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Alleged suicide at
metro station

NEW DELHI: A 40-year-old
man allegedly committed
suicide by jumping before a
Metro train at Dilshad
Garden station around 4 p.m.
on Sunday. He was rushed to
a nearby hospital where he
was declared “brought dead.”
The police said some papers
were found in his purse
through which it was
established that his name was
Satish and he was a resident
of Loni in Ghaziabad.

Restaurant vandalised;
two arrested

NEW DELHI: A restaurant was
vandalised by some criminal
elements at Dilshad Garden
in trans-Yamuna after the
owner refused to serve them
free meal. Two of the accused
have been arrested.
The incident took place on
October 30 when Dinesh
Pehalwan and his
accomplices reached the
restaurant late in the evening
and ordered food. However,
eatery owner Harish Gupta
refused to entertain them
and asked them to clear the
pending bills.This led to an
altercation between Mr.
Gupta and Dinesh, whose
associates also joined in.
Dinesh and his accomplices
allegedly vandalised the
entire restaurant, causing
huge financial loss to the
owner. The police registered
a case and examined the
CCTV footage on the basis of
which they arrested two of
the accused, Jaikishan and
Puneet. 

Delhi continues 
to face smog
NEW DELHI: Delhi will continue
to face smog at least for a few
more days. According to the
weather office, the smog is
expected to disperse by
November 7.
The weather department said
due to the absence of wind,
pollutants remain suspended
in the air for longer periods
and this is the reason behind
the heavy smog in the Capital
over the past few days. 

Cancer awareness walk

NEW DELHI: The Indian
Cancer Society organised its
annual walk on Sunday in
order to commemorate
India’s Cancer Awareness
Day on the theme of
“Generations in Walk for
Awareness and Prevention of
Cervical Cancer.”
According to the society,
cervical cancer is the number
one cause of cancer-related
deaths among Indian women. 

Disclaimer: Readers are requested to verify &
make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an adver-
tisement before responding to any published in
this newspaper. Kasturi & Sons Limited, the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s pro-
ducts and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever for
any claims and/or damages for advertisements
in this newspaper.

DELHI
November Rise Set

Mon (05) 06 36 17 33
Tue (06) 06 37 17 33
Wed (07) 06 37 17 32
Mon (05) 22 44 11 36
Tue (06) 23 39 12 15
Wed (07) 00 00 12 53

India International Rural
Cultural Centre: Bharatnatyam
dance by Kavitha Ramu from
Chennai, Sarvodaya Kanya
Vidyalaya, Alipur, 9 a.m. and
Sarvodaya Kanya Vidyalaya,
Badli, 11 a.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous:
Meetings -- Aakarshan Group:
Paschim Vihar: Delhi Government
dispensary, GA2, Block, opposite
Radha Krishna Temple; Living
Sober Group: Rohini Sector-13,
Delhi Govt. dispensary, near
Bhagwati Hospital; Jeevandhara
Group: Khyber Pass, Civil Lines,
St. Thomas Baptist Church;
Programme of Recovery Group:
Dwarka Health Centre, Sector-12;
Prashant Group: Lord Mahavir
School, Sector-29, adjacent to
Brahmaputra Shopping Complex;
Svikar Group: Old Seemapuri,
Delhi Govt. dispensary, Gole
Chakkar; Suhk Sagar Group:
Vishwas Nagar, 100-Foot Road;
A.A. Ujala Group: Masihgarh
Church, Sukhdev Vihar, near
Escorts Heart Institute; A.A.
Ashadeep Group: C-1, Safdarjang
Development Area, Sahoday
School; Jagriti Group: St.
Columba’s School, Bhai Vir Singh
Marg, near Gole Dak Khana;
Muktidaan Group: St Marks
Church, Punjabi Bagh West, 7
p.m.

