What is India Vision 2020 ?
India Vision 2020 was initially a documanet prepared by TIFAC under the chairmanship of Dr.A.P.J.Abdul kalam and a team of 500 experts. Dr.Kalam further gave shape to this concept through his seminal work along with Dr.Y.S.Rajan – “ India 2020 : Vision for the new millennium “. 

Dr.Kalam in one of his speeches elaborates the concept :

“Transforming the nation into a developed country, five areas in combination have been identified based on India's core competence, natural resources and talented manpower for integrated action to double the growth rate of GDP and realize the Vision of Developed India. 

These are: 
· Agriculture and food processing -- with a target of doubling the present production of food and agricultural products by 2020. Agro food processing industry would lead to the prosperity of rural people, food security and speed up the economic growth;

· Infrastructure with reliable and quality electric power including solar farming for all parts of the country, providing urban amenities in rural areas and interlinking of rivers;

· Education and Healthcare: To provide social security and eradication of illiteracy and health for all;

· Information and Communication Technology: This is one of our core competencies and wealth generator. ICT can be used for tele-education, tele-medicine and e-governance to promote education in remote areas, healthcare and also transparency in the administration; and

· Critical technologies and strategic industries witnessed the growth in nuclear technology, space technology and defence technology”

Kalam on India Vision 2020
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I have three visions for India. 

In 3000 years of our history, people from allover the world have come and invaded us, captured our lands, conquered our minds. From Alexander onwards The Greeks, the Portuguese, the British, the French, the Dutch, all of them came and looted us, took over what was ours. Yet we have not done this to any other nation. We have not conquered anyone. We have not grabbed their land, their culture, their history tried to enforce our way of life on them. Why? Because we respect the freedom of others.

That is why my first vision is that of FREEDOM. 

I believe that India got its first vision of this in 1857, when we started the war of independence. It is this freedom that we must protect and nurture and built on. If we are not free, no one will respect us. 

My second vision for India is DEVELOPMENT. 

For fifty years we have been a developing nation. It is time we see ourselves as a developed nation. We are among top 5 nations of the world in terms of GDP. We have 10 percent growth rate in most areas. Our poverty levels are falling; our achievements are being globally recognized today. Yet we lack the self-confidence to see ourselves as a developed nation, self reliant and self assured. Isn't this right? 

I have a third vision. The India must STAND UP TO THE WORLD. Because I believe that unless India stands up to the world, no one will respect us. Only strength respects strength. We must be strong not only as a military power but also as an economic power. Both must go hand-in-hand. 

My good fortune was to have work with three great minds. Dr Vikram Sarabhai of the Dept. of space, Professor Satish Dhawan, who succeeded him, and Dr.Brahm Prakash, father of nuclear material. I was lucky to have worked with all three of them closely and consider this the great opportunity of my life. 

I see four milestones in my career:

· ONE: Twenty years I spent in ISRO. I was given the opportunity to be the project director for India 's first satellite launch vehicle, SLV3. The one that launched Rohini. These years played a very important role in my life of Scientist.

· TWO: After my ISRO years, i joined DRDO and got a chance to be the part of India's guided missile program. It was my second bliss when Agni met its mission requirements in 1994.

· THREE: The Dept. of Atomic Energy and DRDO had this tremendous partnership in the recent nuclear tests, on May 11 and 13. This was the third bliss. The joy of participating with my team in these nuclear tests and proving to the world that India can make it. That we are no longer a developing nation but one of them. It made me feel very proud as an Indian. The fact that we have now developed for Agni a re-entry structure, for which we have developed this new material. A Very light material called carbon-carbon.

· FOUR: One day an orthopaedic surgeon from Nizam institute of Medical Sciences visited my laboratory. He lifted the material and found it so light that he took me to his hospital and showed me his patients. There were these little girls and boys with heavy metallic calipers weighing over three Kgs. each, dragging their feet around. He said to me: Please remove the pain of my patients. In three weeks, we made these Floor reaction Orthosis 300 gram calipers and took them to the orthopaedic center. The children didn't believe their eyes. From dragging around a three kg. load on their legs, they could now move around! Their parents had tears in their eyes. That was my forth bliss!

Why is the media here so negative? Why are we in India so embarrassed to recognize our own strengths, our achievements? We are such a great nation. We have so many amazing success stories but we refuse to acknowledge them. Why? We are the second largest producer of wheat in the world. We are the second largest producers in rice. We are the first in milk production. We are number one in Remote sensing satellites. Look at Dr. Sudarshan, he has transferred the tribal village into a self-sustaining, self-driving unit. There are millions of such achievements but our media is only obsessed with the bad news and failures and disasters. 

