of a law, right, or duty, either by commission or omission.

	bona patria
	goods of a country

	C

	cave
	beware!

	Codicil 
	An amendment to a will. Wills are handled by the circuit courts.

	Convict 
	To find a person guilty of a criminal charge.

	caveat emptor
	let the buyer beware

	caveat venditor
	let the seller beware

	cave canem
	Beware of the dog

	C.V. or CV
	course life

	circa
	around

	confer
	compare

	consensu
	with consent

	culpa
	fault
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de facto

by deed

de futuro regarding the future

Decree

An order of the court in an equity matter. Decrees 

are issued by circuit courts

Demurrer

A motion to dismiss a case because the claim is 

legally insufficient.

Detention The holding of a person in custody or confinement.

Disclaim To refuse or deny.

Dismissal

An order disposing of an action, suit, etc., without 

trial.

Disposition

Determination of the final arrangement or 

settlement of a case following judgment.

Docket

A record of all cases and actions scheduled to be 

heard in court, whether or not the matter is 

actually heard in a court on a particular day.

de integro again, a second time

de jure

by law

de novo

from the new

de re

about the matter

ergo therefore

erratum

error

et alibi and elsewhere

et alii

and others

et cetera

And the rest

ex aequo from the equal

ex ante

from before

ex infra from below

ex gratia

from kindness

ex lege from the law

ex novo from new

ex officio from the office

ex post from after

ex parte

from a part

ex supra from above

etc. and the others

e.g.

for example, instance

Escrow

Money or other property held upon agreement of 

the parties by a neutral third party, and released 

according to the agreement upon the fulfillment of 

its terms.

Eviction

The legal process by which one recovers land or a 

dwelling from another.

Executor

A person named in a will who administers the 

estate of a deceased person. An executor must 

"qualify" before the circuit court where the will is 

filed.

Execute

To enforce a civil judgment by seizure and either 

transfer or liquidation of the judgment debtor's 

assets through post-trial judicial process.

D

E
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Fiduciary

 A person who has a legal and ethical duty to act in 

the best interests of another person. Examples 

include an executor or a guardian.

Incarceration

Imprisonment; confinement in a jail or 

penitentiary.

Indemnify

 To shift responsibility for a loss from the person 

held legally responsible to another party.

Indigent

 In a general sense, one who is needy and poor, or 

one who has insufficient property to furnish him a 

living nor anyone able to support him or to whom 

he is entitled to look for support.

i.e.

that is, in other words

inter alia among other things

inter alios among others

intra vires within the powers

Jury

 A body of persons selected from the community to 

hear evidence and decide a criminal or civil case. 

Juries are used only in circuit court.

Juvenile A person under the age of 18.

Legal Aid

Legal services are available in some areas to 

persons unable to afford an attorney. Legal aid 

offices handle only civil matters.

Levy

A seizure; the setting aside of specific property 

from the general property of the debtor and placing 

it under the control of the sheriff until it can be sold 

and applied to the payment of the execution.

Lien

A charge or security or encumbrance upon 

property.

Litigant  A party to a lawsuit; one engaged in litigation.

legitime

lawfully

mala fide in bad faith

Mediation

 A form of dispute resolution that takes place 

outside of court where a neutral third party helps 

the parties reach a settlement.

Minor

 An infant or person who is under the age of legal 

competence. One under 18.

Mistrial

A trial that is cut short and does not result in a 

verdict due to a procedural error or other problem. 

The trial must then start over from the beginning.

Modification

A change, addition, or deletion that alters but does 

not change the basic subject matter.

Motion

 A request made to the judge by a litigant or other 

person connected with the case for a ruling or 

order.

meliora better things

mens rea

guilty mind
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Negligence

Failure to exercise that degree of care which a 

reasonable person would have exercised given the 

same circumstances.

Notary

A public officer whose function it is to administer 

oaths; to attest and certify, certain classes of 

documents; to take acknowledgments, and certify 

the same.

Notice

 Formal notification of a legal proceeding or 

determination.

Nunc pro tunc  ("Now for then") An order which is retroactively effective.

Objection

A protest or exception made by a party against an 

action by the opposing party.

Ordinance

The enactments of the legislative body of a local 

government.

Ore tenus

Oral. Used as a technical term to describe a hearing 

or pleading which is orally presented.

per cent.

for each one hundred

PRN

as needed

per By, through, by means of

per capita

by heads

per se

through itself

prima facie

at first sight

Parole

In criminal law, a conditional release. If prisoner 

makes good, he will receive an absolute discharge 

from balance of sentence, but, if he does not, he 

will be returned to serve unexpired time.

Partial payment

Payment of a sum less than the whole amount 

originally due.

Perjury

A criminal offense committed by giving a false 

statement given under oath.

Plaintiff

A person who brings an action; the party who 

complains or sues in a personal action and is so 

named on the record.

Petition

 A formal request to a court to take a certain action 

on a matter.

Preliminary hearing

 The hearing given to an accused which is held by a 

judge, to ascertain whether there is evidence to 

warrant the binding over of the accused on the 

felony charge to the circuit court for further 

proceedings.

Probation

 In modern criminal administration, allowing a 

person convicted of some offense to remain free 

under a suspension of a jail sentence during good 

behavior and generally under the supervision or 

guardianship of probation officer together with 

other restrictions as the court may impose.

prima luce at dawn

pro forma

for form

pro per for self

pro rata

for the rate

pro se

for oneself

pro tanto for so much
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quid pro quo

what for what

quod es which is

quod vide which see

quorum

of whom

re the matter of

Re in the matter of, concerning

sic

thus

sine die without a day

sine anno without a year

sine metu without fear

sine nomine

without a name

statim immediately

status quo

the situation in which

stet

let it stand

summa summarum all in all

surgam I shall rise

s.o.s. if there is need

ultra vires

beyond powers

ut infra as below

ut retro as backwards

ut supra as above

vel non or not

vera causa true cause

verbi gratia for example

veritas

truth

versus

towards

veto

I forbid

via by the road

via media middle road

via, veritas, vita The Way, the Truth and the Life

vice in place of

vide "see" or "refer to"

vide infra "see below"

vide supra "see above"

viz.

namely

vide infra see below

vide supra    see above 
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