IN THE CAPITAL TODAY

NEW DELHI: Two policemen
with the Delhi Armed Police
were beaten up purportedly
by half-a-dozen minors
lodged in the Place of Safety
home for alleged juveniles in
conflict with law in Majnu-
ka-Tila here on Saturday. The
policemen were taken to hos-
pital from where they were
discharged after treatment. 

The incident took place on
Saturday morning when a po-
lice team from the IIIrd Bat-
talion of the Delhi Armed
Police as a routine reached
the observation home to take
the minors who were to be
produced before the Juvenile
Justice Board.

“It all happened near the

entrance gate when about
half-a-dozen children staying
at the home attacked the un-
armed policemen taking
them by surprise. The chil-
dren were armed with sticks
and stumps. Before the sit-
uation could be brought un-
der control, two policemen
had sustained injuries in the
scuffle. The incident was re-
ported to the home officials
and police officers,” said an
official. 

The official said the Station
House Officer of the Timar-
pur police station also rushed
to the spot along with other
subordinates after being in-
formed about the incident. “A
head constable and a consta-
ble with the Delhi Armed Po-
lice were injured. They were

discharged from the hospital
after treatment,” said an area
police officer. 

A day before the incident,
another inmate of the same
observation home had escap-
ed from the Juvenile Justice
Board premises in nearby
Kingsway Camp. “Soon after
the boy was produced before
a magistrate, he ran away
from there. Some policemen
ran after him, gave a long
chase and were finally able to
nab him. The boy could not
escape as he hit the dead end
of a lane. He was trying to
scale the wall, but the police-
men pulled him down and
then they allegedly roughed
him up for having attempted
to escape. A few days ago, his
friend staying at the same ob-

servation home had escaped
while being taken to a hospi-
tal,” said another official.

The officials complained
that while no action could be
initiated against the juveniles
attempting to escape from
observation homes, it were
the home staffers who even-
tually bore the brunt. “A cou-
ple of years ago, services of a
welfare officer appointed on
contractual basis were termi-
nated after some children es-
caped from his observation
home,” said an official. 

Earlier this year, some ju-
veniles lodged at the Place of
Safety in Majnu-ka-Tila had
allegedly broken two of the
cameras installed there for ef-
ficient supervision of the
home. 

Children were armed with sticks and stumps
Devesh K. Pandey 

Cops beaten up by juveniles
of observation home Help them, please

It was heartening to read
about the extraordinary
spirit and self-respect of
Akku and Leela (The Hindu,
“Give us justice...”, October
8), but at the same time it
was painful to see that they
are still struggling for justice. 
They cleaned toilets at the
Government Women
Teachers’ Training Institute,
Udupi, for an incredible
monthly salary of just Rs.15
from 1971 to 2001. No
authority bothered to
regularise their services or
increase their wages as per
the Minimum Wages Act in
spite of verdicts of the
Karnataka Administrative
Tribunal, the Karnataka
High Court and even the
Supreme Court.
I earnestly request the
highest authorities at the
Centre to intervene in the
matter and get them justice
without losing any more
time.

Ranjeet Kumar Jaiswal,
Modinagar, Ghaziabad.

No, UGC…..
A new version of National
Eligibility Test (NET) for
award of Junior Research
Fellowships and qualifying
for appointment as lecturers
in universities and colleges
was introduced this year by
the University Grants
Commission (UGC). The
test, held on June 24,
consisted of three papers
with objective type
questions. The first paper
had 60 questions of which 50
were compulsory. Papers II
and III had 50 and 75
questions respectively, all
compulsory and carrying two
marks each. So Papers I and
II were worth 100 marks,
and Paper III 150 marks.
There was no provision for
negative marking. The
minimum qualifying marks
in Papers I and II were 40
per cent and for Paper III 50
per cent for the general
category. The eligibility
criterion was fixed at 65 per
cent aggregate in all three
papers put together.