I was in Tel Aviv once and I was reading the Israeli newspaper. It was the day after a lot of attacks and bombardments and deaths had taken place. The Hamas had struck. But the front page of the newspaper had the picture of a Jewish gentleman who in five years had transformed his desert land into an orchid and a granary. It was this inspiring picture that everyone woke up to. The gory details of killings, bombardments, deaths, were inside in the newspaper, buried among other news. In India we only read about death, sickness, terrorism, crime. Why are we so negative? 

Another question: 

Why are we, as a nation so obsessed with foreign things? we want foreign TVs, we want foreign shirts. We want foreign technology. Why this obsession with everything imported? Do we not realize that self-respect comes with self-reliance? 

I was in Hyderabad giving this lecture, when a 14 year old girl asked me for my autograph. I asked her what her goal in life is: She replied: "I want to live in a developed India." For her, you and I will have to built this developed India. 

You must proclaim. As an aside from yours truly: India is not an under-developed nation; it is a highly developed nation in an advanced state of decay!!!!!

(Based on Dr.Kalam's speech at Hyderabad.     
India Vision 2020 Chapters
One of the goals of the India Vision Group is to see the road to development. Realising the need for closer coordination, local chapters of the group would be established. Currently we have a few chapters active. 

Bangalore Chapter : 

    Contact : shiva_pas@rediffmail.com 

Kolkata Chapter : 

    Contact : globalpinaki@yahoo.co.uk 

Chennai Chapter: 

    Contact : prpoint@gmail.com 

US Chapter : 

   Contacat : ksn2k@hotmail.com 

UK chapter : 

   Concact : subha.touch@googlemail.com 

We are continuosly looking for partners and voluteers to come forward. Please let us know of your interest, all support will be extended. Only framework is this is a non-profit group and nor commercial or marketing will be done in the chapter's name. 

Please see "Activities" section for more details. 

For latest info and ongoing activities visit our blog : http://blog.indiavision2020.org 

Meeting Minutes of India Vision chapters : 
· Bangalore Chapter Meeting Minutes
· Chennai Chapter Meeting Minutes

Project reports of India Vision activities : 
· India Vision group projects
Projects by India Vision group
Inspired by the idea of IndiaVision 2020 , in a humble way we set on to help accomplish goal of creating a knowledge society. We strongly believe that Education is a key factor in creating a knowledge society. The empowerment of any society lies in its capability in providing quality learning opportunities. 

India Vision 2020 group, as such is not a registered society. But all our projects are being implemented through Open charity platform of India Sudar Charitable Trust. We felt no need to reinvent the wheel by registrering another trust and decided to use frame work of India Sudar.

In our mission we work very closely with our partners:
· India Sudar Charitable Trust
· Dream India 2020 charitable Trust
· Ignited Minds
· Changers group
The idea of partnership is to pool in our collective resources for greater impact. We are always Looking for new ideas & partners, willing to create broader impact in the society. 

Transparency thorugh accountablity:
Click Here to view India Vision Projects details for 2006-07.

Success of any mission depends on the total involvement and belief of the team players. It is imperative that the donors and our members are aware of the purpose for which funds are being diverted and spent. Project reports and detailed project accounting will be done for each project and available online anytime. Further we would be happy to clarify any questions one would have on projects.
Take a look at the project reports for recently executed projects:
· Sishu Mandir Project Report
· Deploying teacher for Pondichery school
Kalam's Speeches and Lectures
Swearing in ceremony / Speech / News :
Swearing-in ceremony News - Rediff 

Photo Gallery - pib.nic.in 

Kalam pledges unflinching commitment to secularism - The Hindu 
Republic Day Address – 2007 :
Kalam 's R-Day speech - Navneet Aron's blog 

Republic Day 2007 - webcast 
Address at EU :
Kalam: EU, India radiate a message to the world - The Hindu 

European Parliament - Press News 
International Space University, Stratosburg:
'India can build any type of SLV' - Kalam 
In Greece :
The Dynamics of Peace and Prosperity - Kalam 

Kalam in Athens 

Kalam's Athens Visit 
Farewell Speech to Nation :
Kalam Farewell speech - India eNews 

'We can do it, says Kalam' 

'I will go with 2 small suitcases' - Kalam 

' I will always be with you Dear Citizens ' 
Tributes by various sources on Dr.Kalam’s term ending July 25, 2007:
Good Bye Dr.Kalam 

Farewell to Chacha Kalam 
