SOCIAL  SECURITY  NUMBER 

In the United States, a Social Security number (SSN) is a nine-digit number issued toU.S. citizens, permanent residents, and temporary (working) residents under section 205(c)(2) of the Social Security Act, codified as 42 U.S.C. § 405(c)(2). The number is issued to an individual by the Social Security Administration, an independent agency of the United States government. Its primary purpose is to track individuals for Social Security purposes.

A Social Security number, or SSN, is a nine digit number that is unique to you. The first three numbers give your area of location at birth. The second two are the group numbers, which identify your location more specifically within your area. The last four numbers are serial numbers that have no specific meaning. They are assigned in order from 0001 to 9999, and when those are used up, the first five numbers change. The Social Security Administration has a very specific method for assigning numbers,

The main use of your SSN is to track your Social Security benefits and income for taxes. However, others may use your SSN as a way to identify you. Banks, hospitals, and private businesses frequently reference your personal information with your SSN in order to make their record keeping easier. As you can probably guess, the fact that much of your private information is tied to one number that belongs only to you can pose some problems.

One of the most common forms of identity theft is when someone discovers your SSN and uses it to access personal information. For example, someone with your name and SSN could walk into your bank pretending to be you, claim that they forgot their (your) account number, and instead provide your SSN. They might make changes to your account by making withdrawals or transferring funds. They could open checking accounts, apply for credit cards and loans in your name, and more. A hacker can use your SSN to view personal information that you have placed online. Many people do not discover that they have become a victim of identity theft until they try to make a big purchase such as a car or house. 

You should commit your SSN to memory, and never give it out when it is optional. If someone requests your SSN and you do not understand why they could need it, ask. If you need a password for an online service, do not make it your SSN. If the online service provider automatically makes your SSN your password, change it. Also, you should carefully check your credit card and bank account statements every month to see if there is any unusual activity. If you find something that catches your attention, contact your creditor or bank.....

Your SSN is necessary access a wide range of benefits. However, you need to be careful about how you share it with others, because it can be used against you

A Social Security Number (SSN) is a unique, 9-digit taxpayer identification number used for taxpayer identification, income reporting, and record-keeping purposes. A Social Security Number is not work authorization. The Social Security Administration (SSA) issues numbers to all U.S. citizens and permanent residents and to eligible foreign nationals. Eligibility to apply for a social security number is dependent on one's eligibility for employment in the U.S.
Everyone who is employed in the U.S. must have a social security number. Once issued, the number is valid for a lifetime. If you have been issued a number previously, do not apply for another as this will cause confusion in your tax records. If you do not have a social security number, you will need to visit one of the local Social Security Administration offices to apply for one.
Employers withhold social security tax, or FICA (Federal Insurance Contribution Act), from workers' wages for redistribution after retirement. In general, students and scholars in F-1 or J-1 status who are nonresidents for tax purposes do not have social security tax withheld. However, individuals filing as residents for tax purposes –dependents in J-2 status and scholars in H-1B, O-1, and TN status – do have social security tax withheld. F-1 and J-1 students generally are considered  nonresidents for tax purposes for their first five years in the U.S. J-1 scholars are generally considered nonresidents for tax purposes for their first two years in the U.S.
The immigration status of all nonimmigrant applications for social security numbers must be verified by the Department of Homeland Security. Processing time for a social security number can take several weeks.
1. HOW  TO APPLY FOR  SOCIAL  SECURITY  NUMBER  : 
To apply for a Social Security number and card:
· Complete an Application For A Social Security Card (Form SS-5); and
· Show us original documents or copies certified by the issuing agency proving:
· U.S. citizenship or immigration status [including Department of Homeland Security (DHS) permission to work in the United States];
· Age; and
· Identity.
Then, take or mail your completed application and documents to your local Social Security office.
[bookmark: proof]Citizenship or immigration status: We can accept only certain documents as proof of U.S. citizenship. These include a U.S. birth certificate, a U.S. passport, Certificate of Naturalization or Certificate of Citizenship. If you are not a U.S. citizen, Social Security will ask to see your current U.S. immigration documents. Acceptable documents include your:
· Form I-551 (includes machine- readable immigrant visa with your unexpired foreign passport);
· I-94 with your unexpired foreign passport; or
· Work permit from DHS (I-766).
International students must present further documentation. For more information, see International Students And Social Security Numbers (Publication No. 05-10181).
Age: You need to present your birth certificate. (If one exists, you must submit it.) If a birth certificate does not exist, we may be able to accept your:
· Religious record made before the age of 5 showing your date of birth;
· U.S. hospital record of your birth;
· Passport.; or
· U.S. immigration document.
[bookmark: identity]Identity: We can accept only certain documents as proof of identity. An acceptable document must be current (not expired) and show your name, identifying information and preferably a recent photograph. Social Security will ask to see a U.S. driver’s license, state-issued nondriver identification card or U.S. passport as proof of identity. If you do not have the specific documents we ask for, we will ask to see other documents including:
· Employee ID card;
· School ID card;
· Health insurance card (not a Medicare card);
· U.S. military ID card;
· Adoption decree;
· Life insurance policy; or
· Marriage document (only in name change situations).
All documents must be either originals or copies certified by the issuing agency. We cannot accept photocopies or notarized copies of documents.We may use one document for two purposes. For example, we may use your U.S. passport as proof of both citizenship and identity. Or, we may use your U.S. birth certificate as proof of age and citizenship. However, you must provide at least two separate documents.
We will mail your number and card as soon as we have all of your information and have verified your documents with the issuing offices.
2.  CHARGE   FOR  SOCIAL  SECURITY NUMBER  : 
There is no charge for a Social Security number and card. If someone contacts you and wants to charge you for getting a number or card, please remember that these Social Security services are free. You can report anyone attempting to charge you by calling our Office of the Inspector General hotline at 1-800-269-02 .
3. TYPES  OF  SOCIAL  SECURITY   CARDS :
We issue three types of Social Security cards. All cards show your name and Social Security number. The first type of card shows your name and Social Security number and lets you work without restriction. We issue it to:
· U.S. citizens; and
· People lawfully admitted to the United States on a permanent basis.