Here lies the inherent defect
in the system. In Paper III
having 75 questions of two
marks each, it is not possible
to get 75 marks, which is 50
per cent as qualifying marks.
Similarly, the 65 per cent
eligibility criterion in
aggregate is also impractical
because with a total of 175
questions worth two marks,
it is impossible to reach an
exact 65 per cent. 
UGC’s unwise decision has
affected thousands of
candidates who sat for NET.
There is urgent need for the
Government to intervene
and correct the UGC criteria.

Prasanta Basu Ray,
Chandannagar, Hooghly

district.

Postal pangs
With reference to the
complaint titled “Missing
magazines” in these columns
(October 22), fact is that it
has become a common
practice among postmen in
the Capital to pinch
magazines and journals.
Some of them apparently
strike deals with magazine
agents/hawkers to supply
the pilfered magazines at
half-rate. The agents merely
remove the wrapper from
the subscribers’ copies and
sell these off at market price.
Thus the postman and the
agent both make money,
while poor subscribers like
us are left high and dry. In
fact, some publications have
started printing
“Subscriber’s Copy, Not for
Sale” on their journals sent
through post. 
Complaints to postal
officials are of no use as they
don’t keep any record of
articles sent through
ordinary mail. When I
complained to my Post
Master about non-delivery
of my magazines, he asked
me to get them by registered
post. When I told him that
the price I’d be paying for
registered post will be much
more than the magazine’s
price, he simply shrugged.

Amit Sharma,
Kalkaji, New Delhi.

Ban cigarettes

Frequently there are news
reports about the Centre
planning to make it
mandatory to print the
proportion/quantity of tar
on cigarette packs. The
Government clearly is under
the thumb of the highly
influential and wealthy lobby
of cigarette manufacturers
judging by the useless steps
mooted by it to exhibit its
“sincerity” to make the
public aware of the harms of
smoking without taking the
only effective step of
imposing a complete ban on
manufacture of cigarettes in
the country as Bhutan and
Ireland have already done. 
If a ban on gutka can be
imposed, even if by
individual States, there is no
reason why the manufacture
of cigarettes cannot be
banned. Even families of
smokers will support such a
bold step, because it is the
family which suffers most
when a smoker succumbs to
Lady Nicotine. 

Madhu Agrawal,
Chandni Chowk, Delhi.

Hello, IFB….
I purchased an IFB
microwave oven on October
23 last year. It has been
giving me trouble though it
is still under warranty. I
have made at least 25 calls to
IFB Customer Care, but in
vain. They always say their
engineer will come within 24
hours, but no one has come
so far. 
I urge the IFB authorities to
look into the matter and take
urgent action to get my
microwave repaired. My
customer id is 3061510.

Subhankar Basu,
Rohini, Delhi.

Letters for this weekly co-
lumn may be e-mailed to
readers.mail@thehindu.co.in 

They should be short
and crisp and must in-
clude the writer’s name
and postal address.

To our readers

Protest against Hebrew play

UNITED WE STAND: Artists, students, writers, film-makers and theatre people protesting at
Sirifort Auditorium in New Delhi on Sunday against the Hebrew play being performed by
Tel Aviv’s Cameri Theatre at the ongoing Delhi International Arts Festival.
- PHOTO: SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

NEW DELHI: In what appears to
be a case of road rage, a 53-
year-old senior executive as-
sistant at Delhi Assembly was
beaten up by a motorcyclist
following an accident with
his car at Safdarjung Enclave
here a couple of days ago.

According to the police,
the incident took place when
Shyam Sundar Sharma, a res-
ident of Nauroji Nagar, was
on his way back home from
work in his car around 7 p.m.

Mr. Sharma was passing
through Ring Road near Nau-
roji Nagar bus shelter when
his car scraped past a
motorcycle.

“I stopped my vehicle, fol-
lowing which the motorcy-
clist also parked the vehicle
along the road, got down and
smashed the left window
glass of my car with his hel-
met. He then pulled me out
and started beating me,” al-
leged Mr. Sharma in his com-
plaint. 

