PURSUE EXCELLENCE-SETTLE NOT FOR ANYTHING LESSER THAN ‘BEST’
Here is a colorful illustration in the life of the great violinist, Paganini, which shows the value and power of attitude on the pursuit of excellence.

The colorful, nineteenth-century showman and gifted violinist Nicolo Paganini was standing before a packed house, playing through a difficult piece of music. A full orchestra surrounded him with magnificent support. Suddenly one string on his violin snapped and hung gloriously down from his instrument. Beads of perspiration popped out on his forehead. He frowned but continued to play, improvising beautifully.

To the conductor’s surprise, a second string broke. And shortly thereafter, a third. Now there were three limp strings dangling from Paganini’s violin as the master performer completed the difficult composition on the one remaining string. The audience jumped to its feet and in good Italian fashion, filled the hall with shouts and screams, “Bravo! Bravo!” As the applause died down, the violinist asked the people to sit back down. Even though they knew there was no way they could expect an encore, they quietly sank back into their seats.

He held the violin high for everyone to see. He nodded at the conductor to begin the encore and then he turned back to the crowd, and with a twinkle in his eye, he smiled and shouted, ‘Paganini…and one string!’ After that he placed the single-stringed Stradivarius beneath his chin and played the final piece on one string as the audience (and the conductor) shook their heads in silent amazement. ‘Paganini…and one string!

Often people tend to misconstrue ‘excellence’ as success. ‘Excellence’ is however, a whole-hearted effort to do the work with 100% dedication and honesty, irrespective of the results that may show up. It is however adjudged ‘excellent’ when excellently planned alongwith successful and excellent execution.
It is important to understand that God intends that we shall settle not for anything lesser than the ‘best’ and he has given the instruments of body and mind to the soul to put them in use for the best. Often I came to listen ‘its all about managing your boss’. However, when trying to excel one should rather adopt an attitude of “managing expectations of your boss” rather than ‘managing your boss’ Its about, if he/she expects an ’X’ from you in work, to give him/her an ‘X+1’ or more than that. This is possible with commitment, passion and dedication and above all, out of reverence to the boss of all, the Almighty to whom we are all accountable- for the thoughts, for the words, for the actions.
Why can’t I just be happy with the way I am? Well, being happy and joyous in the spirit is available to us but it comes easily when there is an honest effort towards responsibilities on earth. At all times ‘Whatever you do, do it to the glory of God’ as commanded by God in his Holy Scripture.
Without pursuing excellence, life remains insipid. The quest for excellence fuels out fire and keeps us from just drifting downstream gathering debris. God wants his people to abound or excel in both what they are (inward character) and in what they do (behaviour or deeds). The pursuit of excellence must be motivated by right values, priorities and motives. The pursuit of excellence is gratifying and healthy but should not turn one down to frustration for not being perfect in everything coz as finite human beings there is always room for growth and improvement.
I would conclude by saying excellence ‘is not a quest for superiority’ because though human mind cannot comprehend but the truth is ‘we are one with God and we are one with all’ and there is no room for envy with oneself. Excellence is ‘not to be limited’ by nature of work, whether of a peon or of a President. It is a matter of choosing the best. Pursuing Excellence is an all-inclusive pursuit, a matter of whole-hearted endeavor, and it brings eternal rewards.
A pragmatic approach towards pursuing excellence can be living a life of one day each day,  an attitude to do the work honestly each day, without anger or worry, with compassion and gratitude, by denying vices and accepting virtues.
With gratitude and best wishes.
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