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The world wide web (www) really is a web when it comes to information. How many times have you heard that a terrorist can find the plans to build a nuclear bomb if he wanted ? There is a lot of information that is floating around. But the downside of so much information, is an ‘information overload’. We spend so much time in collating the information that we actually lose sight of the goal itself. When searching for information, an average person would definitely ‘google’. I know I do the same too, but only when I am looking for alternatives to my existing list of ‘favourites’. What I want to share with you this time are some of my favourites, the source for sometimes hard-to-find information.
At this point I would like to say this, I am not promoting these sites, nor am I promising that these sites will be the answer to your problems. All I am doing is sharing some of my favourite sites, which I visit every now and then.
www.itool.com :
Earlier on I mentioned that while looking for information, sometimes we get overloaded for information and usually waste our time sifting through the deluge. Here is a site which can throw up some more useful tools when it comes to searching. Whether you are looking for IT tools, utilities for looking up financials, translating tools, maps. This site has a good collection of the lot.
Yahoo briefcase :
This is not a site but an online option. For those of us who travel, be it for business or pleasure, the Internet is an indispensable tool. It helps us to keep in touch with our near and dear ones as well as the office. It provides us with tools for online research, so on and so forth. This is an option available to those who have a Yahoo email account. Those who don’t, can subscribe to a free account even now.
What’s so great about the briefcase ? Well, as the name suggests, it is a briefcase, on the net. You can upload/download files. Now when you have to travel abroad and require to carry large-size files, all that needs to be done is log on to the site and upload the files. As long as you are connected to the net, you can access the file, update the same (no need for floppies, CDs, pen drives and endless wait for emails).
If you think that’s all, think again. You can create a briefcase and upload all the circulars, blank templates, ideas, notes and grant access to clients, colleagues, other staff. That, mon ami, will help you to work from multiple locations without spending a bundle on a VPN solution or a restricted website.
You could upload your pictures and share the same with friends and family across the globe. The restricted access helps you to cut spam (no need to register with unscrupulous sites for album sharing), you have a fairly good security, no bandwidth-related issues when you want to send files of 2 MB or more or share with more than 20 people.
www.pcshowandtell.com :
Yes ! The service is available free-of-charge to consumers for 14 days. A 1-year subscription is available for $ 30.00. To begin watching and enjoying the shows in the PCShowAndTell library, you must first complete the registration form by giving some basic information and downloading their player. You may then select a product from the Products list search for the show you are trying to find.
This site boasts of tutorials on some of the widely-used software applications, the best part is that the tutorials are SHOW & TELL, i.e., audio visuals.
www.hyperdictionary.com :
The only dictionary you will ever need. You can look up the meanings, synonyms, etc. This is definitely the silver-bullet type solution.
www.softpedia.com :
Here is a site where an average user will find a whole assorted bunch of utilities, information, tools, support groups, etc. One needs to be registered before being able to browse through the site. The registration is free.
www.answers.com :
Answers.com is a free, ad-supported, reference search service, created to provide you with instant answers on over a million topics. As opposed to standard search engines that serve up a list of links for you to follow, Answers.com displays quick, snapshot answers with concise, reliable information. Its editors take the contents from over 100 authoritative encyclopedias, dictionaries, glossaries and atlases, carefully chosen for breadth and quality. For ultimate convenience, install 1-Click AnswersTM software, and click on any word in any document on your screen for "Answers at your Fingertips".
Answers.com is the next-generation product of the GuruNet Corporation, which leverages its patented ‘Answer Engine’ technology to bring instant answers to millions of internet users around the globe. Thousands of dedicated fans have submitted terrific feedback over the years, and Answers.com is the result of their suggestions and requests. (Students may be a bit disappointed if it can’t answer to their questions — e.g., when will I pass the exam or when will corruption be eradicated from politics, etc.)
www.oldversion.com :
Upgrading and updating our systems is a very common event. Due to frequent virus attacks, security warnings, etc., one would have been forced to update his Operating system or even application software. Sometimes the newer versions have backward integration capabilities built in, but sometimes they don’t. Here is a site to deal with this situation. As the name suggests, older versions of drivers, etc. would be available.
www.invisible-web.net :
The reason for writing this article is to inform the average reader that there is a lot more (read useful) information on the web. This site says the same thing; it says that a lot of the information is invisible. Some things may not be ! ! ! ! ! ! To find out, how you need to visit this site.
http://www.claymania.com/safe-hex.html :
You first must practice Safe Hex as you are the most important tool in preventing your PC from being infected with any form of malware. You are the first line of defense. A collection of suggestions intended to help you defend against viruses, worms, trojans, malware and other questionable codes.
Safe Hex — A collection of suggestions intended to help you defend against viruses, worms, trojans (oh my !) malware and other questionable codes.
1. Install, use and update anti-virus software
2. Keep your operating system and programs patched
3. Consider using alternative web browser and email software
4. Be cautious when reading email with attachment and downloading files
5. File formats
6. Configure your operating system properly
7. Preserving your privacy
8. Miscellaneous tips
9. If you still get hit by a virus.
Something more closer to home which some of you may find useful, I know Mumbaiites will definitely find it useful, after all it is the BEST.
http://www.bestundertaking.com/transport/Area.asp :
This site is the BEST site, you can find ‘all’ the bus routes to and from one location to another along with the bus fare, howwzzaaaaaattttttt ! ! ! !
So much for work, now for some fun. Check out
www.workcanwait.co.uk
www.officehumour.co.uk
www.sharpjokes.com
they have ensured that I start my day with a smile on the face (Don’t call me when I have not been able to log on to the net).
The BCAS Referencer CD also boasts of some superb links, tricks and tips for the average joe as it does for the more savvy users. Some of the links are awesome — conversion of numbers to words (for cheque writing, reports, certificates, etc.), links to many other cool sites on excel, important links to various government set-ups where information can be downloaded from. In case you haven’t checked them out yet, my advice to you would be get clicking.
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