The victim sustained inju-

ries in the hand. “My shoul-
der was dislocated,” he said.
Passers-by came to the res-
cue of Mr. Sharma, who then
called up the police seeking
intervention. Subsequently
he along with the motorcy-
clist, identified as Sanjay Ku-
mar from Nangloi, was taken
to AIIMS’ Trauma Centre for
medical examination. 

“Based on the complaint,
we have registered a case un-
der relevant provisions and
arrested the accused,” said a
police officer.

Staff Reporter

Motorcyclist held in road rage case
NEW DELHI: Political leaders
from across the spectrum
came together on Sunday to
demand prosecution of police
officers who have been in-
dicted by the judiciary for
their “prejudiced” attitude
and speedy trial of terror
cases among a series of mea-
sures to ensure that human
rights of any specific commu-
nity or group was not violat-
ed. 

Speaking at a convention
on “Politics of Terror: Target-
ing Muslim Youths”, general
secretary of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) Pra-
kash Karat demanded that
the draconian Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act 1967
be repealed as it was being
“misused by the police agen-
cies to brutalise citizens by
way of punishing them for de-
fending their homeland,
farms and communities, or
for belonging to a certain
community that is labelled as
a whole as being involved in
terrorism.” 

Talking about the cases of
Muslim youths being “ha-
rassed and tortured” in the
name of terrorism, Mr. Karat
said he does not see it as at-
tack on rights of only a partic-
ular community but as an
attack on the very idea of fun-
damental rights. Later, soft-
ening his stand on the UAPA,
Mr. Karat said if the Govern-
ment does not agree to repeal
the UAPA then at least they
must withdraw the amend-
ments in the law which were
done in 2008. 

Communist Party of India
leader D. Raja said the fact
that hundreds of innocents
citizen in this country are be-
ing implicated under fabri-
cated cases of sedition and
terrorism is an issue which
the Government and the
larger polity can not afford to
ignore. He said the CPI will
raise the issue in the winter
session of Parliament. “We al-
ready had prepared to raise
this issue, which I find as a
very disturbing pattern, in
the Parliament in the mon-
soon session but we could not

because the Parliament could
not function.”

Rashtriya Janata Dal chief
Lalu Prasad Yadav slammed
the investigating agencies for
arresting Muslim youths
without sufficient evidence in
complete violation of their
human rights. Suggesting the
civil society groups to unify
themselves, he said now the
time has come for all the like-
minded political parties to do
the same. “The civil society
needs to identify the Govern-
ment which controls the
agencies because if the gov-
ernment wants it would not
allow even a single case of hu-
man rights violation.” 

Congress leader Mani
Shankar Aiyyar said what is
needed is a mass movement
for not just specific individu-
als but for all those people
who have been implicated in
fabricated cases. If this issue
is not tackled soon it will
breed dissatisfaction among
the marginalised masses. 

Rajya Sabha member Mo-
hammad Adeeb argued that
the civil society has no idea

how many lives have been de-
stroyed because of what has
now become almost the habit
of the investigative agencies
to arrest Muslim youths in
fabricated cases. “There is ex-
treme amount of anger and
anguish taking over the com-
munity which won’t do well
for the future of this coun-
try.” 

Highlighting several in-
stances of acquittals in terror
cases, Mr. Adeeb demanded
that the Government must
have provisions for the reha-
bilitation and monetary com-
pensation of all those
innocents who are later ac-
quitted in terror cases. 

All India Muslim Personal
Law Board president Maula-
na Mohammad Rabe Hassan
Nadvi posed a question.
“Constitutionally, how is it
possible that a person is con-
demned as a terrorist or anti-
national before even his
crime has been proven in a
court of law? The duty of
compensation/apology for
this falls on the shoulders of
the State.” 

Staff reporter

Speedy trial of terror cases demanded