· The second type of card shows your name and number and notes, “VALID FOR WORK ONLY WITH DHS AUTHORIZATION.” We issue this type of card to people lawfully admitted to the United States on a temporary basis who have DHS authorization to work.
· The third type of card shows your name and number and notes, “NOT VALID FOR EMPLOYMENT.” We issue it to people from other countries:
· Who are lawfully admitted to the United States without work authorization from DHS, but with a valid nonwork reason for needing a Social Security number; or
· Who need a number because of a federal law requiring a Social Security number to get a benefit or service.
4. SOCIAL   SECURITY   NUMBER    FOR   THE  CHILD  : 
It is a good idea to get the number when your child is born. You can apply for a Social Security number for your baby when you apply for your baby’s birth certificate. The state agency that issues birth certificates will share your child’s information with us. We will mail the Social Security card to you.
Or, you can wait and apply at any Social Security office. If you wait, you must provide evidence of your child’s age, identity and U.S. citizenship status. If you are filing an application on behalf of someone else, you must show us evidence of your relationship to, or responsibility for, the person for whom you are filing. You also must show us proof of your identity. We must verify your child’s birth record, which can add up to 12 weeks to the time it takes to issue a card. To verify a birth record, Social Security will contact the office that issued it.
Anyone age 12 or older requesting an original Social Security number must appear in person for an interview, even if a parent or guardian will sign the application on the child’s behalf.
Adoption: We can assign your adopted child a number before the adoption is complete, but you may want to wait. Then, you can apply for the number using your child’s new name. If you want to claim your child for tax purposes while the adoption is still pending, contact the Internal Revenue Service for Form W-7A, Application for Taxpayer Identification Number for Pending U.S. Adoptions. For more information, see Social Security Numbers For Children (Publication No. 05-10023).
If your immigration status changed or you became a U.S. citizen, you should tell Social Security so we can update your records. To get your immigration status or citizenship corrected, you need to show documents that prove your new status or citizenship. We can accept only certain documents as proof of citizenship for new and replacement cards. These include your U.S. passport, a Certificate of Naturalization or a Certificate of Citizenship. If you are not a U.S. citizen, Social Security will ask to see your current immigration documents.
5. CHANGE   OF  INFORMATION  IN SSN : 
If you legally change your name because of marriage, divorce, court order or any other reason, you need to tell Social Security so that you can get a corrected card. If you are working, also tell your employer. If you do not tell us when your name changes, it may:
· Delay your tax refund; and
· Prevent your wages from being posted correctly to your Social Security record, which may lower the amount of your future Social Security benefits.
If you need to change your name on your Social Security card, you must show us a document that proves your legal name change. Documents Social Security may accept to prove a legal name change include:
· Marriage document;
· Divorce decree;
· Certificate of Naturalization showing a new name; or
· Court order for a name change. .
If the document you provide as evidence of a legal name change does not give us enough information to identify you in our records or if you changed your name more than two years ago (four years ago if you are younger than age 18), you must show us an identity document in your old name (as shown in our records). We will accept an identity document in your old name that has expired.
If you do not have an identity document in your old name, we may accept an unexpired identity document in your new name, as long as we can properly establish your identity in our records.
Citizenship: Also, if you are a U.S. citizen born outside the United States and our records do not show you are a citizen, you will need to provide proof of your U.S. citizenship. If you are not a U.S. citizen, Social Security will ask to see your current immigration documents.Your new card will have the same number as your previous card, but will show your new name.

