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S.No. Term or phrase                      Literal translation Definition and use

1 bona fide            in good faith.   Implies 

sincere good intention regardless of outcome.

2 ab initio            from the beginning Commonly used referring to the time a contract,                 

statute, marriage, or deed become legal. e.g

The couple was covered ab initio by her health policy.  

3 ad valorem          according to value             

4 de facto          Concerning fact Often used to mean something that is true in                 

 practice, but has not been officially instituted or endorsed.

"For all intents and purposes."  

5 contra       Against Used in case citations to indicate that the cited

6 et al.      And others Abbreviation of et alii, meaning "and others".

7 ex gratia      By favour Something done voluntarily and with no expectation

a legal liability arising therefrom.

8 ex ante      Of before. Essentially meaning "before the event", usually used

when forecasting future events.

9 ergo    Therefore

10 erratum     Having been made in error.

11 ex facie     On the face If a contract is blatantly and obviously incorrect or

illegal, it can be considered void ex facie without

any further analysis or arguments.

12 factum      Deed 1. an assured statement made;

2. completion of a will and all its parts to make it 

valid and legal;

3

). book of facts and law presented in a Canadian court

13

fiat    Let it be done A warrant issued by a judge for some legal proceedings.

Abbreviation of id est, meaning "that is", in the sense of 

restating something that may not have been clear.

15

ibid. In the same place

16

idem The same

17

viz. Namely

18

vide see Used in citations to refer the reader to another location.

19

ultra vires beyond the powers An act that requires legal authority to perform, but which 

is done without obtaining that authority.

20

supra above Used in citations to refer to a previously cited source.

21

suo motu of its own motion Refers to a court or other official agency taking some 

action on its own accord. Similar tosua sponte.

22

sui juris of his own right Refers to one legally competent to manage his own 

affairs. Also spelled sui iuris.

23

stratum a covering, from neuter past  In property law, condominiums has said to occupy 

 stratum many stories about the ground

24

res thing, matter, issue, affair

25

quid pro quo   this for that An equal exchange of goods or services, or of money

26

quasi   as if Resembling or being similar to something, without 

actually being that thing.

27

qua which; as In the capacity of

28

pro se for himself Representing oneself, without counsel. Also known as pro 

per representation.

29

pro rata from the rate

30

prima facie at first face A matter that appears to be sufficiently based in the 

evidence as to be considered true.

31

per se by itself Something that is, as a matter of law.

32

per quod by which

Used in legal documents in the same sense as "whereby". A per 

quod statement is typically used to show that specific acts 

had consequences which form the basis for the legal action.

33

ad hoc for this

Generally signifies a solution designed for a specific problem or task,

34

ad idem to the same thing In agreement.

35

Caveat May he beware When used by itself, refers to a qualification, or warning.

36

Caveat emptor Let the buyer beware

In addition to the general warning, also refers to a legal doctrine wherein a buyer could not get 

relief from a seller for defects present on property which rendered it unfit for use.

37 consensus ad idem  Agreement to the same Parties must be of one mind and their promises must relate to the subject or object

38

de jure Concerning the law Something that is established in law, whether or not it is true in general practice.

39

ex post From after Based on knowledge of the past.

40

extant Existing Refers to things that are currently existing at a given 

point, rather than things that are no longer so.

41

factum Deed 1. an assured statement made;

42

fiat Let it be done A warrant issued by a judge for some legal proceedings.

43

inter alia Among others Used to indicate an item cited has been pulled from a 

larger or more complete list.

44

inter se Amongst themselves Refers to obligations between members of the same group or party

45

intra Within

46

intra vires Within the powers

47

per capita by head dividing money up strictly and equally according to the number of beneficiaries

48

quantum how much

49

quantum as much as it deserves; 

              meruit  

as much as she or he has earned

50

sine die without day Used when the court is adjourning without specifying a date to re-convene

51

vice versa the other way around Something that is the same either way.

52

vide see Used in citations to refer the reader to another location.



             



   That is  i.e.

14

                                                          source directly contradicts the point being made.