6.  HOW   DO I KNOW   MY INFORMATION IS  CORRECT  : 
Each year your employer sends a copy of your W-2 (Wage and Tax Statement) to Social Security. We compare your name and Social Security number on the W-2 with the information in our files. We add the earnings shown on the W-2 to your Social Security record.
It is critical that your name and Social Security number on your Social Security card agree with your employer’s payroll records and W-2 so that we can credit your earnings to your record. It is up to you to make sure that both Social Security’s records and your employer’s records are correct. If your Social Security card is incorrect, contact any Social Security office to make changes. Check your W-2 form to make sure your employer’s record is correct and, if it is not, give your employer the accurate information.
You also can check your earnings record on your Social Security Statement. The Statement is available online to workers age 18 and older. To review your Statement, go to Get Your Social Security Statement Online and create an account.
7 . WHAT  WILL  HAPPEN IF  SSN  CARD  IS   STOLEN  :  
You can replace your card or your child’s card for free if it is lost or stolen. However, you are limited to three replacement cards in a year and 10 during your lifetime. Legal name changes and other exceptions do not count toward these limits. For example, changes in noncitizen status that require card updates may not count toward these limits. Also, you may not be affected by these limits if you can prove you need the card to prevent a significant hardship.
To get a replacement card, you will need to:  
· Complete an Application For A Social Security Card (Form SS-5);
· Present an unexpired original document with identifying information and preferably a recent photograph that proves your identity;
· Show evidence of your U.S. citizenship if you were born outside the United States and did not show proof of citizenship when you got your card; and
· Show evidence of your current lawful noncitizen status if you are not a U.S. citizen.
Your replacement card will have the same name and number as your previous card.


8. PROTECTION OF   SSN  : 
You should treat your Social Security number as confidential information and avoid giving it out unnecessarily. You should keep your Social Security card in a safe place with your other important papers. Do not carry it with you unless you need to show it to an employer or service provider.
We do several things to protect your number from misuse. For example, we require and carefully inspect proof of identity from people who apply to replace lost or stolen Social Security cards, or for corrected cards. One reason we do this is to prevent people from fraudulently obtaining Social Security numbers to establish false identities. We maintain the privacy of Social Security records unless:
· The law requires us to disclose information to another government agency; or
· Your information is needed to conduct Social Security or other government health or welfare program business.
You should be very careful about sharing your number and card to protect against misuse of your number. Giving your number is voluntary even when you are asked for the number directly. If requested, you should ask:
· Why your number is needed;
· How your number will be used;
· What happens if you refuse; and
· What law requires you to give your number.
The answers to these questions can help you decide if you want to give your Social Security number. The decision is yours
HAPPY READING   ………………


